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PREFACE

IN THIS VOLUME are gathered most of the public messages and statements of
the President of the United States that were released by the White House during
1930. A similar volume covering the period March 4-December 31, 1929 was
published in 1974. Subsequent volumes will cover the remaining years of
President Hoover's administration.

Annual volumes for the years 1945 through 1974, containing the papers of
Presidents Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and Ford, are also
available.

The series was begun in 1957 in response to a recommendation of the
National Historical Publications Commission. Until then there had been no
systematic publication of Presidential papers. An extensive compilation of the
messages and papers of the Presidents, covering the period 1789 to 1897, was
assembled by James D. Richardson and published under Congressional authority
between 1896 and 1899. Since then various private compilations have been
issued but there was no uniform publication comparable to the Congressional
Record or the United States Supreme Court Reports. Many Presidential papers
could be found only in mimeographed White House releases or as reported in the
press. The National Historical Publications Commission therefore recommended
the establishment of an official series in which Presidential writings and
utterances of a public nature could be made promptly available.

The Commission's recommendation was incorporated in regulations
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of the Administrative Committee of the Federal Register issued under section 6
of the Federal Register Act (44 U.S.C. 1506). The Committee's regulations,
establishing the series and providing for the coverage of prior years, are
reprinted as Appendix F.

CONTENT AND ARRANGEMENT

The text of this book is based on historical materials held in the Herbert
Hoover Presidential Library at West Branch, lowa. In a few instances, when the
Library had no official copy of a statement known to have been made public, the
text has been supplied from news accounts or other contemporary sources.

President Hoover's news conferences are published for the first time in full
text in this series since, at the time they were held, direct quotation of the
President's replies frequently was not authorized. Transcripts by White House
stenographers were used in this publication.

For some addresses by the President, varying texts are in the files, and
newspaper clippings point to additional departures from his official text.
Because of the scarcity of sound recordings of the speeches, it has not been
possible in every instance to verify and print "as delivered" transcripts.
Accordingly, the editors have used, when available, official texts printed by the
Government Printing Office. When no such official printing was found, they
have selected the "best available™" version from those in the Library's holdings.
For researchers interested in possible changes between the prepared text and the

version actually delivered,

VI
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President Hoover's file of public statements, containing a large number of
reading copies with changes in his handwriting, is available for examination at
the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library.

Certain Presidential materials issued during the period covered by this
volume have not been printed as items but are listed in Appendix A. Routine
messages to Congress, not included as items, are listed in Appendix B.
Proclamations and Executive orders appear in full in a companion publication,
Proclamations and Executive Orders, Herbert Hoover, 1929-1933, published in
1974, and are therefore merely listed in Appendix C.

The President is required by statute to transmit numerous reports to the
Congress. Those transmitted during the period covered by this volume are listed
in Appendix D.

An addition to this volume is the inclusion of a selected list of the
President's calendar of activities for 1929 and 1930. This list appears in
Appendix E.

The items published in this volume are presented in chronological order,
rather than being grouped in classes. Most needs for a classified arrangement are
met by the subject index.

The dates shown at the end of item headings are White House release dates.
In instances where the date of the document differs from the release date, that
fact is shown in brackets immediately following the heading. Text-notes,
footnotes, and cross references have been supplied where needed for purposes of
clarity.

Remarks or addresses were delivered in Washington, D.C., unless

Vil
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otherwise indicated. Similarly, statements, messages, and letters were issued
from the White House in Washington unless otherwise indicated.

Dr. Ellis W. Hawley, professor of American history at the University of
lowa, served as consultant in the preparation of the volume. Materials to be
considered for inclusion were compiled by Dwight M. Miller, senior archivist of
the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library, who also assisted in their selection and
annotation. Thomas T. Thalken, Director of the Library, provided his support for
completion of the volume.

The planning and publication of the series is under the direction of Fred J.
Emery, Director, and Ernest J. Galdi, Deputy Director, of the Office of the
Federal Register. Editors of the present volume were Faye Q. Rosser, Michael J.
Sullivan, and Carol L. Minor.

Design of the volume was developed by the Government Printing Office's
Division of Typography and Design. Rudie Diamond of that Division provided
continuing consultation.

The search for photographs was aided by the Audiovisual Archives Division
of the National Archives and Records Service. The frontispiece is from an oil
painting by Philides Costa which was commissioned by the Union League of
Philadelphia in 1930 and presented to the President during his address to that
organization. The original work is a part of the historical collections of the
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library.

James B. Rhoads
Archivist of the United States

Jack M. Eckerd
Administrator of General Services

March 1976
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1
Message to President Louis Borno on Haiti's Independence Day
January 2, 1930

[Released January 2, 1930. Dated January 1, 1930]

I HAVE pleasure in extending to Your Excellency and to the people of Haiti cordial
greetings on this anniversary of the independence of the Republic.

HERBERT HOOVER

[His Excellency Louis Borno, The President of Haiti, Port au Prince]
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New Year's Message to President Chiang Chung-cheng

of the Republic of China
January 2, 1930

[Released January 2, 1930. Dated December 28, 1929]

I THANK Your Excellency in my own name and on behalf of my fellow countrymen for
your courteous new year greetings which are most heartily reciprocated.

HERBERT HOOVER

[His Excellency Chiang Chung-cheng, The President of the Chinese Republic, Nanking, China]
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The President's News Conference of
January 3, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. I have a few questions today which are helpful. Anything to stimulate
one's mind helps to deliver something to you.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UNEMPLOYMENT

First is on the drive for increase in construction and improvement work to take up
unemployment. That is showing most encouraging results, and it looks as if the work
undertaken will be larger in 1930 than that in 1929.

The Department of Commerce has completed the returns from the Governors of 16
States covering the public works to be undertaken by the States and by the counties and
municipalities for next year, and they have partial returns from 13 more States. It will
require probably another 2 weeks to complete the whole of those surveys. The total so far
reported, including the Federal Government construction work, is about $1,550 million,
and in nearly every case is larger than 1929.

The preliminary estimate of the railways for construction and betterments for 1930 is
$1,050 million, and the public utilities is $2,100 million, including the telephones, all of
which are larger than 1929. The total of these items so far is $4,700 million. | will give
you a mimeographed note on this so that you will have the figures. That $4,700 million
does not include the building construction, or the balance of the State programs. It does
not include the industrial and factory improvements in expansion. The latter is under
survey by the committee over at the Chamber of Commerce.

The steel companies report this morning that the effect of the drive is showing very
clearly in orders, and they are very much beyond any expectation.

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS

I have a question: "Is the pending Interior Department appropriation bill carrying
only $800,000 for topographic maps, in accord with your program for the completion of
the map of the United States in 18 years?"? It is not. The States must contribute one-half
of the cost of that program, and we have a drive coming on to get the States to become
more active in their contribution. The appropriation is up to the full estimate of what the
States are likely to do.

INDIAN AFFAIRS

I also have a question with respect to the reorganization and progress in the Indian
Bureau. | have emphasized the necessity for this reorganization by the appointment of
Mr. [Charles J.] Rhoads as head of the Bureau and Mr. [J. Henry] Scattergood as his
assistant, and Secretary Wilbur is giving it very particular attention.

We have presented to Congress a request for $3 million extra in next year's budget,
and we are sending up a considerable sum in the deficiency bill to cover the balance of
this year. The purposes of these increases are mainly to build up the educational and
health work amongst the Indians, to give proper direction to educational work, and also to
build up industrial improvement. The support of the schools and the health program
amongst Indians have not kept pace with the depreciated value of money since prewar.
The amount allowed today for food for Indian children in schools is 20 cents a day,
which is about one-half of the amount necessary to maintain a fair state of health. We
have about 338,000 Indians. The broad problem is to train the youth so that they may take
care of themselves and their property. The Indians, as you know, many of them are
possessed of very large properties and they are considerably increasing. And it is only
through the youth that we can hope to ultimately discharge this problem from the Nation
and blend them as a self-supporting people into the Nation as a whole.



The Indian Bureau is recommending to Congress a number of changes in the laws
bearing on Indian affairs, and these recommendations are designed to secure a better
administration of their very large properties and to correct many things in the
administration of the properties which prevented the development of better citizenship.

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

I also have a question on the Interstate Commerce Commission. | regret to say that
Commissioner [Johnston B.] Campbell has resigned. He has been a distinguished public
servant.

I shall fill that vacancy by some appointment from the Intermountain States. At the
request of Mr. [Robert M.] Jones, of Tennessee, | shall withdraw his name, as on
reconsideration he has concluded that he does not wish to accept the appointment. And
again in that case the appointment will be made from the South.

REPAIR OF EXECUTIVE OFFICES

And my final question is on the White House offices. It is our intention to repair the
present executive offices and make the attic and the roof fireproof this time. This can all
be done in somewhere between 60 and 90 days.

A number of Members of Congress and a number of newspapers throughout the
country, and other citizens, have proposed a suggestion that we should erect a new and
more imposing executive office on some other site. That would require 2 or 3 years for
design and construction. The present offices will serve all purposes for the next few
years, and | am particularly anxious to get ahead with the construction of the
departmental buildings. No doubt the time may come when we will need a more
imposing and more dignified executive office, but | would rather get ahead with the
departmental buildings in Washington and leave that, if necessary, until the last.

And that comprises the budget that | have for this occasion.

NOTE: President Hoover's seventy-ninth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, January 3, 1930.

The White House also issued texts of the President's statements on public works and
unemployment (see Item 4), Indian affairs (see Item 5), appointments to the Interstate Commerce
Commission (see Item 6), and repair of the executive offices (see Item 7).

! National Business Survey Conference.

2 The President proposed to expedite the completion of the survey and maps by the Geological Survey and the
Coast and Geodetic Survey by reducing the time for completion of the project from approximately 80 to 18
years. See 1929 volume, Item 227.



4

Statement on Public Works and Unemployment
January 3, 1930

OUR DRIVE for increase in construction and improvement work to take up
unemployment is showing most encouraging results, and it looks as if the work
undertaken will be larger for 1930 than for 1929.

The Department of Commerce now has complete returns from the Governors of 16
States covering public works to be undertaken in 1930 by the State, municipal, and
county authorities. They have partial returns from 13 more States. The total so far
reported, and including the Federal Government is about $1,550 million, and in nearly all
cases larger than for 1929. The surveys are coming in daily, and should be completed by
mid-January.

The preliminary estimate of the railways for construction and betterments for 1930
was $1,050 million, and for the public utilities $2,100 million, including the telephones.
The total of these items so far is $4,700 million. This does not include the balance of the
State, municipal, and county work, nor the building construction, nor the industrial and
factory improvements, which latter are now under survey by the special business
committee.

The steel companies inform me this morning that the effect of the drive is already
showing in their orders, which are beyond their expectations.

NOTE: The President referred to the survey by the National Business Survey Conference, which
was organized in December 1929 to coordinate the President's program of voluntary wage
maintenance, business stabilization, and expanded construction. See 1929 volume, Item 297.
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Statement on Indian Affairs
January 3, 1930

I HAVE a press question with respect to the reorganization and progress in the Indian
Bureau. | have emphasized the necessity for this reorganization by the appointment of
Mr. [Charles J.] Rhoads as the head of the Bureau and of Mr. [J. Henry] Scattergood as
his assistant, and Secretary Wilbur is giving it his very special attention.

We have presented to Congress a request for an increased appropriation of some $3
million for next year's budget, and, in the meantime, we have submitted an estimate in the
deficiency bill for some increase for the balance of this year. The purposes of these
increases are mainly to build up the education and health facilities, to change the
direction of educational work and to develop the industrial improvement of the Indians.
The support to the schools and health program has not been adjusted to meet the reduced
postwar purchasing power of money. The result has been to ever pinch the allotments for
food and clothing for Indian children. The present allowance is about 20 cents per day for
each child for food, and it must be doubled if they are to be maintained in reasonable
health. We have 338,000 Indians. The broad problem is to better train the Indian youth to
take care of themselves and their property. It is the only course by which we can
ultimately discharge this problem from the Nation, and blend them as a self-supporting
people into the Nation as a whole.

The Indian Bureau is recommending to the Congress a number of changes in the
laws bearing on Indian affairs. The recommendations are designed to secure better
administration of the very large properties owned by the Indians and to correct many
things in the administration of these properties that will make for citizenship.

NOTE: On August 11, 1930, the White House released the text of a report to the President, by
Commissioner of Indian Affairs Charles J. Rhoads, detailing the progress and accomplishments of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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Statement About Appointments to the Interstate Commerce Commission
January 3, 1930

| REGRET to say that Commissioner Campbell's resignation has been received. He has
been a distinguished public servant.

I shall appoint someone from the Intermountain States to the vacancy. At the request
of Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, | shall withdraw his name, as upon reconsideration he has
concluded that he does not wish to accept the appointment. It will again be made from the
Southern States.

NOTE: Johnston B. Campbell was a Commissioner on the Interstate Commerce Commission from
1921 to 1930 and served as Chairman from 1928 to 1930.

Robert M. Jones was a lawyer from Knoxville, Tenn.

The President nominated William E. Lee, of Idaho, on January 9, 1930, and Hugh McCall
Tate, of Tennessee, on February 8 to be Interstate Commerce Commissioners. In connection with
the nominations, the White House issued, on January 18 and February 10, brief biographical data
on the nominees and lists of individuals endorsing them.
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Statement About Repair of the Executive Offices
January 3, 1930

IT IS our intention to repair the present executive offices, making them as fully fireproof
as possible. This can be accomplished in 2 or 3 months.

A number of Members of Congress and others have suggested that a new and more
imposing executive office should be erected on some offer site. That is a matter that
would require 2 or 3 years for the development of thought and design. The present offices
will serve all purposes for the next few years, and | am much more anxious to expedite
the erection of the departmental buildings, which are so urgently needed. The time will
undoubtedly come when a larger and more dignified executive office should be erected.

NOTE: A fire on Christmas eve, 1929, did extensive damage to the executive office wing. See
1929 volume, Item 328.
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New Year's Message to King George V of Great Britain
January 4, 1930

[Released January 4, 1930. Dated January 3, 1930]

I AM happy to receive Your Majesty's message of new year wishes. The resolve to
advance world peace by mutual good will and by the limitation of naval armaments is the
earnest purpose of the British and the American peoples and of their governments and it
is my hope, as it will be the endeavor of the American Government, to see this great
object attained during the year which has just commenced. | also desire to reciprocate all
Your Majesty's good wishes for the new year.

HERBERT HOOVER

[His Majesty George V, Buckingham Palace, London, England]
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Message to the Congress Recommending Payment

of a Claim Presented by the Government of China
January 6, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a report of the Secretary of State requesting the submission to the
Congress of a claim presented by the Government of China against the Government of
the United States, arising out of a collision in Chinese waters on June 2, 1927, between
the United States naval vessel Bittern and a Chinese junk, resulting in the drowning of
Chang Hsi Ying, a citizen of China, and a member of the crew of the junk.

I recommend that, as an act of grace and without reference to the question of the
legal liability of the United States, an appropriation in the amount of $500 be made to
effect settlement of this claim in accordance with the recommendation of the Secretary of
State, in which the Secretary of the Navy concurs.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
January 6, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as Senate Document 59 (71st Cong., 2d
Sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
January 7, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. I have a question or two as to whether | had anything to say on the
departure of the commission, so | have prepared a little statement, and will give it to you
in a minute.

LONDON NAVAL CONFERENCE

I am sure the whole Nation bids Godspeed to the American delegation that leaves
tomorrow for the London Naval Conference. The people and the governments of the five
nations assembling at this meeting are genuinely desirous that agreement shall be brought
about by which competition in construction of naval arms is brought to an end, and by
which an actual reduction in naval burdens shall be accomplished. The difficulties in
finding a basis are very great, but they are not insuperable.

The conclusions of the Conference must be such as to give a sense of security and
satisfaction to each of the nations. We cannot base anything in the nature of permanent
peace on any feeling of insecurity or having taken advantage of or having created a
situation of prejudice to any one government.

The technologies of the problem are very considerable. | do not think we need to
hope for any immediate results. To complete the Conference in 3 or 4 months would be
an accomplishment.

Itis, in fact, the most important international conference that has been held for many
years and probably for many years to come. The progress of peace in the world rests to a
very great degree on the success of this Conference. There is a very great feeling of good
will not only on the part of the people of the different countries but on the part of the
governments themselves to the success of the Conference. That has been outstanding in
all of our discussions right from the beginning and right up to as late as last night.

The importance and the gravity of the occasion have been recognized by the
appointment of leading men of every government to attend this Conference, and | believe
that men of that character and caliber, with that weight of responsibility, will succeed. |
do not believe it is possible to bring together men of such character and with the
fundamental backing of good will and responsibility such as this Conference convenes
under without success.

I am in hopes that the people of this country will show patience and give
encouragement and keep free from criticism. We go to London in a fine atmosphere and
with a good spirit on the work of the commission, and we must preserve it, if we can,
through the period of negotiations. So that again | repeat that it is my belief that the
whole American people wish Godspeed and success to this effort.

And that is all | have today.

Q. Mr. President, was that along the lines of what you said to your breakfast guests
this morning?

THE PRESIDENT. It was.

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us something about it? I think the others have
hesitated about telling about it.

THE PRESIDENT. The discussion was very general. | gave no instructions to the
commission at all. | did not go into any detail, and we had no discussion of details. We
merely discussed the general setting, the favorable character of the evidences that we had
from each one of the governments of their desire to come to conclusions and, in fact,
more or less, of an expansion of the ideas that are here.

The American delegation, as you know, is not only a strong one, but composed of
men who understand the problem. | do not think that we have ever sent a delegation
abroad that has had such a grasp on the essentials of what they are to undertake as this
group of men have. So that it was not necessary for me to thrash out details with that
group. What is more, our delegates have been engaged for the last month in a study of the



problem which they have to undertake, and they have become technologists on the
subject, each one of them himself. So that it is unnecessary for me to discuss tons, et
cetera, with those men. They know as much about it today as | do and more. The whole
occasion was merely to give them encouragement and the assurance of complete support
from this side in any conclusions which they may come to.

NOTE: President Hoover's eightieth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 12 noon on Tuesday, January 7, 1930.

The President breakfasted with delegates and advisers who were leaving for London.
Ambassadors Charles G. Dawes and Hugh S. Gibson were already in Europe.
The White House also issued a text of the President’s statement on the London Naval Conference
(see Item 11).
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Statement on the London Naval Conference
January 7, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"l am sure the whole Nation bids Godspeed to the American delegation that leaves
tomorrow for the London Naval Arms Conference. The people and the governments of
the five nations assembling at this meeting are sincerely desirous that agreement shall be
brought about by which competition in construction of naval arms is brought to an end,
and by which actual reduction in naval burdens of the world shall be accomplished. The
difficulties of finding a basis that will be acceptable to five different nations are great, but
they are not insuperable.

"The conclusions of the Conference must be such as to give a sense of security and
satisfaction to each of the nations. Permanent peace is never based on either taking
advantage of or accepting a position of prejudice.

"The technology and the complexities of the problem are such that we need hope for
no immediate and quick results. To complete the Conference in 3 or 4 months would be,
in itself, a great accomplishment, and we should not expect any hurried conclusions. It is
the most important of international conferences of a great many years, and probably the
most important for many years to come. The progress of peace for the world rests in a
great measure upon the shoulders of the five delegations. There is good will toward the
Conference on the part of every nation. The importance and the gravity of the occasion
have been recognized in the dispatch to London of the leading men of every country.
They have the will to succeed.

"I hope that the people of our country will cooperate in the progress of the
Conference by patience, encouragement, and freedom from criticism. We go to London
in a fine atmosphere of international good will, and it is the duty of our country to
preserve that atmosphere so far as lies within our power."

NOTE: The London Naval Conference was in session from January 21 to April 22, 1930. The
American delegates and advisers attending the Conference were:

DELEGATES

HENRY L, STIMSON, Secretary of State
CHARLES G. DAWES, Ambassador to Great Britain
CHARLES F. ADAMS, Secretary of the Navy
HUGH S. GIBSON, Ambassador to Belgium
DWIGHT W. MORROW, Ambassador to Mexico
JOSEPH T. ROBINSON, United States Senator
DAVID A. REED, United States Senator

ADVISERS

ADM. WILLIAM V. PRATT

HUGH R. WILSON, Minister to Switzerland

REAR ADM. HILARY P. JONES (RET.)

ARTHUR WILSON PAGE

J. THEODORE MARRINER, Chief of the Division of Western European Affairs,
Department of State

RAY ATHERTON, Counselor of Embassy in Great Britain

GEORGE A. GORDON, Counselor of Embassy in France

GEORGE RUBLEE

LT. COL. CHARLES BURNETT
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Message to the Congress Recommending Payment of a Claim

by the French Company of Marine and Commerce
January 7, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of State in regard to the remission of
a fine imposed on the sailing vessel France owned by the French Company of Marine and
Commerce by the immigration authorities on the occasion of the vessel's arrival at
Baltimore on July 23, 1920. The fine was imposed because the captain of the France
submitted a crew list in a form which failed to contain certain data required by section 36
of the immigration act of February 5, 1917. The Secretary of State is of the opinion that
the failure of the captain to include this information was not due to any fault of his but
was due to the fact that when he called at the American consulate at Nantes and requested
to be furnished with the copies of the regular forms none were available, and he was
accordingly obliged to make out his list on ordinary paper. The conclusion reached by the
Secretary of State has my approval, and | recommend that the Congress authorize an
appropriation of $530 to be paid to the French Company of Marine and Commerce.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
January 7, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as Senate Document 62 (71st Cong., 2d
Sess.).
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Message of Sympathy on the Death of Edward William Bok
January 9, 1930

MRS. HOOVER joins me in extending deepest sympathy to you and your children in the
passing of Mr. Bok. The Nation has lost a most distinguished and useful citizen whose
life must ever be an inspiration to its youth.

NOTE: The message was sent to Mrs. Edward W. Bok, Lake Charles, Fla.
Mr. Bok was editor of the Ladies Home Journal from 1889 to 1919 and was the author of
numerous articles and books.
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The President's News Conference of
January 10, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. It seems a sad thing to bring you all here from really a good day, but
I haven't a thing on my mind. Our publicity news does not seem to break in so well with
these conferences, so you will have to wait for another time. | have nothing today.

NOTE: President Hoover's eighty-first news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, January 10, 1930.
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White House Statement About a Proposed Joint Select

Committee To Study Prohibition Enforcement
January 10, 1930

THE PLAN of a joint select committee to consider reorganization of Federal agencies for
the enforcement of prohibition was agreed upon by the House and Senate leaders many
months ago,’ as a method of securing coordinated action by the several committees
involved. Technical difficulties have arisen from the fact that the resolution as passed by
the Senate did not permit the direct report of bills from the House Members of the select
committee to the House itself, but would have required that even after action by the select
committee they would have to be referred to the regular committees of the House. It was
considered that to secure the amendment of the Senate proposal would entail delay and
the whole question in its present tangle could be expedited by the various committees of
the House taking up the proposals directly and immediately.

The White House has no interest in the question, which is one of parliamentary
procedure, and desires only expedition of legislation and will adapt itself entirely to the
wishes of the House leaders in any methods they adopt for early consideration of the
proposals.

The President will send up the reports of the Law Enforcement Commission on
Monday, and place the various administrative officials of the Government at the disposal
of the House committees.

NOTE: The joint select committee was never appointed.
The President referred to the Commission on Law Observance and Enforcement, chaired by George
W. Wickersham.

! See 1929 volume, Item 112.
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Letter to Dr. William O. Thompson, President Emeritus of Ohio State

University
January 12, 1930

[Released January 12, 1930. Dated December 30, 1929]

My dear Dr. Thompson:

The solicitude and philosophic ripeness of your letter of December 28th requires
more than reciprocation of kindly holiday greetings. Possibly if | had either the time or
the inclination to worry over the evils which lurk around the White House it might
decrease my faith in human goodness, but, fortunately, the insistent need for
determination of definite action in public matters inhibits such contemplations.

The human flood which flows through the White House shows all the dark colorings
and the flotsam that you mention. But it is brightened more than you think by many who,
regardless of party, genuinely wish to help the President to succeed in his task. The sons
of evil have at least collateral descendants in every generation. Of course, it is true that
malice is ofttimes the politician's key to newspaper headlines, and there will always be
partisans desirous that the President should fail, even if their state gems injure the country
or whose daily toil is to mix mud pies. But if these blots were other than exceptions, this
nation would not have swept to a mightier and mightier destiny every year since the
Independence.

You well know of the wearing of hair shirts in the Middle Ages by way of reminder
of sin and trouble. Somewhere lately | said that every man has a few mental hair shirts
and that Presidents differ only by their larger wardrobe — for certain individuals,
newspapers, associations and institutions officiate as haberdashers in this regard, with a
high generosity which guarantees both humility and urbanity. As against all this the
President has for a few short years the opportunity to speed the orderly march of a
glorious people. And the inspiration of that moving host is compensation that comes in
larger measure to him than to any other man.

You aptly penetrate the vital question of public action — the discovery and
promulgation of truth. No real believer in democracy questions the sureness of public
judgment — if the public is given the truth, but there is a time element in the triumph of
truth. When we look back over history we see the periods of either moral, social,
economic, or political stagnation while the truth was en route and some variety of
demagoguery occupied the scene. We can and must, however, greatly increase the
production of truth and we must know the truth before the grave interest of 120,000,000
people is involved in government policies. We can sometimes speed up production before
the demagogue awakes to his opportunities. Facts are bad for his digestion and the truth
makes misrepresentation uncomfortable. And the truth, as you say, is hard to discover; it
must be distilled through the common judgment of skilled men and women from
accurately and patiently collected facts and knowledge of forces before the extraction of
the essence of wisdom. The materials themselves are also hard to come by; it takes time
and patience, especially as our many inventions have forever banished the simple life. In
the meantime, a vast clamor of half-truths and untruths and injured facts will always fill
the air and intoxicate people's emotions. The President himself cannot pretend to know or
to have the time for rigid investigation. But the fine minds of our citizens are available
and can be utilized for the search.

So you will know why when you hear of more and more temporary committees,
commissions, conferences, researches — that they are not for executive action (for which
they are anathema) but are one of the sound processes for the search, production, and
distribution of truth. And they are more. They spread cooperation with government
among our best citizens, not only in finding truth but also they aid to spread it and to get
action upon it. Our great American experiment has demonstrated that the people will of
their own initiative take care of progress if the government can remove abuse and help
put the signs on the road, stimulation to all of which is part of the job of Presidents. Of



Lincoln's great formula the most important one-third is "government by the people”, and
they will govern themselves outside of the government when they see the light. It is from
too much emphasis on "government of the people" that we get the fundamental confusion
that government, since it can correct much abuse, can also create righteousness.

And now all this was not intended to bore your holidays, but just to indicate to you
that my resolutions for the new year include a continued effort to keep pure the wells of
wisdom, and to reassure you that I have faith that the people want the truth determined
even if it takes time and patience.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Dr. W. O. Thompson, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio]

NOTE: The White House released two versions of the letter printed above. The second version and
Dr. Thompson's letter, dated December 28, 1929, follow:

My dear Dr. Thompson:

The solicitude and philosophic ripeness of your letter of December 28th requires more than
reciprocation of kindly holiday greetings.

The human flood which flows through the White House shows all the dark colorings and the
flotsam that you mention. But it is brightened more than you think by the majority who, regardless
of party, genuinely wish to help the President to succeed in his task. Of course, it is true that malice
is sometimes the road to newspaper headlines, and there will always be partisans desirous that the
President should fail, even if their stratagems injure the country or whose daily toil is to mix mud
pies. But if these blots were other than exceptions, this nation would not have swept to a mightier
and mightier destiny every year since the Independence.

You well know of the wearing of hair shirts in the Middle Ages by way of reminder of sin and
trouble. Somewhere lately | said that every man has a few mental hair shirts and that Presidents
differ only by their larger wardrobe — for certain individuals, newspapers, associations and
institutions officiate as haberdashers in this regard, with a high generosity which guarantees both
humility and urbanity. There is even humor to be extracted from the fact that they have no
compulsory powers. But above all this, the President has for a few short years the opportunity to
speed the orderly march of a glorious people. And the inspiration of that moving host is
compensation that comes in larger measure to him than to any other man.

You aptly penetrate the vital question of public action — the discovery and promulgation of
truth. No real believer in democracy questions the sureness of public judgment — if the public is
given the truth, but there is a time element in the triumph of truth. When we look back over history
we see the periods of either moral, social, economic, or political stagnation while the truth was en
route and some variety of untruth occupied the scene. We can and must, however, greatly increase
the production of truth and we must know the truth before the grave interest of 120,000,000 people
is involved in government policies. We can sometimes speed up production before the ill-informed
awakes to his opportunities. Facts are bad for his digestion and the truth makes misrepresentation
uncomfortable. And the truth, as you say, is hard to discover; it must be distilled through the
common judgment of skilled men and women from accurately and patiently collected facts and
knowledge of forces before the extraction of the essence of wisdom. The materials themselves are
also hard to come by; it takes time and patience, especially as our many inventions have forever
banished the simple life. In the meantime, a vast clamor of half-truths and untruths and injured facts
will always fill the air and intoxicate people's emotions. The President himself cannot pretend to
know or to have the time for detailed investigation into every one of the hundreds of subjects in a
great people. But the fine minds of our citizens are available and can be utilized for the search.

So you will know why when you hear of more and more temporary committees, commissions,
conferences, researches — that they are not for executive action (for which they are anathema) but
are one of the sound processes for the search, production, and distribution of truth. And they are
more. They spread cooperation with government among our best citizens, not only in finding truth
but also they aid to spread it and to get action upon it. Our great American experiment has
demonstrated that the people will of their own initiative take care of progress if the government can
remove abuse and help put the signs on the road, stimulation to all of which is part of the job of
Presidents. Of Lincoln's great formula the most important one-third is "government by the people",
and they will govern themselves outside of the government when they see the light. It is from too
much emphasis on "government of the people" that we get the fundamental confusion that
government, since it can correct much abuse, can also create righteousness.



And now all this was not intended to bore your holidays, but just to indicate to you that my
resolutions for the new year include a continued effort to keep pure the wells of wisdom, and to
reassure you that | have faith that the people want the truth determined even if it takes time and
patience.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

My dear Mr. President:

Mrs. Thompson joins me in a most cordial season's greeting to Mrs. Hoover and yourself and
in our sincere wishes for a Happy New Year that shall continue to yield the fruits of peace and
goodwill throughout the year. The repeated courtesies and kindness since the World War have been
warmly appreciated.

Now that | am retired and some years past the three score and ten may | be indulged in
extending my good wishes into a bit of counsel growing out of a half century of observation. The
exalted office you occupy coupled with the most definite responsibility assigned to any ruler in the
world renders the White House and its principal occupant the focus point of all American activities.
For some time we have had a highly agitated people. The quiet-hour seems to have gone. Men do
their thinking while walking the street newspaper in hand. Publicity stirring superficial emotions
has developed a mob mindedness eager to hear some new thing. The Press, the hustings and even
the pulpit resound with empty echoes of falsehood for which there is no excuse. Do not permit
these things to dishearten you even though they discourage.

The open door of the White House in which we all rejoice makes it possible for all classes to
approach you. The wonder is, that any President can retain his sanity. Many come to gain favor,
place or position at any cost of self respect; many, honest and sincere, hesitating to disconcert the
plans of the President occupied with the greater issues of his office neither add information nor
bring comfort. The manifest self interest of some who seek your favor or service must annoy you as
it displeases all good citizens. Such people violate the sanctities of genuine friendship, are blind to
the teachings of a refined moral perception and all too often furnish the support for public officials
who betray their trusts and lead citizens situated as | am to wonder whether the men formerly
trusted and esteemed have suddenly been transformed from normal citizens into untrustworthy
parasites who prey upon the public and annoy you. Do not be disturbed by such characters. Politics
as a profession is a noble concept but politics as a business has made possible all sorts of unholy
and corrupt combinations with which you must be all too familiar. I should expect a heavy heart
many a day and night. Do not permit these things to lie in your heart. They may distract your mind
for the moment. You do not need to trust the individual always, but the great silent majority believe
in the government, in our institutions and in you as our chief executive. Patience was the
outstanding virtue of Mr. Lincoln when sorely vexed and tried. We love him now for that virtue
despite the abuses at the time from some able and influential citizens.

I trust you will forgive my impertinence in writing in this fashion. I recognize that every
President passes through a storm and stress of public sentiment. No doubt you have felt it and may
feel it even more keenly for a time but reflect, if you will, upon the experiences of your
predecessors and remember how fickle popular sentiment often is. Many of our best citizens have
expressed in my hearing their faith in you and in the future. They refuse to believe that the chaotic
state of mind in limited circles should alarm us. On the other hand they admire your steadfastness
of purpose. They respect your intelligence. They believe in your integrity. Continue to stand four
square to all winds that blow. Be true to the ideals of the masses. Five per cent of our population
will include all criminals of every sort and the malignant discontented. They should not control.
We, the majority, should deal with them. This is still a government for the people. Propaganda
legitimate in itself is often the message of prejudice and falsehood making the truth difficult of
discovery. Be not deceived. He that is true to himself will not be false to any man. Let me assure
you of my most cordial support. May | also add that millions who have no means of publicity —
millions that lack my temerity in writing you — are not enthusiastic over the antics of the agitators
but quietly believe that Mr. Garfield was correct when he said that the great issues of our country
were finally settled at the fireside and in the home.

Believe me, Mr. President,

Your loyal fellow citizen,
W. O. THOMPSON

[The Honorable Herbert C. Hoover, The White House, Washington, D.C.]
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Special Message to the Congress Proposing Administrative
Reforms in Federal Law Enforcement and Judicial Machinery
January 13, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

In my previous messages | have requested the attention of the Congress to the urgent
situation which has grown up in the matter of enforcement of Federal criminal laws.

After exhaustive examination of the subject, the Commission on Law Observance
and Enforcement and the officials of the Department of Justice and of the Treasury
Department unite in the conclusion that increasing enactment of Federal criminal laws
over the past 20 years, as to which violation of the prohibition laws comprises rather
more than one-half of the total arrests, has finally culminated in a burden upon the
Federal courts of a character for which they are ill-designed, and in many cases entirely
beyond their capacity. The result is to delay civil causes, and of even more importance,
the defeat of both justice and law enforcement. Moreover, experience shows division of
authority, responsibility, and lack of fundamental organization in Federal enforcement
agencies and ofttimes results in ineffective action.

While some sections of the American people may disagree upon the merits of some
of the questions involved, every responsible citizen supports the fundamental principle
that the law of the land must be enforced.

The development of the facts shows the necessity for certain important and evident
administrative reforms in the enforcement and judicial machinery, concrete proposals for
which are available from Government departments. They are in the main:

1. Reorganization of the Federal court structure so as to give relief from congestion.

2. Concentration of responsibility in detection and prosecution of prohibition

violations.

3. Consolidation of the various agencies engaged in prevention of smuggling of

liquor, narcotics, other merchandise, and over our frontiers.

4. Provision of adequate court and prosecuting officials.

5. Expansion of Federal prisons and reorganization of parole and other practices.

6. Specific legislation for the District of Columbia.

| append hereto a preliminary and a supplementary report from Commission on Law
Observance and Enforcement relating to of these and other questions. | particularly call
attention to their mended plan for reducing congestion in the Federal courts by giving
court commissioners enlarged powers in minor criminal cases. Their discussion of the
workability and the constitutionality of the plan, which is concurred in by the eminent
jurist upon the commission others whose advice they have sought, is set out in more
detail in supplementary report. | also append memoranda from the General and the
Secretary of the Treasury upon several phases of these problems.

| believe the administrative changes mentioned above will contribute to cure many
abuses. Beyond these immediate questions are others which reach deeply into the whole
question of the growth of crime and the enforcement of the laws. The causes of crime, the
character of criminal laws, the benefits and liabilities that flow from them, the abuses
which arise under them, the method by which enforcement and judicial personnel is
secured, the judicial procedure, the respective responsibility of the Federal and State
Governments to these problems, all require further most exhaustive consideration and
investigation, which will require time and earnest research as to the facts and forces in

action before sound opinions can be arrived at upon them
HERBERT HOOVER

White House,
January 13, 1930.



NOTE: The Commission's "Preliminary Report on Observance and Enforcement of Prohibition,
November 21, 1929," and its "Report Supplemental to the Preliminary Report Submitted to the
President on November 21, 1929" are printed in House Document 252 (71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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Message to the Congress Recommending an Appropriation for
Participation in the International Fur Trade Exhibition and Congress
January 13, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I commend to the favorable consideration of the Congress the inclosed report from
the Secretary of State, to the end that legislation may be enacted to authorize an
appropriation of not exceeding $30,000 for the expenses of Participation by the United
States in the International Fur Trade Exhibition and Congress to be held in Germany in
1930.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
January 13, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as House Document 253 (71st Cong., 2d
Sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
January 14, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. I haven't anything for publication this morning. I have one or two
questions on prohibition that | don't mind talking to you a little about from the point of
view of background, but I don't care to enter into any public discussions on the subject at
the present time.

STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT

The questions | have relate to the matter of State enforcement. There is nothing in
the program which has been proposed here that has any intention of taking over the
responsibilities of the States in any shape or form. Our proposals are merely to correct the
deficits in our administrative machinery, and are purely Federal. We have no notion of
relieving the States of responsibilities or extending the Federal activities beyond their
proper relationships with the States.

And that covers all the questions I have, so that is all | can give you today.

Q. Is there any proposal, Mr. President, to increase the responsibilities of the States?

THE PRESIDENT. That matter has not been taken up at all. It no doubt will come
up in the Law Enforcement Commission, as they are considering everything. | have no
doubt they will have that under consideration in time if they have not already — that | do
not know.

NOTE: President Hoover's eighty-second news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 12 noon on Tuesday, January 14, 1930.
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Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report

of the Porto Rican Hurricane Relief Commission
January 14, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I am submitting herewith for your consideration a copy of the report of the Porto
Rican Hurricane Relief Commission recommending that additional funds be made
available to the Commission for the purposes specified therein. | am also submitting a
draft of the legislation proposed by the Commission to accomplish these purposes.

Porto Rico is still suffering from the effects of the disastrous hurricane of September
13, 1928. There exists a real and immediate need for appropriating these funds in order to
alleviate the distress due to unemployment on the Island and to enable the Commission to
continue its farm rehabilitation program.

The proposed legislation has my approval and | recommend its immediate
enactment.

HERBERT HOOVER

THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 14, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as House Document 254 (71st Cong., 2d
Sess.).

The report recommended an additional $3 million, including $2 million for roads and schools
and $1 million to be applied to an existing $6 million loan fund for Porto Rican planters. A
resolution authorizing the appropriation (Public Res. 33) became law on January 24, 1930, but the
appropriation was later defeated in the House of Representatives.



21

Letter Commending the Work of the Pan American Society
January 15, 1930

[Released January 15, 1930. Dated November 13, 1929]

Dear Mr. Merrill:

I have learned of your proposed visit throughout the United States with a view to the
organization of branches of the Pan American Society in a number of our larger cities.

I am much interested in the work of the Pan American Society in its promotion of
friendly relations and mutual understanding between the United States and its sister
republics of Latin America, and | am confident that you will find on your tour a great
many of our citizens throughout the country who will be specially interested in your
undertaking and who will grasp the opportunity of cooperating with you most heartily in
the creation of branches of the Pan American Society in our more important cities.

I wish you every success in the efforts you and your associates are putting forth
along these lines.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. John L. Merrill, President, Pan American Society, 67 Broad Street, New York City]
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Message to the Congress Recommending an Appropriation

To Refund Fees Collected for Visas
January 15, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I inclose a report received from the Secretary of State concerning certain claims
against the United States for the refund of the fees collected for visas issued under the
laws in force prior to July 1, 1924, which were rendered worthless by the enactment of
the immigration act of 1924. The report requests that the Congress authorize the
appropriation of the sum necessary to refund the fees referred to.

I concur in the recommendation of the Secretary of State and recommend that the
Congress authorize an appropriation in the sum of $160,000, or so much thereof as may
be necessary, to effect the settlement of these claims.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
January 15, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as House Document 256 (71st Cong., 2d
Sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
January 17, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. | am sorry to say that | haven't got a single particle of news of any
sort or kind at the present time. You know more about things that are going on than | do,
so | can't help. That is about all there is to it.

NOTE: President Hoover's eighty-third news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, January 17, 1930.



24

Message Congratulating Dr. David Starr Jordan on His Birthday
January 17, 1930

My dear Dr. Jordan:

I send you my cordial congratulations upon your birthday and | do pray that you may
long continue in health and happiness to be the wise counselor and valued friend of the
youth of the land.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Dr. David Starr Jordan, Stanford University, Palo Alto, California]

NOTE: Dr. Jordan, educator, author, and naturalist, served as President of Stanford University from
1891 to 1913 and as Chancellor from 1913 to 1916.
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The President's News Conference of
January 21, 1930

FRANKLIN MOTT GUNTHER

THE PRESIDENT. I have two items here. One of them is that Mr. Gunther, who has
been Minister to Egypt, is being transferred to Ecuador, in line with our general policy of
filling the Latin American posts with career men who have had South American
experience.

EMPLOYMENT

The Department of Labor reports this morning that for the first time since the stock
exchange crash the tide of employment is changed in the right direction — shows a very
distinct increase in employment all over the country during the past 10 days. A report
from the time of the crash down to about the 25th of December shows a continuous
decrease in employment, and now the tide seems to have definitely turned the other way,
and substantially so.

Other than that | will leave you to the many other sources of news.

NOTE: president Hoover's eighty-fourth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 12 noon on Tuesday, January 21, 1930.
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Exchange of Messages With President-Elect Pascual Ortiz

Rubio of Mexico on His Departure From the United States
January 21, 1930

[Released January 21, 1930. Dated January 17, 1930]

My dear Mr. President:
| wish to express my gratitude for your kind telegram of January 16th.
| take this opportunity to wish you success with your administration and to express to
you the high appreciation | have of the fine impression which your visit has conveyed to
the American people.
Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[The Honorable Pascual Ortiz Rubio, Mexico City, Mexico]

NOTE: The President's message was in response to a message from President-elect Ortiz Rubio,
dated January 16, 1930, and released with the President's. A translation of the President-elect's
message follows:

On stepping on Mexican soil | desire to express to you, Mr. President, my very sincere
gratitude for the generous and cordial hospitality which I received from your great country and,
especially, for the repeated marks of courtesy and sympathy towards my native land with which
you were good enough to honor me during my stay in Washington. The message which | am
sending today to the American people through the Associated Press is the most heart-felt and
sincere expression of my thought. Together with our affectionate greetings for Mrs. Hoover and
yourself, | desire also to send my deep thanks to all the officials of your administration and the
military and civil authorities in general who lavished attentions and courtesies, which are greatly
appreciated, to render my good will tour agreeable, and brilliantly successful for the relations
between the two countries.

PASCUAL ORTIZ RUBIO

[The President, Washington, D.C.]
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Exchange of Messages With President Emilio Portes Gil of

Mexico on the Recent Visit of President-Elect Pascual Ortiz Rubio
January 21, 1930

I HAVE received Your Excellency's message of January eighteenth. Both Mrs. Hoover
and myself were very happy to have the President elect of Mexico and Senora de Ortiz
Rubio as our guests. | am most gratified to learn that Senor Ortiz Rubio enjoyed his visit
to the United States of America, and | assure Your Excellency that the reception which he
received here may be taken as indicating the feeling of friendship which the Government
and people of this country bear toward their sister Republic of Mexico.

HERBERT HOOVER
[His Excellency Emilio Portes Gil, Provisional President of Mexico, Mexico City]

NOTE: The President's message was in response to a message from President Portes Gil, dated
January 18, 1930, which follows:

In the name of the people and of the Government of Mexico | take great pleasure in expressing
to Your Excellency my most cordial thanks for the welcome shown in the United States to the
President-elect of Mexico, Don Pascual Ortiz Rubio and in which different receptions and
ceremonies the frank spirit of sincere friendship which happily unites the two countries and
Governments was clearly demonstrated.

EMILIO PORTES GIL
Provisional President of Mexico

[His Excellency, The President of the United States of America, Washington, D.C.]
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Message to the Congress Recommending an Appropriation To

Arbitrate the Claim of Charles J. Harrah Against the Cuban Government
January 22, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

On October 31, 1929, | submitted to the Congress a report of the Secretary of State
in regard to the claim of Charles J. Harrah, an American citizen, against the Government
of Cuba, growing out of the destruction in 1917, of a railroad built and operated by him
in the Province of Habana.

In submitting the report mentioned, | recommended that an appropriation in the
amount of $20,000 be made in order that the expenses which it would be necessary to
incur on the part of the Government of the United States to prosecute the Harrah claim to
settlement by arbitration might be met. | submit herewith a supplementary report of the
Secretary of State, from which it will be observed that, in the light of developments in the
arbitration proceedings to date, the amount previously mentioned will not be sufficient to
meet the necessary expenses of the arbitration and that $20,000 additional will be
required.

| recommend that an appropriation of $40,000 to provide for the costs of arbitrating
the Harrah claim be made instead of $20,000, as previously recommended.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House
January 22, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as Senate Document 70
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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Letter to James J. Scully, President of the

Building Trades Employers' Association
January 24, 1930

[Released January 24, 1930. Dated December 26, 1929]

Dear Mr. Scully:

| have been apprised that representatives of the Building Trades Employers'
Association and the Building Trades Department of the American Federation of Labor
will meet in Tampa, Florida, on January 20th, 1930, for the purpose of taking up for
consideration the matter of jurisdictional disputes and of agreeing on some method by
which these differences may be adjudicated. The serious effect of the jurisdictional
dispute upon both workers and employers in the building trades merits your most earnest
thought and action. The public interest is very closely interwoven with that of the
builders and mechanics involved in these disputes. In addition to the loss to builder and
worker, it frequently happens that the completion of important undertakings, hospitals,
schools, and other public structures is delayed, thus entailing heavy and unnecessary
expense upon the taxpayers.

I am glad that a real earnest, sincere effort is to be made by the employer and
employee representatives of the construction industry to devise a plan to amicably adjust
these disputes and thereby prevent a stoppage of work on the building under construction
while the differences are being composed. | know of nothing in the great building
industry of the country which has done so much injury to building trades craftsmen, the
contractors, and the public.

If the conferees set up machinery to meet and settle these jurisdictional disputes it
will be a fine contribution to the advancement of the building industry of our country.

Wishing you success in your endeavors, | am,

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. James J. Scully, President, Building Trades Employers' Assn., 1 Beacon St, Boston, Mass.]

NOTE: Thomas J. Williams, past president of the Building Trades Department—AFL, read the letter
to the conference of building trades employers and employees.
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Message to the Conference of Building Trades Employers and Employees
January 24, 1930

[Released January 24, 1930. Dated January 8, 1930]

Gentlemen:

I have been asked if, in view of the momentous importance of the conference you are
about to undertake, | would address to you a word of kindly encouragement. | am glad to
do so.

To find a method for the amiable settlement of jurisdictional disputes is indeed one
of the most important questions in our labor relations. It is capable of solution. Failure to
solve it results in losses to labor, to employers and to the public at large. It is evidence of
the advancing understanding of the whole of our social and economic problems that this
conference should take place, and | am indeed glad to wish success to your endeavors.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message was read into the record during a joint conference of the Building Trades
Department-AFL and the Building Trades Employers' Association. The conference was held in
Tampa, Fla.
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Message to the Congress Recommending an

Appropriation To Settle the Claim of Henry Borday
January 24, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a report concerning the claim of Mr. Henry Borday, a French
citizen, against the United States for indemnity on account of injuries received when he
was assaulted at his place of business at Port au Prince, Haiti, by two United States
marines about October 3, 1916, with a request that the recommendations of the Secretary
of State as indicated therein be adopted and that the Congress authorize the appropriation
of the sum necessary to pay the indemnities suggested by the Secretary of State.

I recommend that in order to effect a settlement of this claim in accordance with the
recommendation of the Secretary of State the Congress, as an act of grace and without
reference to the legal liability of the United States in the premises authorize an
appropriation in the sum of $1,000, with simple interest at 6 per cent from October 3,
19186, until the date of payment.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
January 24, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as Senate Document 72
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
January 24, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. This is a famine day. | haven't had a single incident that would make
news. All the news centers have moved over to London and | will have to leave it there
for a while — plus up on the Hill, of course, always. So | can't tell you anything.

NOTE: president Hoover's eighty-fifth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, January 24, 1930.
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Message Congratulating John Barton Payne on His 75th Birthday
January 27, 1930

[Released January 27, 1930. Dated January 10, 1930]

My dear Judge Payne:

Your seventy-fifth birthday will recall to the memory of your many friends, as it
does to mine, a wealth of reminiscence of your numberless public services and private
kindnesses. We are all glad that you still buoyantly bear your part in these activities, and
as we congratulate you upon your anniversary we also wish for ourselves many more
years of your comradeship.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: John Barton Payne was Chairman of The American National Red Cross. The message,
made public at a dinner in his honor in Washington, D.C., was published in "The Red Cross
Courier," February 15, 1930.
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The President's News Conference of
January 28, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. | have two items.
FRED MORRIS DEARING

We have transferred Mr. Dearing from Portugal to be Ambassador at Peru. That is in
accord with the policy which | stated some months ago of filling the South American and
Central American posts with career men. All of the Central and South American posts
now, except Bolivia, are held by career men in the diplomatic service. Bolivia is still
vacant, and we shall find some service man to fill that post in due time.

EMPLOYMENT

The other item is the report of the Department of Labor for the week ending January
13, the details of which you can get from the Department some time during the day, but
incidentally, it shows an increase of 3.3 percent in employment over the previous week,
and that increase is current in practically every industry except one or two minor ones
where there has been no increase, but it is generally distributed over the whole of the
industrial world — some of them more than others — but the details of it you can get from
the Department. It is at least an encouraging sign. And that is all I have this morning.

NOTE: President Hoover's eighty-sixth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 12 noon on Tuesday, January 28, 1930.
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Message to a Dinner Honoring Former Ambassador Alanson B. Houghton
January 30, 1930

[Released January 30, 1930. Dated December 26, 1929]

My dear Mr. Wiley:

I am glad to learn that the Steuben County Society, of New York, plans to pay
appropriate honor to the Honorable Alanson B. Houghton at its forthcoming annual
dinner. Mr. Houghton's service as Ambassador to Germany and to the Court of St. James
was a genuine contribution to the furtherance of international understanding and good
will. His work as a distinguished and able representative of his country in diplomatic
councils deserves the thanks of his countrymen.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. Louis Wiley, The New York Times, New York City]
NOTE: The Steuben County Society of New York held their 35th annual dinner at the Commodore

Hotel in New York City on February 6, 1930. Mr. Wiley, president of the Society, released the
message in connection with the ceremonies honoring Ambassador Houghton.
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The President's News Conference of
January 31, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. I have only one announcement, that is the appointment of Mr.
[Charles B.] Rugg of Massachusetts as Assistant Attorney General. He is a son of the
present chief justice of Massachusetts. Other than that | have nothing.

NOTE: President Hoover's eighty-seventh news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, January 31, 1930.
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Message to the Congress Recommending Payment of a

Claim Presented by the Government of Great Britain
January 31, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I inclose a report received from the Secretary of State requesting the submission
anew to the present Congress of the claim presented by the Government of Great Britain
on behalf of Mr. H. W. Bennett, a British subject, against the United States for
reimbursement on account of losses sustained in connection with the rescue of survivors
of the U.S.S. Cherokee, in February, 1919.

I concur in the recommendation made by the Secretary of State and recommend that,
as an act of grace and without reference to the question of the legal liability of the United
States in the matter, the Congress authorize an appropriation in the sum of $253.50 in
order to effect a settlement of this claim.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
January 31, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as Senate Document 76
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
February 4, 1930

THE HAITIAN COMMISSION

THE PRESIDENT. I have had on one or two occasions, and again this morning, some
questions about Haiti. And now that the Senate and House have approved the
appropriation for a thorough investigation of conditions in Haiti, | shall appoint a
commission at once, and | hope to be able to announce the names this week.

The primary question which is to be investigated is when and how we are to
withdraw from Haiti.

The second question is what we are to do in the meantime. Certainly we will
withdraw from Haiti sometime — both our military officials and our civil officials. There
are some who have been advocating immediate scuttling from that situation. | am advised
from every group in Haiti that such action would bring complete chaos in that island. On
the other hand, the Treaty of 1915 [39 Stat. 1654] expires in 1936 — or at least its major
provisions expire at that time, and we have no mandate to continue there after that time.

We have an obligation to the people of Haiti, and we need to plan now as to how we
are going to discharge that obligation prior to 1936. There is a necessity to build up an
assurance of an effective and stable government so that life and property may be
protected when we withdraw. So we need to know the sequent steps that should be taken
to build up stability in Haiti. And the answers to these questions must need be worked out
with an understanding of the background of social and political problems in Haiti, and it
needs to be done by men with unbiased minds. So | have determined some time ago to
send such a commission to Haiti to determine the facts and to survey the whole problem
in all of its aspects, and to confer on all sides with the people of Haiti, and to come to
some conclusion as to the liquidation of our responsibility and at the same time develop
some positive method of securing a stable government.

| stated before that | have no desire that we should be represented abroad by marines.
We entered Haiti in 1915 under a treaty that provided we should assist the Republic of
Haiti to restore order, to organize an effective police force, to rehabilitate its finances,
and develop its natural resources. We entered at that time because of the distress and
chaos brought about by continued revolutions. Peace and order have been restored, the
finances have been rehabilitated, the police force has been functioning under the
leadership of marine officers. We have built up roads and schools and sanitation. General
Russell deserves great credit for the work that he has done in that country.

What we need now is a definite policy and a knowledge of the sequent steps that we
ought to take prior to the expiration of our treaty. That question can only be determined
by an effective examination of the subject by men of experience and national standing,
and | propose, therefore, to send a commission to do it.

That is all.

Q. How much of a commission, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT. Either five or seven.

Q. Do you intend to appoint that commission, Mr. President, before you take your
little holiday?

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, and just between ourselves that holiday is no certainty.

NOTE: President Hoover's eighty-eighth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 12 noon on Tuesday, February 4, 1930.

Brig. Gen. John H. Russell, USMC, was the American High Commissioner for Haiti.

The White House also issued a text of the President's statement on the President's Commission
for the Study and Review of Conditions in the Republic of Haiti (see Item 39).
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Statement on the President's Commission for the Study

and Review of Conditions in the Republic of Haiti
February 4, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"Now that the Senate and House have approved the appropriation for a thorough
inquiry into our problems in Haiti, | shall appoint a commission at once to undertake it. |
hope to be able to announce its personnel within a week.

"The primary question which is to be investigated is when and how we are to
withdraw from Haiti. The second question is what we shall do in the meantime. Certainly
we shall withdraw our marines and officials sometime. There are some people who wish
for us to scuttle overnight. I am informed that every group in Haiti considers that such
action would result in disaster to the Haitian people. On the other hand, our Treaty of
1915 [39 Stat. 1654], under which our forces are present in that country in the main,
expires in 1936, or 6 years hence. We have no mandate to continue the present
relationship after that date.

"We have an obligation to the people of Haiti, and we need to plan how we will
discharge that obligation. There is need to build up a certainty of efficient and stable
government in order that life and property may be protected after we withdraw. We need
to know, therefore, what sequent steps should be taken in cooperation with the Haitian
people to bring about this result.

"The answers to these questions must be worked out in broad vision after careful
investigation of the entire subject by men of unbiased minds. It is for this reason that |
have proposed to send a commission to Haiti to determine the facts, to study and survey
the whole problem in the light of our experience in the past 15 years and the social and
political background of the Haitian people, to confer with all sides, to recommend the
sequent and positive steps which will lead to the liquidation of our responsibilities and at
the same time assure stable government in Haiti.

"As | have stated before, | have no desire for representation of the American
Government abroad through our military forces. We entered Haiti in 1915 for reasons
arising from chaotic and distressing conditions, the consequence of a long period of civil
war and disorganization. We assumed by treaty the obligation to assist the Republic of
Haiti in the restoration of order, the organization of an efficient police force, the
rehabilitation of its finances, and the development of its natural resources. We have the
implied obligation of assisting in building up of a stable self-government. Peace and
order have been restored, finances have been largely rehabilitated, a police force is
functioning under the leadership of marine officers. The economic development of Haiti
has shown extraordinary improvement under this regime. It is marked by highway
systems, vocational schools, public health measures. General Russell deserves great
credit for these accomplishments.

"We need now a new and definite policy looking forward to the expiration of our
treaties."”

NOTE: Brig. Gen. John H. Russell, USMC, was the American High Commissioner to Haiti.

For President Hoover's request for authorization of the Commission, see 1929 volume, Item
305. The joint resolution providing for a study and review of the policies of the United States in
Haiti, approved February 6, 1930, is Public Resolution, No. 37 (46 Stat. 63).
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Letter Accepting the Resignation of William Howard Taft

as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
February 4, 1930

My dear Mr. Chief Justice:

| was deeply pained at receiving your letter of resignation today. For some time |
have been aware of the shock you received to your health and have been fearful lest this
event should occur.

In accepting your resignation 1 would like to add my personal appreciation of the
long and distinguished service of a great American to his country.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[The Honorable William Howard Taft, Chief Justice of the United States, Washington, D.C.]
NOTE: The text of Chief Justice Taft's letter of resignation, dated February 3, 1930, follows:

My dear Mr. President:

I am desirous of accepting the privilege and benefits which the Act of March 1, 1929, chapter
419, 45 Stat. 1422, accords to judges of courts of the United States who have held commissions as
such judges for at least ten years, whether continuously or otherwise, and have attained the age of
seventy years; and to that end | hereby resign my commission and office as Chief Justice of the
United States.

From 1892 to 1900 | held a commission, and served, as a Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit of
the United States and from 1921 to the present time | have held a commission, and served, as Chief
Justice of the United States, making a total service of more than ten years under the two
commissions; and | now have attained the age of more than seventy years. Thus the conditions
named in the statute are all present.

This resignation is intended to take effect immediately upon its acceptance by you. With great
respect, | am

Very sincerely yours,
WILLIAM H. TAFT

[The President, The White House]



41

Statement on the Resignation of Chief Justice William Howard Taft
February 4, 1930

THE PRESIDENT stated:

"The Chief Justice has given an almost unparalleled career to the highest
responsibilities in the Nation. He leaves his great trust as Chief Justice not only with
universal esteem and gratitude but with the affection of the whole American people."
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Message to the Congress Recommending Participation
in a Joint United States-Canada Investigation Into

Damming of Passamaquoddy and Cobscook Bays
February 4, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I commend to the favorable consideration of the Congress the inclosed report from
the Acting Secretary of State, to the end that legislation may be enacted to authorize an
appropriation of $45,000 to defray half the expenses of an investigation to be made
jointly by the United States and Canada of the probable effects of the damming of
Passamaquoddy and Cobscook Bays on the fisheries of that region.

HERBERT HOOVER

THE WHITE HOUSE,
February 4, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as House Document 275
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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Remarks to a Group of Community Chest Workers
February 5, 1930

COMMUNITY CHESTS in our cities have demonstrated their value and importance for
effective conduct in administration of the multitude of charities necessary within our
great municipalities. They represent our greatest advance in the administration of charity.
Their great purpose is the handling, with large vision, of the obligations of a whole city to
its less fortunate residents. They guarantee integrity and efficient conduct of charitable
administration. They assure skill in administration, freedom from prejudice. They give
support to charities of vital necessity yet of less emotional appeal. They free the
administrators of our charitable institutions from anxiety and the diversion of their time
from primary duties to the constant collection of funds. They give assurance of
continuity. They make for the relief of the residents of a community from constant
supplication and uncertainty.

The Community Chest stands for the sense of charity of the city. And charity is the
obligation of the strong to the weak; it is the practice of a spiritual impulse; it is the
restraint of selfishness; it is the expression of the confidence of mankind. Works of
charity are the rests of spiritual development of men and women and communities. At
this time when we attach too much importance to material and economic success, we
place great emphasis on the idea of greater comfort, the possession of riches, and we too
often overlook the necessity for stimulated spiritual development, the Community Chest
has come to stand for this spiritual development of a community.

I should like to speak as a citizen of the District. The Capital City of the Nation
should lead both in the evidence of acceptance of its obligations to the less fortunate and
in devotion to spiritual development. | suggest that the time has arrived in this appeal
when every citizen in the District should give some evidence of his devotion to charitable
purpose, no matter how small, and that those who have already given should review their
gifts to be sure they have been extended to the utmost they can afford.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the East Room of the White House to a group of 150
Community Chest workers. The remarks were broadcast on radio to group meetings and the public
throughout the Washington, D.C. area.
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Exchange of Messages With Pascual Ortiz Rubio

on His Inauguration as President of Mexico
February 5, 1930

UPON THIS occasion of the assumption of the high office of Chief Executive of the
United Mexican States to which Your Excellency has been called by the confidence of
your fellow citizens, and with most happy recollections of your recent visit to the United
States of America, | send you cordial greetings. It is my confident hope that Mexico
under your leadership may enjoy the greatest possible prosperity and that the relations
between our two peoples and governments will continue to be characterized by
friendship, understanding and cordiality. | beg of Your Excellency to accept also my best
wishes for your personal health and happiness.

HERBERT HOOVER

[His Excellency Senor Don Pascual Ortiz Rubio, President of the United Mexican States, Mexico
City]

NOTE: The message was conveyed by J. Reuben Clark, Jr., Special Ambassador to the
inauguration.

A translation of President Ortiz Rubio's response to the President's message, dated February 7,
1930, follows:

I thank Your Excellency most sincerely for the cordial greetings which you were so kind as to
send me at the time of my assuming the presidency of Mexico and pleasantly impressed by the
manifestations which | have just received in your great country, | avail myself of this opportunity to
declare to you that during my government the development of the most sincere policy of
rapprochement and cooperation with the North American Republic will continue. Accept,
Excellency, the expression of my best wishes for your personal happiness.

PASCUAL ORTIZ RUBIO
President of Mexico

[To His Excellency Herbert Hoover, White House]
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Statement About Nominating Major General Herbert B.

Crosby as a Commissioner of the District of Columbia
February 5, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"After Major General Croshy has retired and thus become a civilian, | shall nominate
him as one of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia. He has been a resident of
the District for the past 7 years and has been much interested in its progress. He accepts
only at my urgent request.

"I have consulted a number of leading citizens who consider with me that the District
will be glad to secure a man of such outstanding national distinction in its service.
General Crosby will have under his direction the police, fire, and traffic services. He does
not wish to become presiding Commissioner, and prefers to devote himself to these
particular branches. His headship of these departments will be assurance of just support
and leadership to the men in these services. It will be a guarantee to both the official and
unofficial residents of the District and especially to the Nation at large that the Capital of
the Nation will be free of organized crime."”

NOTE: Major General Croshy's retirement as Chief of Cavalry, United States Army, was effective
on March 30, 1930.

On March 21, the President nominated Major General Crosby and Luther H. Reichelderfer to
be Commissioners of the District of Columbia. On the same day, the White House released
biographical data on the two nominees.
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Message to the National Retail Dry Goods Association
February 5, 1930

[Released February 5, 1930. Dated January 31, 1930]

My dear Mr. Koch:

I am indeed glad to learn that an extensive survey of conditions in representative
retail stores throughout the country indicates the sustained buying power of the people.
The cooperation of the members of the National Retail Dry Goods Association looking
toward maintenance of economic stability is a powerful aid to a nationwide movement
that gives every evidence of success.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message, sent to Alfred B. Koch, president, National Retail Dry Goods Association,
Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City, was read during a meeting of the association.

The organization was one of the groups represented in and cooperating with the National
Business Survey Conference. The report referred to was based on a nationwide survey of 780 stores
by the association's publication, the Dry Goods Economist.
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Message to President Pascual Ortiz Rubio of Mexico About His Escape

From Assassination
February 6, 1930

WHILE DEEPLY distressed to learn of the cowardly attack made on you and your family
Mrs. Hoover and | rejoice with the American people that you and Senora de Ortiz Rubio
have suffered no serious harm and that you have been spared to carry on your
constructive Program. Please accept our most cordial wishes for your complete recovery
and be assured that the Government of the United States earnestly trusts that Mexico,
under your wise and able guidance, will enjoy an era of spiritual and economic progress.

HERBERT HOOVER
[His Excellency Pascual Ortiz Rubio, President of Mexico]
NOTE: Two hours after taking the oath of office on February 5, 1930, President Rubio was

wounded in the cheek and jaw by a series of shots fired by Daniel Flores from a group of
spectators.
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Letter Accepting the Resignation of William C. Deming as President of

the Civil Service Commission
February 6, 1930

[Released February 6, 1930. Dated February 5, 1930]

My dear Mr. Deming:

I have your letter of resignation of January 28th which, of necessity, | must accept. |
would, however, like to leave the precise date of such acceptance open to further
agreement between us.

I should like to take this occasion to express my sincere regret that you feel you
cannot continue as Chairman of the Commission. The long and effective service you have
given has contributed to the upbuilding of the Civil Service, and your conduct of the
office has won the full esteem of all members of the Government as well as the public at
large.

I am in hopes that the time may come when your personal affairs will permit of your
return to public service.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Hon. William C. Deming, Civil Service Commission, Washington, D.C.]
NOTE: Mr. Deming's letter of resignation, dated January 28, 1930, follows:

My dear Mr. President:

Some mention has been made of me by friends and the press of Wyoming as a candidate for
the United States Senate.

While | have reached no decision, it would be difficult in my present position to make a
survey of the situation without violating the spirit of the civil service law.

Even if | should not become personally interested in the Wyoming Senatorial contest, my
publishing business and real-estate activities, having been expanded considerably in recent years,
are entitled to closer attention.

Therefore, | hereby tender my resignation as a member of the United States Civil Service
Commission, to be effective at your pleasure.

It has been a great honor to serve under President Harding, President Coolidge and you, and a
privilege to be so long associated with my colleagues and staff.

I have found them loyal and efficient. To them is due much credit for the general progress in
the scope and character of the merit system in the last decade.

Thanking you for many courtesies,

I am, most sincerely,
William C. Deming
President
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Message to the Congress Recommending an Appropriation for the Sixth

Session of the Permanent International Association of Road Congresses
February 6, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I commend to the favorable consideration of the Congress the inclosed report from
the Acting Secretary of State, to the end that legislation may be enacted to authorize an
appropriation of $30,000 for the expenses of the sixth session of the Permanent
International Association of Road Congresses, to be held in Washington, D.C., October,
1930.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
February 6, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as House Document 284
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
February 7, 1930

THE HAITIAN COMMISSION AND THE MOTON COMMISSION

THE PRESIDENT. I have secured the consent of five members of the Commission to
Haiti — Mr. W. Cameron Forbes as Chairman, Mr. Henry P. Fletcher, Mr. Elie Vezina of
Rhode Island, Mr. James Kerney of New Jersey, Mr. William Allen White of Kansas.

I am still having some conversations with Members of the Senate and House as to
the advisability of additional membership from there. There has been some disinclination
to join the Commission, but it has not yet been settled.

In cooperation with Mr. Forbes, | have requested Dr. [Robert R.] Moton, the
president of Tuskegee Institute, on behalf of the institute and such other educational
institutions as he may suggest, to undertake an exhaustive investigation into the
educational system of Haiti with view to recommendations for the future.

And there is a little statement here as to the five — points of biography on these five
members of the Commission.

Q. Mr. President, how many would be added from Congress — two each?

THE PRESIDENT. | should think so.

Q. Mr. President, is Dr. Moton to be attached to the Commission?

THE PRESIDENT. Separately. Tuskegee Institute | have asked to take charge of any
educational ends. Dr. Moton, being the head of the institute, | have thought could handle
the educational matters better than anyone else.

Q. Mr. President, will they dispatch investigators to Haiti?

THE PRESIDENT. Tuskegee? Oh, yes.

NOTE: President Hoover's eighty-ninth news conference was held in the State, War, and
Navy Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, February 7, 1930.

On the same day, the White House issued biographical sketches for each of the
appointees to the Haitian Commission.

The White House also issued a text of the President's statement on the appointment
of the members of the President's Commission for the Study and Review of Conditions in
the Republic of Haiti (see Item 51).
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Statement on the Appointment of Members to the President's Commission

for the Study and Review of Conditions in the Republic of Haiti
February 7, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"I have now appointed the Haitian Commission which will be comprised of:

Mr. W. Cameron Forbes, as Chairman

Mr. Henry P. Fletcher, of Pennsylvania

Mr. Elie Vezina, of Rhode Island

Mr. James Kerney, of New Jersey

Mr. William Allen White, of Kansas.

"In cooperation with Mr. Forbes, | have requested Dr. R. R. Moron, president of
Tuskegee Institute, on behalf of the institute and such other educational affiliations as he
may suggest, to undertake an exhaustive investigation into the educational system of
Haiti with view to recommendations for the future.

"The [Haitian] Commission will be leaving for Haiti about the 20th to the 25th of
February."

NOTE: The President's Commission for the Study and Review of Conditions in the
Republic of Haiti was popularly known as the Haitian Commission.

The President referred to Dr. Robert R. Moton, who chaired the United States
Commission on Education in Haiti (Moton Commission), which visited Haiti during June
and July 1930. Other members of the Moton Commission were Mordecai W. Johnson,
Leo M. Favrot, W. T. B. Williams, and Benjamin F. Hubert. On October I, 1930, the
commission filed its report entitled "Report of the United States Commission on
Education in Haiti" (State Department Publication No. 166, Government Printing Office:
1931, 74 pp.).
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Message on the Commemoration of Abraham Lincoln's Birthday
February 10, 1930

THE SPIRIT of Abraham Lincoln more and more permeates the political ideals of our
people. His greatness of heart, his wide comprehension of issues, and his patience, his
belief in the people — are touchstones of democracy and of practical government.

Abraham Lincoln believed in party government. He held that government by the
majority was one of the most essential principles of democracy, and that the majority
could not express its will except through party organization. He believed that political
parties must have a spirit as well as a program. He endowed the Republican Party with a
great tradition, a sense of organization and a sense of responsibility to all the people
which has dominated its spirit since his day.

It is a sure instinct and a worthy thing that brings the members of the Republican
Party together each year to commemorate his birth. I would be glad if you would convey
my greetings and good wishes upon this occasion.

HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message was sent to Ernest C. Moore, president of the Lincoln Club of Southern
California, Los Angeles, Calif.

This message was distributed upon request to schools, and political and civic groups. Retained
copies of correspondence in the President's files show that various organizations and schools in
California, Idaho, Minnesota, Missouri, New Jersey, Oregon, Tennessee, and Washington received
copies to be read at meetings and other public gatherings.
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Message to the Congress Recommending an Increase

in Salary for the United States Minister to Liberia
February 13, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a report by the Acting Secretary of State recommending
legislation authorizing an increase in the salary of the Minister Resident and Consul
General of the United States to Liberia from $5,000 to $10,000 per annum.

I am in full accord with the reasons advanced by the Acting Secretary of State in
support of the increase and | strongly urge upon the Congress the enactment of legislation
authorizing it.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
February 13, 1930.

NOTE: The text of the Acting Secretary of State's letter, dated the same day, follows:

The President:

The undersigned, the Acting Secretary of State, has the honor to bring to the President's
attention the matter of the salary of the Minister Resident and Consul General of the United States
to Liberia and to recommend that Congress be requested to enact legislation which will authorize
an increase thereof to $10,000 per annum. In support of this recommendation, the following facts
are submitted:

The salary of $5,000 now appropriated for this office is inadequate and is disproportionate to
the salaries paid to the classified Foreign Service officers of the United States and is less than that
received by any other foreign representative in Monrovia, none of whom has a higher grade than
Charge d'Affaires, as those who do not have salaries equal to that of the American representative
have the benefit of allotments and prerequisites. Thus, in 1925-1926, the British consul general and
the German consul at Monrovia each received a salary of $7,500 per annum, and in addition,
entertainment and household allowances. In 1926-1927, the British consul general received $9,272
salary, $2,196 local allowance, amounting to $11,468, more than double the entire compensation of
the American minister and consul general, and in addition thereto, a house is provided for him. The
British vice consul, a subordinate official, receives, if married, only about $400 per annum less than
the American consul general, whose salary is $5,000.

The British Legation, owned and furnished by the British Government, is an elaborate two-
story concrete building with 14 rooms and appurtenances. Germany, France and Spain also provide
quarters for their representatives.

The United States has a number of definite interests in Liberia, all of which the American
minister must maintain and advance. Liberia began under American auspices, having been
colonized by slaves freed in this country. Liberia has always regarded the United States as her next
friend and on numerous occasions the United States has employed her good offices to assist Liberia
politically, financially, and economically. There are also extensive American missionary interests
involving about 100 American missionaries, both white and colored, with an estimated investment
of $500,000 and a yearly budget of $300,000. American capital is being invested on a large scale in
the development of rubber plantations. An American concession permits the planting of one million
acres which is now being developed at the rate of about 20,000 acres per year and at an
approximate cost of one million dollars annually. There is a $5,000,000 loan to Liberia placed in
America and secured by American receivership of customs under the direction of an American
bank and assisted by an American financial adviser.

The American minister and consul general to Liberia is required to perform both diplomatic
and consular functions, and for this dual service he receives a salary of but $5,000 per annum,
which is $5,000 less than is paid to any other minister of the United States, $4,000 less than is paid
to Foreign Service officers of Class I, $3,000 less than is paid to Foreign Service officers of Class
11, $2,000 less than is paid to Foreign Service officers of Class 111, $1,000 less than is paid to
Foreign Service officers of Class IV, and is equal only to the salaries paid to Foreign Service
officers of Class V, which comprises no consul general and no diplomatic officer of higher grade
than that of second secretary. That a minister accredited to a foreign government should receive a
salary no larger than that received by a second secretary of legation is an anomaly in the Foreign



Service of the United States, which, in the view of the undersigned, should, in fairness to the
minister and for the sake of uniformity in the Foreign Service, be corrected.

The duties of the American minister resident and consul general are in all respects similar to
those performed by other American ministers and may be fairly compared to those performed by
such ministers at posts in the smaller Latin American countries. These ministers all receive $10,000
annually.

Moreover, with the cost of living at Monrovia for a foreigner being even higher than it is in
the United States, it is impossible for the American minister, unless he be a man of large
independent means, to meet the requirements of diplomatic life and his family necessities on the
small salary now granted to the post.

Respectfully submitted,
J.P.COTTON
Acting Secretary of State

Department of State,
February 13, 1930,
Washington, D.C.
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Letter to Felix M. Warburg on the Celebration

of Thomas Jefferson's Birthday
February 16, 1930

[Released February 16, 1930. Dated February 4, 1930]

My dear Mr. Warburg:

I have your communication setting forth the suggestion that April 13th next, being
the birthday of Thomas Jefferson and a Sunday, should be especially marked by proper
celebration of the founding of religious freedom. It would seem to me to be a fitting and
inspiring undertaking.

As you suggest that | should appoint a committee to undertake such celebration, it is
my thought that the Board of Governors of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation
already comprises in its membership men and women of outstanding leadership in all
directions of national thought, and that it would be desirable that they should undertake to
bring the occasion to the attention of the American people and make such arrangements
as would give it significance.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. Felix Warburg, 115 Broadway, New York, N.Y.]
NOTE: Mr. Warburg's letter, dated December 30, 1929, follows:

My dear Mr. President:

It is a noteworthy and most unusual coincidence, that the religious holy days, known as Palm
Sunday and Passover will both occur on April 13th, 1930, the birthday of Thomas Jefferson, author
of the world famous Statute for Religious Freedom.

It has been recommended therefore that the day be observed educationally and patriotically.
The recommendation has been urged by a number of outstanding citizens including Senator Simeon
D. Fess of Ohio, Dr. Edwin A. Alderman, President of the University of Virginia, and others whose
opinions were published in the Congressional Record, a copy of which is hereto attached.

To make the celebration worthy of this very unusual coincidence, we are very anxious to have
a suitable advisory committee appointed by the President of the United States. We should
appreciate it if you would appoint such a committee and consent to be its Honorary Chairman.

The National Educational Committee and the Board of Governors of the Thomas Jefferson
Memorial Foundation will assist your Committee in having similar committees appointed by
Governors and Mayors throughout the country and in the preparation of an educational program
predicated upon an Address to the American People by you as President of the United States.

We shall be very grateful to you for whatever assistance you may be able to afford to this
educational and patriotic work.

With assurances of our very high esteem and regard, | beg to remain, my dear Mr. Hoover,

Yours very respectfully,
FELIX M. WARBURG
Committee on behalf of the Board of Governors

[Honorable Herbert Hoover, President of the United States, White House, Washington, D.C.]
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The President's News Conference of
February 18, 1930

MEETING WITH CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP

THE PRESIDENT. I have had a number of questions about the conference we had this
morning at the White House. | do not want to make any public statement on the question.
I will be very glad to tell you the background for your own information.

The House leaders are very anxious for expedition in legislative matters. They have
completed, or will within another week or 10 days have completed, their major program —
appropriation bills, et cetera — and they are likely to have a period when they will have
nothing to do due to the delays in the Senate. And we had a general discussion on what
might be done to expedite matters before the Senate, chiefly the tariff bill.*

The matter is one of pressing character because, as you know, the business situation
of the country is more sensitive now than it normally would be to legislative reactions,
and the delays in legislation have a tendency to slowdown recovery a little.

And there is still another phase of it, that we have general cooperation of the whole
of the community — business, agriculture, and labor — in getting by a difficult period. And
that cooperation is going on magnificently over the entire country, and a little more
cooperation in legislation would help us to get by. That arises in some very definite
particulars. For instance, we have been expediting public works very largely — have taken
on quite a number more employees to help meet contracts, especially in waterway
development and things of that kind, and our funds will be exhausted of the present fiscal
year appropriation somewhere about the middle to the end of March. Appropriation bills
provide that we can draw on next year's appropriations for anticipated work for this
special period, and we have been counting on the use of appropriations in that form to
keep going. So that unless we can have some assistance in those particulars, the
Government itself will be in the position of letting out anything from 10 to 20,000 men
from employment by the end of March. So that expedition does press.

There is no discussion as to means of appeal to the country or anything of that kind.
The discussions we had were purely as to methods that might be taken up as to [the] best
[way of] working in the tariff legislation. We discussed the whole question of procedure,
and what could be done by way of expedition of debate, et cetera. And I have no doubt
that the Senate leaders will have discussions with the leaders in the opposition to see
what can be done to expedite the whole question in view of the public necessity for as
early action as possible.

REPORT ON PAY INCREASES FOR THE ARMY AND NAVY

So that is the entire story there, and I have nothing else ready this morning except
that we are issuing the reports made by the Budget Bureau and the Bureau of Efficiency
on the interdepartmental report recommending some 6 or 8 months ago very large
increases in Army and Navy pay. Those have been printed so that you will have them
available today. There is, as you know, a Joint Select Committee of the House and Senate
considering that question, and they have asked to have those reports, and they have been
sent up to them, and | have had a few extra copies printed so that you may have them
available, and that is all.

NOTE: President Hoover's ninetieth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 12 noon on Tuesday, February 18, 1930.

The reports the President referred to are published as Appendixes A and B in Senate
Document No. 259 (71st Cong., 3d sess.), entitled "Pay and Allowances of Commissioned and
Enlisted Personnel of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Coast and Geodetic Survey,
and Public Health Service."

At issue was a new pay system proposed by the Interdepartmental Pay Board created in March
1929. The system would abolish most officers' allowances and substitute rates computed from



standard grade bases and standard seniority increments, uniform for all services. The Bureau of the
Budget estimated that it would mean pay increases of about 27 percent for commissioned
personnel.

The President also referred to the Joint Committee To Investigate Pay and Allowances in the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Coast and Geodetic Survey, and Public Health Service,
created under Public Resolution 36, February 3, 1930.

' As of February 18, 1930, the House of Representatives had passed the tariff bill that had been under
consideration since April 1929, but Senate action was still incomplete.
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Message on the 3,000th Performance of the Mission Play
February 18, 1930

[Released February 18, 1930. Dated February 17, 1930]

| CONGRATULATE you cordially upon the 3,000th performance of the Mission Play
which so vividly recreates the atmosphere of California's romantic early history.

HERBERT HOOVER
[Mr. John S. McGroarty, c/o The Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles, California]
NOTE: The message was read at the 3,000th performance of the Mission Play, a production

depicting the development and decline of Spanish missions in colonial California. Mr. McGroarty
was the author.
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Message to the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers
February 19, 1930

[Released February 19, 1930. Dated February 17, 1930]

My dear Mr. Bradley:

| would appreciate it greatly if you would give my greetings to the members of the
American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers who may be assembled at the
annual dinner on Wednesday.

I have watched the growth and progress of the Institute with great satisfaction, and |
would like to add my congratulations for your own service and my confidence in Mr.
Bassett, who will now succeed you.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. Fred Bradley, American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers, New York City]
NOTE: The message was read at the annual banquet held at the Commodore Hotel in New York

City.
William H. Bassett was the newly-elected president of the institute.
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Letter to the Speaker of the House Transmitting a Supplemental Estimate

of Appropriation for the War Department
February 20, 1930

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress a
supplemental estimate of appropriation for the War Department for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1930, for maintenance and improvement of existing river and harbor works,
$12,000,000.

The details of this estimate, the necessity therefore, and the reasons for its
submission at this time are set forth in the letter of the Director of the Bureau of the
Budget transmitted herewith, with whose comments and observations thereon | concur.

Respectfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
February 20, 1930.

[The Speaker of the House of Representatives]

NOTE: The letter and accompanying papers are printed as House Document 303
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
February 21, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. I haven't any demands from your side today.
CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT FUNDS

There has been a good deal of discussion in the press about the Dale bill. | have been
very anxious to secure a proper readjustment of civil service employees' retirement funds,
and my attention was called a little while ago to certain injustices in the Dale plan by the
various departments of the Government, and those injustices present just the same
difficulty to me that they apparently presented to my predecessor.

That is, those employees, who as the result of faithful and capable service gradually
are promoted over the term of their service until they get into higher averages of salaries,
are very badly penalized under that arrangement. In fact, the penalties are so large that at
a certain average of salary, and not a very large salary at that, it would be better for those
employees if they took their 3%z percent, which they contribute out of their salaries to the
fund, and deposited it in the savings bank and drew it out when they retire.

In other words, the Government not only contributes nothing to that class of
employees, which give great service to the country, but it actually takes away a portion of
their contributions to the fund. And the Lehlbach plan put no penalties on the minimum
employees at all because they have exactly the same situation they had before; there was
a series of adjustments in it which gave a retirement annuity based upon the amount of
money contributed, after you got above the minimum, by the actual employee. That
would have cost something more to the Public Treasury, but | expressed a willingness to
meet that part of it, but that | felt that there was a very serious injustice there that could be
corrected. And from certain of the studies made by the different bureaus in cooperation
with Lehlbach was the evolution of that plan. | haven't myself cared particularly what the
plan was so long as it was a plan that brought out annuities in proper proportion to the
contributions of employees from their own pay, plus the Government contributions to the
minimum requirement.

I thought it might be desirable to make that clear to the employees of the
Government. There seems to be a good deal of misunderstanding, and some claim that
the plan was difficult to understand. It seemed to me it was easy to understand the fact
that there was no reduction of the annuity payment and there was an adjustment of the
annuity of those mentioned.

That is all | have today.

NOTE: President Hoover's ninety-first news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, February 21, 1930.

The White House also issued a text of the President's statement about retirement funds for
civil service employees (see Item 60).
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Statement About Retirement Funds for Civil Service Employees
February 21, 1930

THE PRESIDENT stated at a press conference on February 21, 1930:

"There has been a good deal of discussion in the press about the Dale bill. | have
been very anxious to secure a proper readjustment of civil service employees' retirement
funds, and my attention was called a little while ago to certain injustices in the Dale plan
by the various departments of the Government, and those injustices present just the same
difficulty to me that they apparently presented to my predecessor. That is, those
employees, who as the result of faithful and capable service gradually are promoted over
the term of their service until they get into higher averages of salaries, are very badly
penalized under that arrangement. In fact, the penalties are so large that at a certain
average of salary, and not a very large salary at that, it would be better for those
employees if they took their 3 1/2 percent, which they contribute out of their salaries to
the fund, and deposited it in the savings bank and drew it out when they retire. In other
words, the Government not only contributes nothing to that class of employees, which
give great service to the country, but it actually takes away a portion of their
contributions to the fund. And the Lehlbach plan put no penalties on the minimum
employees at all because they have exactly the same situation they had before; there was
a series of adjustments in it which gave a retirement annuity based upon the amount of
money contributed, after you got above the minimum, by the actual employee. That
would have cost something more to the Public Treasury, but | expressed a willingness to
meet that part of it, but that | felt that there was a very serious injustice there that could be
corrected. And from certain of the studies made by the different bureaus in cooperation
with Lehlbach was the evolution of that plan. I haven't myself cared particularly what the
plan was so long as it was a plan that brought out annuities in proper proportion to the
contributions of employees from their own pay, plus the Government contributions to the
minimum requirement.

"I thought it might be desirable to make that clear to the employees of the
Government. There seems to be a good deal of misunderstanding, and some claim that
the plan was difficult to understand. It seemed to me it was easy to understand the fact
that there was no reduction of the annuity payment and there was an adjustment of the
annuity of those mentioned."

NOTE: Prior to the President's statement, Representative Frederick R. Lehlbach of New Jersey
withdrew his plan (H.R. 9679) for liberalizing civil service retirement to make way for the plan (S.
15) sponsored by Senator Porter H. Dale of Vermont.

The Dale bill, previously vetoed by President Coolidge, passed the Senate on January 6, 1930.
On March 4, the House of Representatives passed an amended version of S. 15 containing
Representative Lehlbach's plan, which the President supported. With minor modifications this
became law on May 29, 1930 (Public, No. 279, 46 Stat. 468).

Under the new system most of the employee's contribution was segregated in an individual
account and used to purchase an additional annuity beyond the basic one.
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Message to the World Conference on Narcotic Education
February 21, 1930

| EARNESTLY commend the work of the World Conference on Narcotic Education for
its recognition of the menace to society in the excessive manufacture of narcotic drugs
and for their use of scientific methods and surveys to establish the facts concerning the
evils and extent of the traffic in these drugs. The consistent leadership of Americans in
the effort to control this traffic is a worldwide service to the health, morals, and public
safety of the race.

HERBERT HOOVER

[The Chairman of the Governing Board of the Conference of Committees of the International
Narcotic Association and the World Conference on Narcotic Education]

NOTE: The message was read to the conference meeting at the McAlpin Hotel in New York City.
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Message on the Establishment of a School of

Public and International Affairs at Princeton University
February 22, 1930

[Released February 22, 1930. Dated February 4, 1930]

My dear President Hibben:

I have heard with interest of the proposal to establish at Princeton a School of Public
and International Affairs. | congratulate the University upon this further evidence of its
ambition to share in the training of men for intelligent citizenship and interest and
participation in public affairs.

The need for good men in Government does not grow less and in the hands of
inspiring teachers the work of this school should leave a lasting impression upon the lives
of promising young men at the critical time when they are engaged in shaping their future
careers. Even though many may not actually enter public life, it would be strange if they
did not benefit from a thorough understanding of the problems of government and of our
relation to other peoples.

We have a right to look to our universities for the training of leadership and |
sincerely hope that the School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton, reared as
it is upon the historic background of a University which has played a vital part in the
Nation's service, will fulfill the high hopes of its founders and make a definite
contribution to the public life of the Nation.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Hon. John Grief Hibben, Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.]
NOTE: The message was read to the National Alumni Association by President Hibben, in

conjunction with the announcement of the founding of the Princeton School of Public and
International Affairs.
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Letter Expressing Appreciation for a Treatise on

The German Hubers in the Eighteenth Century
February 22, 1930

[Released February 22, 1930. Dated January 14, 1930]

My dear Sir:

Some time ago the original script of your treatise on Ellerstadt and its generation of
Hubers in the first half of the 18th century was transmitted to me together with a picture
of the old church at Ellerstadt, described by you in your monograph.

| take this occasion to thank you kindly for your treatise, the contents of which are of
great interest to me and other members of my family.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Herr Professor, Dr. Daniel Haeberle, Roederweg 1, Heidelberg, Germany]
NOTE: The President's paternal ancestors emigrated in 1698 from Switzerland to Ellerstadt,

Germany. Around 1750, after their arrival in America, the family name was Anglicized from Huber
to Hoover.



64
Rapidan Community School
February 23, 1930

THE PRESIDENT'S Community School in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia near
the Hoover camp at the headwaters of the Rapidan in Madison County will be opened
next Monday.

The gathering of the mountain children for the initial session will be without
formality of any kind as the formal dedication of the school will be deferred until the
classes have been organized and until such time as either the President or Mrs. Hoover, or
both, can be present.

Then there will be a flag-raising and other exercises in which it is proposed that the
pupils shall have an important part under the direction of Miss Christine Vest, of
Yosemite, Ky., the new teacher, who is a graduate of Berea College and who has had
much experience in teaching mountain children in her native State.

Financed by President Hoover and a few of his friends and built by the men of the
mountains under the direction of a trained constructor, the school is perched on the lee
side of one of the highest of the mountains in the Blue Ridge chain in that section.

The building is of the story and a half bungalow type, approximately 50 by 23 feet
and is divided on the ground floor as half schoolroom and half living quarters for Miss
Vest. The schoolroom is 20 by 22 feet and can accommodate a maximum of 30 pupils,
which is perhaps almost twice the number of pupils who will be enrolled on opening day.

The room is light and airy, has plenty of blackboard space, and is equipped with the
most modern of school furniture which was donated by a large seating company. This
furniture is of steel construction, with adjustable desks and with room under the seats for
the books and pads and pencils of the students.

At one end of the room is a huge stone fireplace constructed of stone found on the
site. In addition there is a wood stove for use in extremely cold weather.

The other half of the ground floor is divided into a large living room, a bedroom,
kitchen, and bath, and there are two bedrooms on the second floor. The furniture in these
rooms is in keeping with the simplicity of the school building. It is of the spool wood
colonial type.

The kitchen and bathroom equipment, almost all of it donated, is of the most modern
type with a kitchen cabinet, electric stove and a wood range. There is a large stone
fireplace in the living room and a new radio set has been installed.

Aside from its use as a school, the frame structure, with its wide clapboards painted
brown and its asbestos shingle roof, and its small front porch, will be a gathering place
for the mountain folks of that section and will be their point of contact with the outside
world.

The site for the school, which has been constructed on plans prepared by the Virginia
State Board of Education, under the direction of which it will be operated, is one of the
best in that whole section. Facing south by east, the school overlooks ridge after ridge of
the mountains, with high ridges to the right and smaller ridges to the left. One of the
larger of the mountains is Fork Mountain, the precipitous side of which walls in the
President's camp, which is only about a mile below the schoolhouse.

The school is set in a grove of chestnut, oak, and pine trees and nearby is a crystal
clear spring from which the mountain folks obtain water. A reservoir has been
constructed on the mountain side in the rear of the school and this will supply running
water for the building.

A state highway, which is to become a main entrance to the proposed Shenandoah
National Park and which winds past the President's summer lodge and camp, leads to the
school building from Criglersville. There is another road from Syria, some 5 or 6 miles
distant from the school on the opposite side of the mountain, but at present this is little
more than a trail which may be negotiated either afoot or on horseback.

The plan is to improve this roadway and when that shall have been done a school bus
will be operated to pick up the children in several of the mountain hollows adjacent to the



one in which the building is located. It is in anticipation of this that the building was
constructed to accommodate many more pupils than are living within the immediate
vicinity.

Miss Vest, in her few days in her new home preparing for the beginning of the
school session, has found the mountain people very responsive to the movement initiated
by the President last summer after his talk with some of the mountain boys who visited
him at his camp.

Many of the womenfolks have called on the new teacher and have shown the keenest
interest in the modern equipment of the kitchen and bath and in the lighting fixtures
which have been installed to furnish a system of indirect lighting.

Miss Vest has found that her pupils are going to range in age from 6 to 20 years.
Some of the children have had some slight educational advantages, but most of them will
be starting on an education.

One hardy mountain man, who is considerably beyond the school age as it is
established in the cities, has served notice that he wants to enroll. He explained that while
he was fairly good at his letters, he was deficient in figuring and so wants to take up
arithmetic.

The thought behind the plan of having the school building constructed entirely by the
mountaineers was that the men would gain an experience which would enable them to
make their own homes more comfortable by changes and additions which would be
suggested by the work they did on the school building.

NOTE: George Akerson, Secretary to the President, released the background data to the press prior
to the school's opening on February 24, 1930.
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White House Statement About Additions to the Budget
February 24, 1930

THE DIRECTOR of the Budget, under instruction of the President, has prepared a survey
of the various projects which have been presented to Congress and the administration,
which will involve additional expenditure beyond the present authorizations and beyond
the present budget.

These demands are being made upon Congress and the administration from different
sections of the country and from different interested groups. The amounts below are a
summary of these projects and are given in the amount of additional expenditures that
would be imposed upon the Federal budget during the first year of their operation. These
are not the totals projected which are very much larger, but simply the annual addition to
the budget. Many of the items would be permanent and increasing annually:

Public Roads $350, 000, 000
Rivers and Harbors 35, 000, 000
Compensation to property owners for

rights-of-way in flood control 100, 000, 000
Loans to Levee Districts 100, 000, 000
Protection to Forests 10, 000, 000
Eradication of Pests 20, 000, 000
Expansion of Agricultural services 20, 000, 000
Scientific Research 5, 000, 000
Development of Columbia River 45, 000, 000
Reclamation Service 100, 000, 000
National Parks and Memorials 50, 000, 000
Indian Service 5, 000, 000
Naval Construction 50, 000, 000
Military Aviation 25, 000, 000
Increased Army and Navy pay 80,000,000
Army-Navy Hospital Barracks and Posts 15,000,000
Employment services 5,000,000
Disaster Relief 15,000,000
Increase in Spanish War Veterans Service 45,000,000
Increase in Civil War Veterans Service 40,000,000
Increase in World War Veterans Service 400,000,000
Increase Civil Service pensions 20,000,000
Increase Civil Service pay 100,000,000
Education 100,000,000
Total 1,735, 000, 000

The present Federal income is approximately $4 billion per annum and such a
program would imply and increase in taxes of 40 percent.

In addition to the above list, other projects are being urged but are not regarded as
imminent, which would impose a further expenditure of fully $1,500 million per annum.

NOTE: The statement was released in conjunction with a White House breakfast meeting held by
the President with Members of the Cabinet, the Senate, and the House of Representatives. The
survey was prepared by J. Clawson Roop, Director of the Budget, and was read to the group by
President Hoover.
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The President's News Conference of
February 25, 1930

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

THE PRESIDENT. I have a question or two about Santo Domingo. | have no information
that there is any danger to life or liberty of Americans in Santo Domingo at the present
time.*

GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES

On the discussion that took place yesterday as to expenditures, it should be
understood that of the unprecedented drive — and it is unprecedented — that is now in
progress for new legislation and for the expansion of the old services, which would entail
very large additional burdens on the Government, only a very small percent arises from
Members of Congress themselves. It originates from the different sections of the country
and from various groups and organizations which are vigorously supporting their own
projects. Many of those projects are worthy and no doubt should be undertaken in time,
particularly when plans already in course through legislation are completed, and funds
are freed from present obligations.

I hope that the people at home will realize that the Government cannot undertake
every worthy social and economic, and military and naval expansion, or increases in pay
to Government employees, or new pension systems, or public improvement projects, and
will support the Members of Congress in their cooperation with the administration in an
endeavor to keep the expenditures within the resources of the Government. We have
enough resources to take care of the budget and such necessities as the marginal cases of
disability in various groups of veterans, and to take care of the speeding up of public
works which we have undertaken all over the country with a view to assisting
employment and some minor proposals — not minor proposals but proposals of less
urgent importance. But this is not the time for general expansion in public expenditure.

Other than that | have nothing.

NOTE: President Hoover's ninety-second news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 12 noon on Tuesday, February 25, 1930.

The White House also issued a text of the President's statement on increased Government
expenditures (see Item 67).

! President Hoover referred to disturbances in the interior of the Dominican Republic. On the following day,
revolutionary forces under Ustrella Urena seized Santo Domingo and President Horacio VVasquez took refuge in
the U.S. Legation. On March 2, 1930, President Vasquez resigned and Estrella Urena became president.
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Statement on Increased Government Expenditures
February 25, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"It should be understood that the unprecedented drive now in progress for new
legislation and for expansion of established services which increase expenditure beyond
the budget, only in a small percent originates with Members of Congress or heads of
Government departments. It originates from different sections of the country itself and
from various groups and organizations, each vigorously supporting their own Projects.
Many of these projects are worthy and no doubt can and should be undertaken sometime
over future years, especially when funds are free by completion of legislation already
adopted.

"I hope that the people at home will realize that the Government cannot undertake
every worthy social, economic, military, and naval expansion, increases in pay to
Government employees, expanded pension systems, or public improvement projects —
and will support the Members of Congress in their cooperation with the administration to
hold down these new proposals for additional expenditures. We have enough resources to
take care of the budget and such necessities as marginal cases of disability among
veterans and the speeding up of public works that we have undertaken to assist
employment and some proposals of lesser importance. But this is no time for general
expansion of public expenditure."
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White House Statement Canceling the Reception for Members of the
House of Representatives Due to Il Health of William Howard Taft
February 27, 1930

IN VIEW of the physicians' statement as to the critical condition of the former President
of the United States, Mr. Taft, the President and Mrs. Hoover have regretfully cancelled
the reception that was to be given to the Members of the House of Representatives this
evening.



69

Letter Expressing Support for the American Opera Company
February 27, 1930

[Released February 27, 1930. Dated February 18, 1930]

My dear Mr. Speaker:

I am glad to learn of your interest in the American Opera Company. It is a vital
movement to establish a national organization for young American singers, composers
and writers.

I wish to take this opportunity to endorse so fine an effort and to urge all music
loving Americans to lend their support in making it a permanent national institution.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[The Honorable Nicholas Longworth, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.]
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Message Endorsing the Celebration of the

Birthday of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
February 27, 1930

[Released February 27, 1930. Dated February 26, 1930]

| CORDIALLY approve the idea of initiating the celebration of the birthday of the poet
Longfellow by the city of his birth. His songs have been a part of the fabric of American
life for generations, and due honor should be paid his memory as a man of wonderful
character as well as a poet of universal appeal.

HERBERT HOOVER
NOTE: The message, sent to Henry F. Merrill, vice president and chairman for the Maine New

England Council, Portland, Maine, was read during a luncheon held by the Thirteen Club marking
the 123d anniversary of Longfellow's birth.
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The President's News Conference of
February 28, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. It is a great pity to have you walk all around the town and come here
and then I have nothing.

We are issuing a report that we have received from the committee that was formed to
expedite construction work in public utilities, but you will get that outside, and I don't
need to read it to you. Otherwise than that there is nothing doing.

NOTE: President Hoover's ninety-third news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, February 28, 1930.

On the same day, the White House issued the following report from Matthew S. Sloan,
Chairman of the Special Committee on Expedition of Public Utility Construction To Assist
Employment:

Dear Mr. President:

In response to your request, | have secured information on the progress in carrying out the
construction program of the electric light and power, manufactured and natural gas, and electric
railway utilities.

On November 27th, | advised you that the total estimated expenditures by these utilities during
1930 for new construction and expansion of facilities was placed at $1,400,000,000. A recent
recanvass of the companies shows that there have been no major modifications in plans and that
this construction program in aggregate will probably be somewhat exceeded.

Information completed yesterday indicates that the total expenditures for new construction
already made this year or to be made by March 31st by electric, gas, and street railway companies,
will aggregate $365,000,000.

This amount is 12% higher than corresponding expenditures during the first quarter of 1929.
Since the total estimated expenditures for new construction during the entire year 1930 are 8 1/2%
higher than for 1929, this indicates that the construction program now under way has been
accelerated.

The electric light and power utility companies advise that of the total $865,000,000 to be
expended by them for new construction, $465,000,000 will be in orders with manufacturers and
producers of equipment and construction materials, with corresponding acceleration of factory
employment.

Furthermore, a very large proportion of the remaining $400,000,000 will be expended for local
labor. It is especially significant that these expenditures are not concentrated in a few localities but,
on the contrary, are spread quite evenly throughout the nation. It is safe to say that every city and
town in the country will be directly affected by this program.

The volume of new orders for equipment and materials already placed or to be placed by
March 31st will be $180,000,000 or 38% of the year's total. This likewise indicates positive and
accelerated progress in the new construction program.

Output of electric power is among the valuable indices of general industrial activity. It is,
therefore, of interest to note that during January and February electric output for succeeding weeks
has at no time been below the high levels of 1929. On the contrary, some weeks showed increases
varying from 2% to 4 1/2% over last year's figures. The early part of 1929 was marked by
exceptionally high industrial production and consequently large consumption of electric energy.
During these weeks last year, electric energy output was running from 10% to 12% above 1928.
This established extremely high levels.

In view of this, we interpret present electrical energy output, as indicative that industrial
production, considering the country as a whole, is maintaining itself on approximately the same
levels as the unusually high ones of last year, which were considerably above those of any since the
post-war collapse.

M. SLOAN

WEEKLY OUTPUT OF ELECTRICAL ENERGY

Week Ending: Increase of 1930 over
Corresponding Week 1929



January 4 Plus 3.8%

11 3.4%

18 3.7%

25 4.5%
February 1 2.9%
8 2.9%

15 0.5%

22 0.0%
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Letter to the President of the Senate Transmitting a Supplemental

Estimate of Appropriation for Disaster Relief for Farmers
March 3, 1930

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress a
supplemental estimate of appropriation amounting to $7,000,000 for the Department of
Agriculture for the fiscal year 1930, to remain available until June 30, 1931, for the
purpose of making advances or loans to farmers as authorized by the joint resolution
entitled "Joint resolution for the relief of farmers in the storm, flood, and/or drought
stricken areas of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia,
Ohio, Oklahoma, Indiana, Illinois, Minnesota, North Dakota, Montana, New Mexico, and
Missouri," approved March 3, 1930.

The details of this supplemental estimate of appropriation, the necessity therefore,
and the reason for its transmission at this time are set forth in the letter of the Director of
the Bureau of the Budget, transmitted herewith, with whose comments and observations
thereon | concur.

Respectfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
March 3, 1930.

[The President of the Senate]

NOTE: The letter and accompanying papers are printed as Senate Document 94
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
March 4, 1930

WHITE HOUSE PRESS RELATIONS

THE PRESIDENT. I haven't anything this morning. | want to take this occasion to thank
you for your many courtesies during the last year, and to make the suggestion that
perhaps your committee should consider the press relations of the White House from the
beginning of the administration. You might have a session and see if you have anything
to suggest that might be helpful on your side and mine. We have had a year's experience
with it now. Some things do not work out as well as they might and other things better
than could be expected.

In any event, it might be worthwhile reconsidering the whole setup. If there is no
change that the committee thinks could be made, why it is all right with me.

So, again | want to thank you for the many courtesies that | have had from the press
and the very agreeable relationship on my side. We do not always agree on things, but
people that have a sense of sportsmanship in the world always agree to disagree and let it
go at that.

Thank you.

NOTE: President Hoover's ninety-fourth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 12 noon on Tuesday, March 4, 1930.

In his remarks, the President referred to a committee of news bureau and wire service heads
formed to assist the President in the development of news conferences. See 1929 volume, Items 2
and 6.
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Message to the Congress Transmitting Report on Awards
of the Mixed Claims Commission, United States and

Germany, and Costs of the Army of Occupation
March 4, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I am submitting herewith for your consideration a copy of the report of the Secretary
of the Treasury regarding the proposed Agreement and exchange of notes with Germany
for the complete and final discharge of the obligations of that Government to the United
States with respect to the awards made by the Mixed Claims Commission, United States
and Germany, and for the costs of this Government's Army of Occupation.

The plan of settlement has my approval and | recommend that the Congress enact the
necessary legislation authorizing it.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
March 4, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as Senate Document 95 (71st Cong., 2d
Sess.).

The plan of settlement was in accordance with the recommendations of a committee of
experts, headed by American industrialist Owen D. Young.

The bill authorizing the agreement (Public, No. 307, 46 Stat. 500) became law on June 5,
1930, and the agreement was entered into on June 23.
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Message to the Congress Recommending an Appropriation

for Participation in the Sixth Pan American Child Congress
March 5, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I commend to the favorable consideration of the Congress the inclosed report from
the Acting Secretary of State, to the end that legislation may be enacted to authorize an
appropriation of the sum of $13,000 for the expenses of participation by the United States
in the Sixth Pan American Child Congress, to be held at Lima, Peru, July, 1930.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
March 5, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as House Document 311(71st Cong., 2d
Sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
March 7, 1930

UNEMPLOYMENT AND BUSINESS CONDITIONS

THE PRESIDENT. The Departments of Commerce and Labor have been engaged in
their usual monthly business and employment survey, and in this connection particularly
with view to determining what results have been obtained from the various measures set
in motion last November to overcome the hardship and distress brought about following
the stock exchange disturbance.

Those surveys are not as yet entirely complete, but there are certain conclusions that
are evident, and we will give you the memorandum from the two Secretaries giving the
figures and statistics, which, | think, you will find are very interesting and very pertinent

There are certain conclusions that | can draw. One is that unemployment amounting
to distress is in the main centered in 12 States. The authorities in the remaining 36 States
indicate that only normal seasonal unemployment exists or that any abnormal
unemployment is rapidly vanishing, and that there is no particular strain.

The low point of business and employment was reached in the latter part of
December and early January. Since that time employment has been steadily increasing,
and the situation is very much better now than it was then. The Departments will give
you some active figures on that.

The nationwide response to the request for increased construction programs by the
public authorities, the railways, utilities, has had a most material result. Construction
contracts in those categories show about a 40 percent larger volume for January and
February than ever before in the history of the United States, and the total construction
program for this year, 1930, shows every assurance of being larger than 1929. The
undertakings to uphold wages have all been held. The amount of unemployment is
considerably less than one-half and probably not more than one-third of the volume of
unemployment at the same period in the cycle following the crash of 1907 or that of
1922,

The measures that were taken to ameliorate interest rates have resulted in a
continuous decrease since last December, thus affording lower rates for business and
industry and enabling an increased volume of bonds to be placed for public improvement.
Available money, however, for mortgage purposes in business and agriculture has lagged
behind the other segments of credit. But there are some fundamental improvements there
in the decrease in the demands made upon insurance companies for loans by their
policyholders, thus freeing insurance company money again to a considerable extent to
the mortgage market. And the measures taken by the Federal Reserve System should
stimulate the availability of credit for mortgage purposes and enable the resumption of
residential construction, which has been lagging behind the other categories.

All the facts indicate that the worst effects of the crash on employment will have
been passed during the next 30 to 60 days. The resumption of employment throughout the
seasonal trades, with the spring, the gradual strengthening of the various forces of
recovery, and the successful and active work of the agencies that have been cooperating
in restoration are all finding fine results, and I believe will remedy a very large portion of
the existing hardship and distress.

I would particularly call attention to the memorandum from the Secretaries which we
will give to you, but I won't read it. It is the result of careful research.

Q. May we have that memorandum?

THE PRESIDENT. We will give you that mimeographed in a few minutes.

NOTE: President Hoover's ninety-fifth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, March 7, 1930.

The White House also issued a text of the President's statement on unemployment and
business conditions (see Item 77).



In his remarks, the President referred to a memorandum on unemployment by the Secretaries
of Commerce and Labor, and an index of employment by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, which
were based on departmental surveys of industries and on information furnished by Governors,
mayors, and other sources. Texts of the memorandum and the index follow:

MEMORANDUM BY SECRETARIES OF COMMERCE AND LABOR

The number of persons engaged in gainful occupations in the country is probably 45,000,000
or 46,000,000 of whom about 25,000,000 to 26,000,000 are employees. There are no detailed
statistics as to the unemployed, and they can only be approximated. The forthcoming census will
show the first real determination of unemployment.

Upon a basis of a canvass of trades employing some 17,000,000 people, and applying the
same ratio to the whole, we arrive at an estimated decrease of perhaps 1,000,000 and certainly not
more than 1,250,000 in the number of persons employed at this date, as compared with one year
ago. To estimate the total unemployed, an addition to such number must be made for the winter
seasonal unemployment and the number always idle in the shifts from one employment to another.
What the total number is can not be estimated, but every evidence indicates that the volume is one-
third to one-half that we suffered in the last two previous great disturbances.

The normal seasonal unemployment in the building trades at this time of year is about 30%,
while returns show actual unemployment in this field to be about 40% at this time, or an abnormal
number of about 10%. In addition to the building trades, workers in agriculture and in certain
branches of many manufactures and transportation which are of a seasonal character naturally flock
to the cities in winter and increase their burden of unemployment. For example, a good deal of
present unemployment in ports on the Great Lakes is due to winter closing of lake transportation
and will soon be relieved.

Various surveys show that, based upon all trades, there has been an increase in employment in
the country of somewhere from 600,000 to 1,000,000 since the low point at the beginning of this
year. In factory industries as a whole employment has increased about 8% in this period. The
following are among the industries which show improvement: automobiles, car building and
railway supplies, iron and steel, agricultural implements and electrical trades, millinery,
shipbuilding. The situation in some other trades has been either stationary or showing slight
declines, the latter being particularly those industries affected by changes in the tariff.

The distribution of abnormal unemployment shows that for £36 states the amount is
unimportant, and any pressure is being cared for by local authorities. The unemployment is
therefore concentrated in 12 states and is concentrated in the large industrial centers.

The forces of recovery are steadily gaining strength; the winter seasonal unemployment will
soon relax and therefore the next 30 to 60 days should show much further improvement.

It would assist greatly during this period if every business concern and every householder able
to do so, would survey their situation as to repairs, clean-ups, and betterments that must be
undertaken sooner or later, and have them put in hand now with view to relieving the immediate
distress in their localities. It is, of course, of paramount importance that the governmental bodies,
the railroads, public utilities and industries should continue their able cooperation toward recovery
by every prudent expansion of their construction and betterment programs.

ROBERT P. LAMONT
JAMES J. DAVIS

INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT

The index in October, 1929, was 98.3. The index dropped to 86.0 on December 30, 1929. The
index increased to 92.8 on February 17, 1930. Between October and December 30 there was a
decrease of 12.5 percent. Between December 30 and February 17 there was an increase of 7.9
percent. The index numbers are —

October 98.3 January 13 91.8
November 94.8 January 20 92.3
December 91.9 January 27 92.6
December 16 91.6 February 3 92.9
December 23 90.2 February 10 93.0

December 30 86.0 February 17 92.8



January 6 88.9
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Statement on Unemployment and Business Conditions
March 7, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"The Departments of Commerce and Labor are engaged in the usual monthly survey
of business and unemployment and especially of the results obtained from the measures
which have been in progress since the last of November, to reduce unemployment and the
hardship following the dislocation from the stock exchange crash. The survey is not as
yet complete. There are, however, certain conclusions that are evident.

"1. Unemployment amounting to distress is in the main concentrated in 12 States.
The authorities in the remaining 36 States indicate only normal seasonal unemployment
or that the minor abnormal unemployment is being rapidly absorbed.

"2. The low point of business and employment was the latter part of December and
early January. Since that time employment has been slowly increasing and the situation is
much better today than at that time.

""3. Nationwide response to the request for increased construction and improvement
work by public authorities, railroads, utilities, and industries is having a most material
effect. Construction contracts in these categories in January and February were from 40
percent to 45 percent higher than ever known in those months. The total construction
work for 1930 seems assured to be larger than even 1929.

"4. The undertakings to maintain wages have been held.

"5. The amount of unemployment is, in proportion to the number of workers,
considerably less than one-half (probably only one-third) of that which resulted from the
crashes of 1907-08, and 1920-22 at this period of the situation.

"6. Measures taken to ameliorate interest rates have resulted in continuous decrease
since December, and money is available at lower rates for business and commercial
purposes. One result is an increasing volume of bond issues have been placed for public
improvements. Available money for mortgage purposes of home building and agriculture
has lagged behind other forms of credit. But a decrease in demands of policyholders for
loans on the insurance companies and the action recently taken by the Federal Reserve
System should result in increased supplies of credit, especially for residential building,
which in turn has lagged behind other construction.

"7. All the evidences indicate that the worst effects of the crash upon employment
will have been passed during the next 60 days with the amelioration of seasonal
unemployment, the gaining strength of other forces, and the continued cooperation of the
many agencies actively cooperating with the Government to restore business and to
relieve distress."”
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Letter to the Speaker of the House Transmitting a Supplemental

Estimate of Appropriation for the Federal Farm Board
March 7, 1930

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress a
supplemental estimate of appropriation for the Federal Farm Board for $100,000,000, to
be immediately available, as a part of the revolving fund of $500,000,000 authorized to
be appropriated by the agricultural marketing act approved June 15, 1929. Under date of
June 18, 1929, $150,000,000 was appropriated by Public Act No. 15 in response to my
estimate of June 15, 1929, in which it was stated that "if the board finds it necessary to
have further funds it should be possible to make provision for them in ample time, as
Congress will no doubt be in session by the time they are required." The need for
additional funds has now arisen.

The details of this estimate, the necessity therefore, and the reasons for its
transmission at this time are set forth in the letter of the Director of the Bureau of the
Budget, which is transmitted herewith, and with which I concur.

Respectfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, March 7, 1930.

[The Speaker of the House of Representatives]

NOTE: The text of the letter from the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, dated the
same day, and transmitted with the President's letter, follows:

Sir:

I have the honor to submit herewith for your consideration a supplemental estimate of
appropriation for the Federal Farm Board for $100,000,000 to be immediately available as an
addition to the revolving fund to be administered by the board, as follows:

Agricultural marketing, revolving fund: For an additional amount for carrying into effect the provisions of the
act entitled the "Agricultural marketing act," approved June 15, 1929, including all necessary expenditures
authorized therein, to be immediately available, $100,000,000, which amount shall become a part of the
revolving fund to be administered by the Federal Farm Board as provided in such act. .. .. $100, 000, 000

Under date of June 18, 1929, $150,000,000 was appropriated in Public Act No. 15 for a
revolving fund to be administered by the Federal Farm Board as provided in the agricultural
marketing act approved June 15, 1929. It is now estimated that an additional amount of
$100,000,000 will be required in the revolving fund to carry out projects now planned by the board,
and that this sum should be made immediately available.

The foregoing estimate of appropriation is required to meet legislation which has been enacted
since the transmission of the Budget for 1930, and its approval is recommended.

Very respectfully,
J. CLAWSON ROOP,
Director of the Bureau of the Budget.

[The President]

Supplemental estimate of appropriation required for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1930,
by the Federal Farm Board

Agricultural marketing, revolving fund:
For an additional amount for carrying into effect the provisions of the act entitled the
"Agricultural marketing act," approved June 15, 1929, including all necessary expenditures
authorized therein, to be immediately available, $100,000,000, which amount shall become



a part of the revolving fund to be administered by the Federal Farm Board as provided in
such act (acts June 5, 1929, vol. 46, pp. 14, 17; June 18, 1929, vol. 46, p. 28) ... ... $100, 000, 000
Amount appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,1930 . ..................... 150, 000, 000
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Proclamation 1901, Announcing the Death of William Howard Taft
March 8, 1930

By the President of the United States of America a Proclamation:
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES:

It becomes my sad duty to announce officially the death of William Howard Taft,
which occurred at his home in the City of Washington, on the eighth day of March,
nineteen hundred and thirty, at five-fifteen o'clock in the afternoon.

Mr. Taft's service to our country has been of rare distinction, and was marked by a
purity of patriotism, a lofty disinterestedness, and a devotion to the best interests of the
Nation that deserve and will ever command the grateful memory of his countrymen. His
career was almost unique in the wide range of official duty: as Judge, Solicitor General,
Governor General of the Philippines, Secretary of War, President of the United States,
and finally Chief Justice.

His private life was characterized by a simplicity of virtue that won for him a place
in the affection of his fellow countrymen rarely equaled by any man. In public and in
private life he set a shining example, and his death will be mourned throughout the land.

As an expression of the public sorrow, it is ordered that the flags of the White House
and of the several departmental buildings be displayed at half staff for a period of thirty
days, and that suitable military and naval honors under orders of the Secretary of War and
the Secretary of the Navy may be rendered on the day of the funeral.

DONE at the City of Washington this eighth day of March in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred and thirty, and of the Independence of the United States of
[SEAL] America the one hundred and fifty-fourth.

HERBERT HOOVER
By the President:

WILBUR J. CARR
Acting Secretary of State.
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Message to Allied Jewish Relief Campaign Representatives
March 9, 1930

[Released March 9, 1930. Dated March 8, 1930]

Dear Mr. Warburg:

I understand that you and your colleagues of many years are gathered here in
Washington to take counsel among yourselves for the continuance of the great and
unselfish work in which you have been so long engaged and in the course of which so
much devotion and so many millions have been expended.

The sad circumstances of the last few hours which have plunged the Nation into
mourning make it impossible for me to welcome you other than with these lines.

I can only repeat what | have so often said to you before that the work which you
have done, apart from its evident humanitarian aspects, is a large contribution to the
cause of good-will between peoples. History will properly appraise your efforts for
posterity — the commendation of your own consciences for today.

HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message was sent to Felix Warburg.

The President had intended to personally greet the 800 representatives of Jewish groups from
the United States and Canada who had convened in Washington, D.C., to form an allied Jewish
campaign to raise $6 million for reconstruction in Eastern Europe and for use in Palestine. White
House social functions and public appearances were canceled upon the announcement of the death
of William Howard Taft.
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Address Commemorating the 20th Anniversary

of the Boy Scouts of America
March 10, 1930

Mr. Chairman, officers of the Boy Scouts, and your guests:

We meet this evening under the cloud of deep sadness. Since many of you started
your journey to Washington, the most beloved of Americans has passed into the Great
Beyond. And in determining not to cancel this occasion your committee has acted in the
spirit of William Howard Taft. A lifelong open heart and a devotion to boys, the first
honorary president of the Boy Scouts, would, had he known of it, insisted that your work
should go forward.

This occasion commemorates the 20th anniversary of the Boy Scouts, and it is
indeed in keeping with the true tribute to his great spirit whose name graced your first
anniversary.

For you are concerned in the special interest of boys, and |1 am a willing ally in that
interest. And there is no feeling of exclusion of their sisters from our concern, but their
similar problems are considered elsewhere in their parallel organization of the Girl
Scouts.

Together with his sister, the boy is the most precious possession of the American
home. | sometimes think that one of the sad things of life is that they will grow up.
Literature and lore have established our boys in a varied relationship to life: as a growing
animal of superlative promise, to be fed and watered and kept warm; as a periodic
nuisance; as a joy forever; as the incarnation of destruction; as the father of the man; as
the child of iniquity; as the problem of our times and, above all, as the hope of our
Nation.

In any event, he is a complex of cells teeming with affection, filled with the curiosity
as to every mortal thing, radiating sunlight to all the world, endowed with dynamic
energy, and an impelling desire to take exercise on all occasions. He is a perpetual
problem to his parents, and the wisdom in his upbringing consists more often in the
determination of what to do with him next rather than in what to do with him when he
goes out into the cold world.

The problem that we are considering here is not primarily a system of health or
education or morals. It is what to do with him in his leisure time that will, of course,
contribute to his health and his education and his morals, but in the main what will direct
his interests to constructive joy instead of destructive glee and will yield him constructive
joy for the balance of his life.

The Declaration of Independence is called upon as authority on most questions. It
does give special attention to him and his sister in the reference to the inalienable right to
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. At least in the practical workings of this Republic,
we find it easier to realize these rights for boys than we do for grownup, taxpaying
citizens.

As civilization has become more complex, and the number of human beings per acre
has increased, and as we live more and more in towns and cities than in the countryside,
and as the necessity of submitting to all forms of mechanical devices carries us further
and further from the simpler and the more primitive forms of life, we are unconsciously
decreasing the liberty for boys, diminishing the opportunities for the pursuit of happiness,
because a boy is a primitive animal and takes to primitive life. His true life should be one
of discovery, of adventure and great undertakings not to be found in either the squalor of
tenement houses or in the drawing rooms of palatial apartments.

And the Boy Scout movement has opened for him the portals to adventure and
constructive joy by reviving the lore of the frontier and the campfire, by establishing
contacts with the birds and sometimes with the bees, by matching his patience to the
deliberative character of fish, by efficient operation of swimming holes, by peeps into a
thousand mysteries of the streams, and the trees and the stars. And, it is more than this.



By the promotion of sense of sportsmanship, it builds character. Contest and competition
with zeal but without unfair advantage and without bitterness, with restraint that remarks
nothing of others which cannot be at once forgiven, with the willingness to subordinate
one's self into teamwork for the common aim — that is sportsmanship.

There cannot be Boy Scouts without organization and leaders. And by leaders |
include particularly those devoted men who as troop leaders become the inspiration and
the friend of boys and upon whom rests the responsibility of actually administering
constructive joy.

And through its organization our boys learn of discipline, they learn unity of effort,
cooperation, and the democracy of play and work, and they learn the duties and
satisfactions of service. All of these are the foundations of life, the basis of liberty and
happiness, and the safeguards against destructive joy in the grownup life hereafter.

The priceless treasure of boyhood is his endless enthusiasm, his store of high
idealism and his fragrant hope. His is the plastic period when indelible impressions must
be made if we are to continue a successful democracy. We assure ourselves that the cure
of illiteracy and the fundamentals of education are to be had in the three R's — reading’
and 'ritin’ and 'rithmetic. To this we must add one more R and that is responsibility —
responsibility to the community — if we are not to have illiteracy in government, we must
do this. The conviction that every person in the Republic owes a service to the Republic;
that the Republic rests solely upon the willingness of everyone born into it to bear his part
of the duties and obligations of citizenship is as important as the ability to read and write
— for that is the only patriotism in peace.

The idea that the Republic was created for the benefit of the individual is a mockery
that must be eradicated at the first dawn of understanding. It is true that many of our
schools have recognized this obligation. It is true that our teachers are guiding our
children in the first steps of democracy, but | know of no agency that can be more
powerful — and that is more powerful — in the support of this purpose than the Boy
Scouts. If we look over the Republic today, we find many failures in citizenship — we find
many betrayals by those who have been selected to leadership. | cannot conceive that
these failures would take place if every citizen who went to the polls was a good "scout,"”
that every official who was elected had ever been a real Boy Scout.

I give you a powerful statistic. There are about 1 million Boy Scouts in the United
States. There is the raw material for 10 million more.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. at a dinner in the Willard Hotel in Washington,
D.C.

Although he had canceled other engagements, the President attended this function
because of William Howard Taft's many efforts on behalf of the Boy Scouts.

There were two press release versions of the address, one prior to the death of former
Chief Justice Taft and another acknowledging his passing. Both versions appeared in
various newspapers and differ only in that the first two paragraphs were inserted in the
text printed above.

The above text is a transcript taken from a sound recording of the address.
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Message of Sympathy to President Gaston Doumergue

About the Flood Disaster in Southern France
March 11, 1930

[Released March 11, 1930. Dated March 10, 1930]

I AM shocked and grieved to learn of the terrible flood disaster in southern France which
has caused such grievous loss of life. The people of the United States tender their sincere
sentiments of sympathy and condolence in this great misfortune which has brought such
sorrow to France.

NOTE: A series of floods swept southern and central France, between March 4 and March 10,
1930, leaving 172 dead and an estimated 10,000 homeless. By March 19, further flooding raised
the death toll to 221.
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Message to the Congress Recommending Payment

of a Claim Presented by the Government of Norway
March 12, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of State in relation to a claim
presented by the Government of Norway for the payment of interest on certain sums
advanced by it for this Government in connection with its representation of American
interests in Moscow, and | recommend that an appropriation be authorized to effect a
settlement of this claim in accordance with the recommendation of the Secretary of State.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
March 12, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as House Document 317
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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Message Commending the National Urban League

on Its Job Training Efforts for Negroes
March 13, 1930

[Released March 13, 1930. Dated April 1, 1929]

Dear Mr. Jones:

The first step toward being a good citizen is to achieve economic independence. It is
the soil in which self respect takes root, and from which may then grow all the moral and
spiritual enrichments of life. The work of the National Urban League to train Negroes in
the city to find new lines of occupation is fundamental to the progress of the race. | wish
you success in this undertaking.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. Eugene Kinckle Jones, Executive Secretary, National Urban League, 17 Madison Avenue,
New York City]
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The President's News Conference of
March 14, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. I am sorry | haven't anything that | can tell you about without making
trouble for somebody else, and on this occasion | will keep still.

I haven't had any very great crop of questions of late, so | assume that you are able to
get most of the news needed from some other quarter.

LONDON NAVAL CONFERENCE

Q. Not from London, Mr. President?
THE PRESIDENT. I think they are getting ahead in London — making progress.

THE HAITIAN COMMISSION

Q. Is there any new development from Haiti that you can speak about, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT. We have had a telegram from the Commission stating that they
think they have reached a settlement of a program.

Q. With Borno?

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, with all sides. | assumed that was in the press from down
there.

Q. Yes, it was, this morning.

THE PRESIDENT. So | am afraid | can't add anything to the current supply.

NOTE: President Hoover's ninety-sixth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, March 14, 1930.

The settlement, to which the President referred, called for President Louis Borno to resign and
Eugene Roy to become temporary president until elections could be held and a new government
formed.
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Letter to the Speaker of the House Transmitting a Supplemental
Estimate of Appropriation for Participation in the International

Conference for the Codification of International Law
March 15, 1930

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress a
supplemental estimate of appropriation for the Department of State for the fiscal year
1930, amounting to $25,000, for the expenses of participation by the United States by
means of delegates in the International Conference for the Codification of International
Law at The Hague in March, 1930.

he details of this estimate, the necessity therefore and the reason for its submission at
this time are set forth in the letter of the Director of the Bureau of the Budget transmitted
herewith, with whose comments and observations thereon | concur.

Respectfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
March 15, 1930.

[The Speaker of the House of Representatives]

NOTE: The letter and accompanying papers are printed as House Document 319
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
March 18, 1930

PATRONAGE INVESTIGATIONS

THE PRESIDENT. I have four or five questions about the Senate Committee's [on Post
offices and Post Roads] report on Southern patronage. | have asked the Department of
Justice to consider the reports of the committee, and as a matter of fact that report refers
to incidents and men and conditions that have already been cleaned up with the action
which I took on the 26th of March last. Under instructions at that time by the various
departments of the Government, a system was established by which these reprehensible
practices were absolutely stopped and the system of purchase and sale of appointments
was cleaned up and it has been ended.

All the Federal officials who were known to have been engaged in those practices
have either resigned or been removed. The committee makes charges against two present
Federal officials but not on patronage questions, and those matters have been under
investigation for some time.

Lately there was a charge brought against one member of one of the new advisory
committees that he had been engaged in such practice. These charges were made by the
old organization and they are vigorously denied by the new organization, and that, too, is
under investigation by the Department of Justice and the Post Office.

By and large the practice complained of is over in the United States.

That is the only thing that | have in front of me on this occasion.

NOTE: President Hoover's ninety-seventh news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 12 noon on March 18, 1930.

The White House also issued a text of the President's statement on Federal patronage in the
South (see Item 88).
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Statement on Federal Patronage in the South
March 18, 1930

THE PRESIDENT stated, in reply to a press question:

"I have asked the Department of Justice to consider the report of the Senate
committee on Federal patronage in the South. As a matter of fact the report refers to
incidents, men, and conditions which have already been cleaned up by the action I took
on the 26th of March last." Under instructions to the various departments of the
Government, a system has been established by which these reprehensible practices have
been absolutely stopped and the system of purchase and sale of appointments, so far as it
existed, has been ended. All Federal officials known to have engaged in such practices
have either resigned or been removed.

"The committee makes charges against two present Federal officials but not over
patronage questions. Those matters have already been under investigation for some time
by the Department.

"Lately, charges have been brought that one member of the new advisory committee
in South Carolina has accepted contributions from a person recommended for
appointment. The charges were made by the old organization which was displaced. They
are vigorously denied by the members of the new advisory committee. This matter has
been for some weeks under investigation by the Department of Justice and the Post
Office Department and the facts will be determined and published.”

NOTE: The President referred to the Senate Committee on Post offices and Post Roads report,
entitled "Influencing Appointments to Postmasterships and Other Federal Offices™ (Senate Report
No. 272, 71st Cong., 2d sess., 44 pages). It was issued by an investigative subcommittee and signed
by Senators Smith W. Brookhart of lowa and Kenneth McKellar of Tennessee.

The member of the South Carolina advisory committee under attack was R. B. Vance of
Allendale, who was under indictment for accepting $300 to secure a mail route for a rural carrier.
Mr. Vance was subsequently dropped from the committee.

! See 1929 volume, Item 16.
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Remarks at the Dedication of the Red Cross Chapter House
March 19, 1930

General Pershing, ladies and gentlemen:

On the part of the United States Government | accept with pleasure the share in this
beautiful memorial, given by those who have helped to make it possible.

To the patriotic mothers who gave their sons, to the many other loyal women who
lost those dear to them for their country's sake, to the noble women, so many of them
nurses, who died in war service, to all those who served with devotion throughout the
war, we owe a deep debt of gratitude. May they ever see in this memorial a token of the
honor and affection in which their country holds them.

It is a satisfaction that this memorial has taken not only the form of a beautiful
building, but that within its walls there will be carried on the services it commemorates,
services for our suffering fellow men.

The inscription in the hall below calls this "A Living Memorial." No better memorial
can be built to the American women of the World War — and no truer inspiration given to
the women of today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. to an audience of 600 in the auditorium of the new chapter
house erected adjacent to the American Red Cross Building in Washington, D.C. His remarks were
broadcast to the Nation over the Columbia Broadcasting System.

Gen. John J. Pershing was Chairman of the American Battle Monuments Commission.
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Message to the Congress Recommending Payment of a Claim of Mrs.

Mercedes Martinez Viuda de Sanchez
March 19, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a report regarding the request of Mrs. Mercedes Martinez Viuda
de Sanchez, widow of Emeterio Sanchez, for an award which will enable her to be
provided with the necessities of life.

I recommend in accordance with the suggestion of the Acting Secretary of State that
the Congress, as an act of grace and without reference to the legal liability of the United
States in the matter, authorize an appropriation for $500, to be paid to Mrs. Sanchez as a
recognition of the meritorious services rendered by her deceased husband in rescuing
certain American seamen and to relieve to a certain extent her present financial condition.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
March 19, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as House Document 320
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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Message to the Conference of Liberal Arts Colleges
March 19, 1930

My dear Dr. Ward:

I am glad to learn that a movement is being organized to preserve the more vital of
the smaller colleges, which have been suffering from the competition of the great
universities. The small college is irreplaceable in many of the services it renders and the
inspiration it gives. There is a great need for such institutions, for in them is preserved to
a high degree that personal relationship of teacher and student so difficult to maintain in
the Universities. They develop character and provide a rounded cultural equipment to
students who do not wish professional specialization. | warmly commend the effort to
maintain these institutions, which have played and should still play so large a part in the
development of leaders of American life.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Dr. Albert N. Ward, Chairman, Committee on Arrangements, Conference of Liberal Arts
Colleges, Westminster, Maryland]

NOTE: The message was read at a conference of representatives from 278 liberal arts colleges held
in the Stevens Hotel in Chicago, Ill., March 18-20, 1930.
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The President's News Conference of
March 21, 1930

NOMINATION OF A SUPREME COURT JUSTICE

THE PRESIDENT. As you probably already know, | have sent the name of Circuit Judge
John J. Parker of North Carolina to the Senate for the Associate Judgeship in Justice
Sanford's place.*

Although fitness is, of course, the primary requisite for selection to the Supreme
Court, it is interesting to note that that particular circuit has not been represented in the
Court for 70 years. All the other circuits have been represented during the last 20 years
except that circuit. The original setup of the Court was presumably, although not
necessarily, based on a distribution amongst the different circuits, and at least this
selection has the interesting point to it that it does meet the geographic question a little
better than the selections hitherto proposed.

Q. What circuit is it, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT. The fourth.

Q. Mr. President, do you mean that every section of the country except that has been
represented on the Court in the last 70 years?

THE PRESIDENT. In the last 20 years. The circuit longest without a justice is the
fourth — 70 years without a justice.

Q. Who was the last from that circuit, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT. I can even tell you that. [Peter V.] Daniel, retired in 1860.

The seventh circuit — that is, Indiana, lllinois, and Wisconsin — has been 20 years without
a justice.

The fifth circuit — Georgia, Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi — has been without one
since [Chief] Justice [Edward D.] White died in 1921.

The third circuit — Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey — has been 8 years without a
justice.

Q. Mr. President, are you following your usual practice to give out the endorsements
in this case?

THE PRESIDENT. I don't think so. | may say that they are very extensive and
embrace very large sections of the judiciary as well as the laity of lawyers.

THE HAITIAN COMMISSION

The Haitian Commission was here for preliminary report. They will be engaged
during the next week in making out their final report and recommendations. That report
will cover the steps that they recommend to be taken in the gradual establishment of self-
government in Haiti sequent to the steps that have already been taken.

As you know from the press, they have arranged for a temporary neutral president,
who takes office on the 15th of May, to be followed later by an election of their
Congress. That Congress in turn elects a president, and the Commission is now engaged
on formulating those steps to be taken subsequent to that time. They hope to have their
report ready at the end of the week.

WITHDRAWAL OF MARINES FROM NICARAGUA

We have arranged, also, today to withdraw further marines from Nicaragua. We will
reduce the force there to somewhere between 900 and 1,000. This means the withdrawal
of some 750 to 850, it being one of the sequent steps to withdrawing from that country.

And that is all that | have on this occasion.

NOTE: President Hoover's ninety-eighth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, March 21, 1930.



The White House also issued the text of the President’s statement about the report of the
President's Commission for the Study and Review of Conditions in the Republic of Haiti (see Item
93).

! Edward T. Sanford was an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court from 1923 to his death on March 8, 1930.

The nomination of Judge Parker was strongly opposed by labor organizations and the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. On April 9, 1930, the White House released a Justice
Department memorandum as an answer to criticism by opposing factions. The Senate Judiciary Committee
reported the nomination adversely, and on May 7, the Senate rejected it by a vote of 41 to 39.
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Statement About the Report of the President's Commission

for the Study and Review of Conditions in the Republic of Haiti
March 21, 1930

The Commission in reporting to the President expressed its appreciation of the good
work which has been done in Haiti during the last 15 years by the American
representatives, both civil and military.

The Commission was particularly impressed with the splendid results accomplished
under the sincere and efficient direction of General Russell * whose policy has had the
cooperation of President [Louis] Borno, making such substantial progress possible in
meeting the vital needs of the country along the lines of public health, public works, and
public order, and full credit to these achievements will be given in the Commission's
report.

The Commission received the most hearty and cordial cooperation and support from
General Russell and his staff of able assistants. It also desires to express its appreciation
of the extremely cordial reception accorded it by President Borno and by the other
Haitians with whom it had the privilege of dealing.

! Brig. Gen. John H. Russell, USMC, was American High Commissioner to Haiti
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The President's News Conference of
March 25, 1930

LONDON NAVAL CONFERENCE

THE PRESIDENT. I would like to talk to you a little about some of the background of
the arms conference, but under the circumstances that if I do, it is not for quotation and it
is not for publication by any authority. And if it is not of any use to you, it is not for
publication at all. I merely want to tell you some things about it so that you yourselves
will understand the situation. And with that understanding | will try and tell you
something about it.

There appears to be a good deal of misimpression through the United States as to the
situation there in respect to some proposal of a consultative pact. Now, no such proposal
for any pact has ever come from any of the governments engaged in this Conference.
These proposals for consultative pacts have come entirely from outside groups, and
chiefly people in the United States who are interested in devising methods that would be
helpful. And they are not proposed on any other basis than trying to suggest something
that would help the situation. The character of the consultative pact which they have
suggested, that is, from outside sources, does not interest any of the governments sitting
in that Conference. Bear in mind that the consultative pacts depend on what is in them. If
they mean a mere exchange of cables over moral questions it is one thing. If they mean
anything to favor obligation to use military forces on behalf of the other parties to the
pact, they mean entirely a different thing.

The suggestions that have been hitherto made do not carry anything in the nature of
military guarantees, and anything short of military guarantees are of no interest to the
governments negotiating in London. And, obviously, the governments represented there
are well aware that the United States will never enter into anything in the nature of
undertakings to use its fleet in any contingencies by way of securitive pacts or guarantees
or anything of the kind, and, therefore they have never suggested anything of the kind.

There seems to be a sort of illusion that we have demands made upon us for pacts of
this character, and we have none. And all such suggestions arise entirely from outside
people who believe solutions of this kind might be tried out. The confidence of these
groups who advocate some form of a pact of consultative order is based on the notion that
they might secure a reduction in tonnage as the result of putting forward some kind of a
consultative pact. It would not secure the reduction of one single ton — any of the pacts
that have been suggested. They are of no interest in that connection. They are not
exchangeable into naval tonnage. Therefore, for import that is of no present, at least
practical, importance in the reduction of naval strength.

| greatly appreciate the effort of our people who are endeavoring to support the
Conference — the American delegation in their efforts — and their very earnest endeavors
to maintain public support and public opinion for the American delegation.

But I only want to repeat that it has already been determined long since that the
pacts, which are consultative pacts which are so far advocated, would not secure the
reduction of a single ton at that Conference.

As to the Conference as a whole, it is making more progress than would appear on
the surface. The men there are very earnest in endeavoring to come to an agreement, as
everyone knows, and all conferences go through crises of one kind or another, and a
general ventilation of the diverse views on different occasions have to be brought up and
dealt with, et cetera, et cetera.

This Conference is not over with by any manner or means, and | am very confident
that constructive results of some order will come out of it.

That is all.

NOTE: President Hoover's ninety-ninth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 12 noon on Tuesday, March 25, 1930.



The background discussion was an attempt to dispel confusion created by an American
statement in London. Efforts to secure French cooperation led Secretary of State Henry L. Stimson
to suggest that the United States would consider a limited form of consultation pledge.
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Message to the Maine Republican State Convention
March 26, 1930

PLEASE EXTEND my cordial greetings to the delegates to the Maine Republican State
Convention. The party has met the issues before the country with constructive measures.
Its record of legislation and administration justifies the continuing confidence of the
people. In this faith your deliberations will be fruitful.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message, sent to John E. Nelson, c/o The Maine Republican State Convention,
Augusta, Maine, was read to some 1,500 delegates attending the convention
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Message Greeting King Fuad I of Egypt on His Birthday
March 27, 1930

[Released March 27, 1930. Dated March 26, 1930]

ON THIS anniversary of Your Majesty's birth please accept my hearty congratulations
and best wishes for your health and happiness and for the continued prosperity of Your
Majesty's country.

HERBERT HOOVER

[His Majesty Fuad I, King of Egypt, Cairo]
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The President's News Conference of
March 28, 1930

REPORT OF THE HAITIAN COMMISSION

THE PRESIDENT. The only thing | have today is the Haitian Commission's report. You
will find their recommendations on page 19, and the administration will adopt those
recommendations as the basis of its policies in Haiti. | leave it to you to read the
recommendations and save you time and trouble. You will find them all in the book, and
we will present you with the book at once.

And that is all I have got for this occasion.

Q. Mr. President, may we take it that you approve this report?

THE PRESIDENT. Yes — we will follow the recommendations as the basis of our
Haiti policies.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundredth news conference was held in the State, War, and Navy
Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, March 28, 1930.

The report, issued by the Department of State, Latin American Series No. 2, is entitled "Report
of the President's Commission for the Study and Review of Conditions in the Republic of Haiti"
(Government Printing Office, 45 pp. and appendix). The recommendations on page 19, to which
the President referred, follow:

The Commission recommends:

(1) That the detail of Naval and Marine officers for all Haitian services be made for a
minimum of four years and that an effort be made to secure Americans who will agree to continue
employment in these services, so that upon the expiration of the treaty a force of American doctors,
engineers, and police officers will be available for continued assistance to the Haitian Government,
should it then desire it;

(2) That, if possible, some form of continuing appropriation for roads be urged for expenditure
by the Haitian Government, with a policy that will provide enough funds to keep all existing roads
in suitable repair before any new construction is undertaken; also, in regard to further construction,
that only roads most urgently needed to develop regions now settled and under cultivation be
undertaken until the present economic depression has passed;

(3) That the United States interpose no objections to a moderate reduction of the customs
duties, internal revenue taxes, especially those imposed upon alcohol and tobacco, or to a reduction
or elimination of the export tax on coffee, if the condition of the Treasury so warrants;

(4) That it be suggested to the Haitian Government that it employ one American adviser in
each administrative department of the Government to perform such work as the respective Cabinet
Minister may delegate to him, these officers to give expert advice and assistance to the Haitian
Government, similar to that given by American officers in China, Siam, and Nicaragua, for naval
matters in Brazil, and for educational matters in Peru;

(5) That, as an act of graciousness on the part of the United States, a moderate appropriation
be made available during the continuance of the treaty to defray the cost of American civil officials
in the Haitian Government service;

(6) That an appointment of a military attaché be made to the Legation when the time shall
arrive for a Minister to replace the High Commissioner, as the question of the preservation of order
is of first importance and the Minister should have the advantage of his advice on military and
police matters;

(7) That an adequate Legation building be constructed immediately by the Government of the
United States in the city of Port au Prince to provide a suitable residence for the American Minister
and appropriate offices.
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The President's News Conference of
April 1, 1930

15TH DECENNIAL CENSUS

THE PRESIDENT. The census starts tomorrow, that is, the decennial enumeration of the
whole of the 120 millions of people, and | am very much in hopes that the whole country
will cooperate in making it expeditious and effective. The values which flow from the
census taking are of paramount importance both from a point of view of government,
economic advancement, social determinations, and every person in the country has an
interest in making it absolutely effective. It furnishes a datum point from which we move
in every advancement of the country.

Other than that | have no information for today.

Q. Mr. President, may | ask you about the White House enumeration — do you
furnish the information or does Mrs. Hoover?

THE PRESIDENT. I think I will furnish it as the head of the family.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and first news conference was held in the State, War, and
Navy Building at 12 noon on Tuesday, April 1, 1930.
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Informal Remarks on Presenting Census

Schedule to the Federal Census Taker
April 2, 1930

J. STERLING MORAN. Sir, I am the Federal census taker for this district and have come
to enumerate the occupants of this house.

THE PRESIDENT. Very good. | have secured a family schedule which has been
filled out in advance and is ready for you. Here it is [handing the schedule to Mr. Moran].
I have already prepared this for you. It is well that the American people know the

census is confidential. There is no special reason for secrecy here, however.

It is well to have a confidential census taken by the Government to enumerate the
people. | hope you will have everywhere the assistance you deserve. The census is vital
to the progress and determination of many social policies. In fact, it is the great
stocktaking of American progress.

NOTE: The President spoke at an informal ceremony on the south steps of the White House. As
printed above, this item follows the text set forth in a contemporary news account.
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Exchange of Remarks With President Carlos Ibanez del Campo
on the Inauguration of Direct Radiotelephonic Communication

Between Chile and the United States
April 3, 1930

Mr. President:

I did not anticipate, when | took leave of the happy hospitality Your Excellency
extended to me slightly over a year ago at Santiago, that the rapid strides of science in
partnership with commerce would so soon afford me the opportunity again to converse in
person with you. It is a source of especial gratification to me to participate today in the
ceremonies attendant upon the inauguration of direct radiotelephonic communication
between Chile and the United States of America.

A brief span of 40 years serves to encompass the extraordinary history of modern
means of communication between our respective countries. In 1890, the first direct cable
service was inaugurated, effecting a revolutionary improvement in communication which
has in the subsequent years been duplicated by the establishment of radiotelegraphic
communication, of direct and speedy communication by means of airplanes, and now by
the present radiotelephone service. Concurrently, sea traffic has been immeasurably
facilitated by the opening of the Panama Canal and by the never-ending improvement in
the quality and speed of the vessels which ply between our two countries.

Mr. President, | am happy indeed to converse with you in person today, to recall the
inspiring cordial reception of a year ago and to inaugurate thereby this important
additional means of communication between our respective countries.

NOTE: President Ibanez responded as follows:

It is an especial privilege to have this opportunity of conversing with Your Excellency. | am
much gratified at the inauguration of this new means of communication which will bring to our
countries incalculable benefits of every nature in the field of industry and commerce. | take
advantage of this occasion to repeat to Your Excellency the assurances of my unvarying friendship
and ask you to accept my good wishes for your personal happiness and for the success of your
administration.
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Exchange of Remarks With President Juan Campisteguy on
the Inauguration of Direct Radiotelephonic Communication

Between Uruguay and the United States
April 3, 1930

Mr. President:

The memories which I cherish of my brief visit, slightly more than 1 year ago, to the
great capital of the progressive Republic of Uruguay, and Your Excellency's friendly and
hospitable reception at that time, make more keen the pleasure which | experience today
of speaking with you again in person on the occasion of the inauguration of direct
radiotelephonic communication between Uruguay and the United States of America.

The history of modern communication bears recorded page on page the participation
of Uruguay in the adoption of each of its improvements. As they have been perfected the
systems of cable communication, radiotelegraphic communication by air, and now
communication by radiotelephone, have promptly been placed in operation between
Uruguay and the United States. These increasingly numerous ties, created through the
cooperation of scientific endeavor and commercial necessities, form the material part of
the strong bond, the other part of which is intellectual and spiritual fraternity, that
fortunately exists between our two countries.

Mr. President, it is truly a matter of satisfaction and pleasure to me that this new
means of communication between Uruguay and the United States of America is being
inaugurated today and to assure you that my pleasure and satisfaction have been
enhanced by the occasion this ceremony has afforded me to speak with you again.

NOTE: President Campisteguy responded as follows:

Mr. President:

Across the distance which separates us it is particularly pleasant for me to renew in so direct a
manner remembrances of the visit you made to our country, leaving with us such very happy
impressions.

May this new and wonderful means of communications, which makes possible in these
moments our being placed in spiritual contact, be a promising omen of closer tightening of the
bonds which unite our respective peoples.

In this inaugural ceremony, with those desires and this hope, | greet most cordially the chief
magistrate of the United States of America.
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Message to President Wilhelm Miklas of Austria About
the Death of Ambassador Albert Henry Washburn

April 4, 1930

[Released April 4, 1930. Dated April 3, 1930]

I HAVE received Your Excellency's sympathetic telegram with reference to the death of
Mr. Albert Henry Washburn. I consider that this Government has lost one of its most able
diplomats and | am deeply appreciative of Your Excellency's expression of the
sentiments of Austria toward him.

HERBERT HOOVER
[His Excellency Wilhelm Miklas, Federal President of Austria, Vienna]

NOTE: Albert Henry Washburn was United States Minister to Austria from February 1922 until his
death on April 2, 1930.
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Statement on Income Tax Revenues
April 5, 1930

THE INFORMATION upon the income tax collections for the month of March is not
sufficiently advanced to determine their effect upon the budget for the current year. As a
rule they furnish a close measure of what collections may be expected from this source in
the calendar year. The result is most gratifying. They indicate that the unfavorable
developments of last fall did not affect individual incomes to the extent that many had
feared, nor did they prevent the corporations of the country from reporting for tax
purposes a net income substantially in excess of that reported for the calendar year 1928.
Generally speaking, March income tax collections indicate that the collections from
individual taxpayers, excluding the tax reduction factor, will be somewhat less than
collections .during the calendar year 1929, but will be substantially in excess of
collections during the calendar year 1928. In so far as corporations are concerned, income
taxes paid during the calendar year 1930 will apparently not fall short of collections
during the calendar year 1929, notwithstanding a $90 million reduction resulting from the
lowering of the rate from 12 percent to 11 percent.

The Treasury seems to have estimated income tax collections for the fiscal year 1930
with remarkable accuracy, and it is apparent that the tax reduction enacted by the
Congress was fully justified. The figures submitted in the Budget message estimated
income tax revenue in the fiscal year 1930 at $2,480 million without taking into account
the tax reduction subsequently provided for. The March collections indicate that income
tax revenue will actually aggregate $2,400 million which, allowing $85 million for tax
reduction, would correspond to $2,485 million under the old rates.

On the other hand, there has been a substantial falling off in customs duties. The
estimated revenue from this source amounting to $600 million whereas present
indications are that not more than $560 million may be expected this fiscal year.

From these estimates and the current rate of expenditure it appears that we should be
able to close the fiscal year ending the 30th of next June with a very moderate surplus.

It is impossible at this early date to estimate with accuracy the situation in the next
fiscal year (that ending June 30, 1931). The Budget indicated, after the tax reduction
which has since been enacted, a surplus of $47 million for the next fiscal year. On the
revenue side the Treasury sees no occasion to make any substantial revision of its
estimates. Since the Budget figures were submitted, legislation enacted at the present
session of Congress has imposed a burden of additional expenditures amounting to $30
million during the next fiscal year. The major difficulty in prospect, however, arises from
the fact that bills already favorably reported by congressional committees, if enacted into
law, would entail an additional expenditure of nearly $300 million next fiscal year and, as
far as we can see today, inevitably result in a deficit. The situation clearly calls for most
rigid economy and deferment of even otherwise justifiable expenditures by both the
legislative and executive departments.



104

Message of Sympathy to King Gustaf V of
Sweden on the Death of Queen Victoria
April 5, 1930

ON THE OCCASION of the sad death of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, | wish to offer to
Your Majesty the profound sympathy of the Government and people of the United States.
To this | add the expression to Your Majesty and to the Royal Family of my own deep
sympathy in your bereavement.

HERBERT HOOVER

[His Majesty Gustaf V, King of Sweden, Stockholm]
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Message to the Military Order of the World War on Army Day
April 5, 1930

My dear Admiral Cowie:

The great citizen components of the Army of the United States constitute an
organized expression of patriotic citizenship. On Army Day, | wish to express the
gratitude of the Nation to those who exposed their lives to the dangers of the battlefield
and those who fell in defense of our national ideals.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Rear Adm. T. J. Cowie, Commander-in-Chief, Military Order of the World War, Washington,
D.C]

NOTE: Admiral Cowie read the message at Army Day ceremonies to an audience assembled in
front of the State, War, and Navy Building in Washington, D.C.
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Message Commending the Work of the

Commission on Interracial Cooperation
April 6, 1930

[Released April 6, 1930. Dated December 3, 1929]

Dear Dr. Moton:

I have been greatly impressed by the constructive work of the Commission on
Interracial Cooperation.

The solution of all conflict is that men and women of good-will shall search and find
the areas where we can cooperate, and thus minimize differences. That is the sane, simple
and sensible plan of the Commission. It is of real national importance. I trust it will have
the widest support.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Dr. R. R. Moton, Tuskegee Institute, Alabama]

NOTE: The Commission on Interracial Cooperation was formed during the race rioting of 1919 and
worked to build better race relations in the Southern States through the formation of interracial
committees and the sponsorship of local programs undertaken as joint efforts of the white and
Negro communities.
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Remarks at a Ceremony Honoring Dr. William Henry Welch
April 8, 1930

THE MANY YEARS that | have been honored with Dr. Welch's friendship make it a
privilege to join in this day of tribute to him by his friends and by the great scientific
societies of our country. Dr. Welch has reached his 80th year and a whole Nation joins in
good wishes to him.

Dr. Welch is our greatest statesman in the field of public health, and his public
service to the Nation well warrants our appreciation of him. With profound knowledge,
wide experience and skill in dealing with men, sound judgment, and a vision of the
future, he has been a great asset to the Nation, and we may fortunately hope that he will
continue for many years more to bless mankind with his invaluable leadership.

Our age is marked by two tendencies, the democratic and the scientific. In Dr. Welch
and his work we find an expression of the best in both tendencies. He not only represents
the spirit of pure science but constantly sees and seizes opportunities to direct its results
into service of humankind.

Medicine until modern times was a species of dramatic play upon emotions rather
than a science made useful through technology. It combined centuries of experience in
trial and error in reactions from many drugs, with a maximum of skill on the part of the
practitioner in a kindly art of making the patient feel as hopeful and comfortable as
possible while he was dying of the disease, the origin and treatment of which was as yet
undiscovered. Providence was made responsible for his fate rather than the bacillus
which should never have been allowed to infect him.

Modern medical practice, however, is based upon a vast background of scientific
research and discovery. In the creation of this science, in the conversion of its principles
into technical methods for use in actual practice, in the diffusion of knowledge of these
principles and methods, and in the application of them upon a national and worldwide
scale, Dr. Welch has played a leading American part. As a research worker in pure
science, he has made original and valuable discoveries. As a technologist he has devised
practical methods of applying pure science. As a teacher he has spread true knowledge
and inspiration among thousands. But in organizing and directing research and
application of medical knowledge on a wider field of prevention of disease, he is among
the preeminent few who deserve the title of statesman.

No valuable change in everyday practice of any of the great arts has ever been made
that was not preceded by the accretion of basic truths through ardent and painstaking
research. This sequence that precedes effective action in medicine is equally important in
every field of progress in the modern world. It is not the method of stirred public
emotions, with its drama of headlines; it is rather the quiet, patient, powerful, and sure
method of nature herself.

Dr. Welch has happily combined in his character and intellect the love of truth and
the patient experimental habit of the pure scientist, with the ingenuity of the inventor and
the organizing vision and energy of the promoter of sound enterprise — and combines all
these things with a worldly wisdom and gracious charm that has made him a leader
amongst men.

I know that I express the affection of our countrymen and the esteem of his
profession in every country when | convey to him their wishes for many years of
continued happiness.

NOTE: The President spoke during ceremonies honoring Dr. Welch on his 80th birthday, in
Memorial Continental Hall, Washington, D.C. His remarks were broadcast nationwide.

Dr. William Henry Welch, a prominent pathologist, educator, and author, was active in
national and international medical organizations.
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Address to the American Society of Mechanical

Engineers on Receiving the First Hoover Gold Medal
April 8, 1930

I AM GLAD to join with my fellow members in this celebration of the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. It would be a difficult
task to measure the blessings brought by this association through the stimulation to
invention, the improvement of methods, the adequate training of engineers, and the
advancement of knowledge in a large sense. During its span of life it has contributed a
great part in the development of an art into a mighty profession upon whose capacity and
fidelity rest so much of human progress.

| feel especially honored that the association should, through the beneficence of Mr.
Lauer, have established a new distinction among engineers, and should have designated
me as its first recipient. The purpose of this medal is to mark the public service of men
who have gone outside their strictly professional work to interest themselves in civic and
humanitarian affairs. And the engineers have something to contribute to public service.

With the development of our great national tools — our engines, our railways, our
automobiles, our airplanes, our steamships, our electric power, and a score of other great
implements, together with the supplies of material upon which they depend — the
engineer has added vastly to the problems of government, for government must see that
the control of these tools and these materials are not misused to limit liberty and freedom,
that they advance and do not retard equality of opportunity amongst all our citizens.

These great discoveries and inventions have brought great blessings to humanity but
they have multiplied the problems of government and the complexity of these problems
progresses with the increase of our population. Every county government, every
municipal government, every State government, and the Federal Government itself, is
engaged in constant attempt to solve a multitude of public relationships to these tools
which the engineers by their genius and industry constantly force to the very doorstep of
government. And in solving these problems we have need for a large leavening of the
engineering knowledge and engineering attitude of mind and engineering method. These
problems of public relation are unsolvable without the technical knowledge of the
engineer. They are unsolvable without the fundamental engineers' approach to truth. That
is, first to determine the facts, arrange these facts in proper perspective, and then distill
truth from them in the retort of experience.

Engineers do not undertake to build these gigantic tools, whether bridges, power
plants, or railroads, without knowing the service they are to perform, without infinite
patience in discovery of economic and scientific fact, without the adaptation of
experience, without giving consideration to capacity in the human material available to
conduct them, and without the final crystallization into positive constructive action. No
emotion enters into these determinations. Emotion is permissible only in contemplation
of their service to humanity.

But when the problems which these great tools create come to the door of
government they are at once emotional problems, for the resolution of our people for
equality of opportunity, for freedom from domination, for maintenance of initiative, and
liberty of action, arise from the deepest of human emotions. Yet if we would find solution
for these problems, if we would deal with them constructively, we must traverse the same
hard road in determining the service we wish to perform and with infinite patience
discovering the economic and scientific facts with careful adaptation of experience, with
high regard for the human material available to conduct our administration, and with
positive action in administration.

Our greatest difficulty in dealing with these problems of government is when the
emotion comes first. Facts and the technical knowledge come but slowly or are often lost
in a sea of embittered controversy. It is for all these reasons that the engineers with their



training, their attitude of mind, and their method, can contribute to the solution of the
problems which arise from their own creations.

I am not advocating that all public services be turned over to engineers. | have a high
appreciation of the contribution of the other professions but the engineers, I insist, have a
contribution to make to public service and they have an obligation to give that
contribution. This distinction which has been established by your association should mark
this necessity and should stimulate activities of our engineers in such service.

NOTE: The President spoke at the anniversary dinner at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D.C.
The Hoover Gold Medal was instituted to commemorate the civic and humanitarian
achievements of Herbert Hoover and to him the first award was made. From time to time the medal
was awarded by engineers to a fellow engineer for distinguished public service.
The trust fund creating the award was the gift of Conrad N. Lauer, of Philadelphia, Pa., a vice
president of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Final

Report of the Special International Niagara Board
April 9, 1930

To the Senate:

I transmit for the information of the Senate in connection with its consideration of
the convention between the United States of America and His Majesty the King of Great
Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, for the
Preservation and improvement of the scenic beauty of the Niagara Falls and Rapids,
signed at Ottawa on January 2, 1929 (Senate Executive U, 70th Congress, 2d Session),
the final report of the Special International Niagara Board, together with an
accompanying report from the Acting Secretary of State and its enclosed copy of a letter
from the Secretary of War.

The attention of the Senate is invited to the hope expressed by the Secretary of War
that the valuable studies contained in the report may be preserved and made available for
future studies by publication as a public document.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
April 9, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying reports and letters are printed as Senate Document 128
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).

The President referred to a convention which had been submitted to the Senate by President
Calvin Coolidge and had already been ratified by Canada. Based on the recommendations of a
special board established in 1926, it called for a joint program of repair work and water diversion.
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Letter to W. J. L. Banham on the Survey

Made by the New York Board of Trade
April 9, 1930

[Released April 9, 1930. Dated April 7, 1930]

My dear Mr. Banham:

I have your kind letter of April 4th. | have been much interested in the survey made
by the New York Board of Trade, which is very encouraging.

| am to deliver an address before the United States Chamber of Commerce in the
course of the next few weeks, on which occasion | hope to make a statement as to the
business situation.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. W. J. L. Banham, New York Board of Trade, Inc., 41 Park Row, New York City]

NOTE: The survey referred to in the letter brought together some 1,000 reports on all lines of
business. Eighty-six percent of the returns indicated an expectation of business revival in the
spring.
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Exchange of Remarks With President Hipolito Irigoyen
on the Inauguration of Direct Radiotelephonic Communication

Between Argentina and the United States
April 10, 1930

Mr. President:

I am happy to have the pleasure of speaking with you on the occasion of the
inauguration of the radiotelephone service between Argentina and the United States. |
avail myself, for this purpose, of one of the most signal achievements of science and
commerce, whereby radiotelephonic communication over the vast distances that separate
our two countries has become a reality.

I cannot but recall, as | converse with you now without leaving my office in
Washington, the long days during which | had voyaged southward by sea and the
wonderful journey by rail over the Andes and across the famous and fertile plains of
Argentina before it was possible for me to speak with you on another occasion.

It has often truly been said that in the measure that peoples enjoy personal
acquaintance with one another, so do the intangible but none the less effective barriers
which separate them dissolve. This new means of communication, therefore, which
permits individuals separated in the almost insuperable physical manner in which
residents of the Argentine Republic and of the United States now are, to converse,
actually to speak and to hear the spoken word, must inevitably contribute to an
extraordinary degree to the further destruction of those barriers.

Mr. Bliss" has brought to me gratifying reports of the continuing and ever-increasing
prosperity and social advancement which are being enjoyed by the Argentine Nation, and
it is my hope that the perfecting of this additional means of communication between our
two States will by fostering that interchange of ideas and of commerce which constitute
the relationship of states bring benefit to both.

Mr. President, | repeat that it gives me great satisfaction to be reminded on this
occasion of the most cordial reception you accorded me last year. The many courtesies
and the sincere hospitality which you extended to me during my visit to Buenos Aires
will always be remembered by me with sentiments of true appreciation.

NOTE: A translation of President Irigoyen's response follows:

Mr. President:

This happy opportunity, suggested by you, is a source of great pleasure to me as it revives in
my mind the interviews which we had on the occasion of your never-to-be-forgotten visit during
which we agreed in our opinions as to the form in which international problems should be faced
and solved in accord with those immutable principles which constitute the fundamental ethics of
universal creation. | am filled with satisfaction at your generous compliments as also for the reports
of Mr. Bliss. | am with you in stating that this new means of communication will be an additional
factor in the expansion of communication between our two nations.

But | must also say to you, as my conviction in this matter becomes ever greater, that
uniformity in thought and human feeling cannot be guaranteed so much by the advances of the
exact and positive sciences as by concepts which like inspirations from heaven must constitute the
reality of life. At the moment when we thought that humanity was completely assured by its own
moral guarantees we were surprised by an hecatomb so great that no one could describe it in all its
magnitude. It was right to suppose that the most profound condemnation would fall upon such a
catastrophe and that this would mark the rebirth of a more spiritual and sensible life.

To sum up, Mr. President, this welcome conversation reaffirms my evangelical beliefs that
man must be consecrated for man and peoples for peoples and that in common concert they must
reconstruct the work of centuries on the basis of a more ideal culture and civilization of a more
solid confraternity and more in harmony with the mandates of divine providence.

Accept, Mr. President, my warmest greetings.

' Robert Woods Bliss was United States Ambassador to Argentina.
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The President's News Conference of
April 11, 1930

LONDON NAVAL CONFERENCE

THE PRESIDENT. I have prepared some notes on the results of the London Conference.
As it involves a great many figures and it is very technical, | will have the text
mimeographed for you in a few minutes.

| am very greatly pleased with the final success of the Naval Arms Conference in
London, and | have today telegraphed the delegation expressing my approval of the result
achieved and my admiration for their patience and determination in a very arduous and
difficult negotiation. And | wish to congratulate the delegations of the other governments
for their constructive and courageous action.

The most vital feature of its great accomplishments for peace is the final abolition of
competition in naval arms between the greatest naval powers, and the burial of the fears
and suspicions which have been the constant product of rival warship construction. It will
be recalled that prior to the three-power conference at Geneva in 1927, when France and
Italy felt obliged to decline attendance, there was naval competition in all craft except
battleships, and there was constant international friction. Consequently, on the failure of
that Conference rival naval construction and expansion received even new impulses, and
resulted in increased international suspicion and ill will and appropriations by practically
every government for the expansion of naval construction. There was a steady drift
towards immensely increased navies.

When | undertook this negotiation it was after a critical examination of the
experience before and during and after the Geneva Conference, and a determination that
the causes which brought about the failure of that Conference could be met provided we
had adequate preparation and adequate preliminary negotiation. At that time we realized,
and we have realized at all times since, that the particular setting of the continental
nations because of the inseparable importance of land armies in their bearing on naval
strength, together with the political agreements that reduction of such arms implied, made
a five-power agreement extremely improbable, as the United States could not involve
itself in such agreements. The French and Italian Governments have shown the utmost
good will in this Conference in an endeavor in the interest of world peace as a whole to
support the present solution just as far as they could do so, and they have joined in the
present agreement in many of the important provisions.

Now, it is difficult to estimate the precise reductions in warcraft tonnage which have
been brought about by the agreement because of the factor of normal replacement and
additional tonnage authorized but not yet constructed in the different countries. Nine
battleships are to be scrapped of a total of about 230,000 tons, the replacement of 16 or
17 others to be deferred for 6 years. The various navies in the agreement are to reduce
some 300,000 to 400,000 tons of other categories in the next few years as they become
obsolete, but in some categories some of the powers will need to increase in order to
come up to the standards set. The net balance will be a very considerable decrease in the
world's actual tonnage as it stands today.

The economic importance of the accomplishment can best be measured in terms of
the situation developed during the Geneva Conference. That Conference broke down
upon the feeling of the British representatives that is was necessary for them to create or
maintain a navy of a total of nearly 1,500,000 tons. Their prewar navy was very much
larger than this. The American delegates were not able to agree to this basis as it implied
such a very large amount of naval construction in the United States that it was hopeless to
expect public support, and it meant a perpetually inferior navy.

The British suggestions at Geneva were approximately this:

1. Maintain the battleships as provided in the Washington Treaty, maintaining the
British battle fleet at 606,000 tons, and the American battle fleet at 525,000 tons.

2. Aircraft carriers as in the Washington Treaty at a maximum of 135,000 tons.



3. A cruiser tonnage of about 450,000 tons in 70 cruisers.

4. Although actual figures were little discussed the conversations appear to have
indicated a destroyer tonnage of about 225,000 to 250,000 tons, and a submarine tonnage
of about 75,000 tons, or a total fleet of nearly 1,500,000 tons on a British basis, or
1,420,000 American basis owing to our inferiority in battleship tonnage through the
Washington Arms Treaty.

If this fleet had been adopted as the basis of parity, it would have cost the United
States somewhere upon different calculations from $1,400,000 to $1,750,000 for
replacements and new construction to attain it with greatly increased maintenance costs.

The present agreement calls for parity of American and British fleets of
approximately:

1. A battleship basis to each of us of about 460,000 tons, but no replacements for
next 6 years on either side.

2. Aircraft carriers as in Washington Arms Treaty at a maximum of 135,000 tons.

3. A cruiser basis of 339,000 tons if the United States exercises the option of the
same types as Great Britain, but, if the United States builds a larger ratio of the large
cruisers, our tonnage would be 323,000 tons. It represents a reduction of about 20 ships in
the basis of the British cruisers fleet.

4. A destroyer tonnage of 150,000 tons and a submarine tonnage of 52,700 tons each.

That is a total fleet basis of, roughly, about 1,136,000 tons — slightly less if we build
the larger cruisers instead of following the British fleet — as compared with about
1,500,000 tons as the British basis at Geneva, showing a reduction of something like
364,000 tons below that basis to the United States and Great Britain and a proportional
reduction to Japan. In bringing this about the British scrap four 8-inch gun cruisers and
five battleships while we scrap three battleships, thus bringing about a parity in
battleships which was not attained under the Washington agreement. The Japanese navy
under the proposed agreement will amount to something near 800,000 tons. These results
are to be arrived at by scrapping and by obsolescence and by construction in some
categories prior to 1936, when we meet again in a general conference.

The cost to the United States of replacements and new construction during the next 6
years until the further conference will be upon various estimates from $550 million to
$650 million as compared to a sum of between $1,400 million and $1,750 million if we
attempted to achieve parity on the Geneva basis. And to this latter would need to be
added the additional cost of maintenance and operation which would make the saving on
the present basis as compared with the Geneva something up to nearly $1 billion in the
next 6 years.

These savings are not alone to the United States but to Great Britain and Japan as
well. The total savings to the world is perhaps $2,500 million below the Geneva basis —
and the world was steadily drifting towards the Geneva basis. This sum, devoted to
reproductive enterprise, would contribute an enormous amount to restoring the prosperity
of the world.

There are no political undertakings of any kind in the present treaty, except an
agreement for the regulation of the conduct of submarines against merchant ships in time
of war. The whole agreement is a great step in world peace, and for the first time is an
assurance of American parity in naval strength.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and second news conference was held in the State, War,
and Navy Building at 4 p.m. on Friday, April 11, 1930. The White House also issued a text of the
President's statement about the London Naval Conference (see Item 113).
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Statement About the London Naval Conference
April 11, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"l am greatly pleased with the final success of the Naval Arms Conference in
London and I have today telegraphed the delegation expressing my approval of the result
achieved and my admiration for their patience and determination in an arduous and
difficult negotiation. And | wish to congratulate the delegations of the other governments
for their constructive and courageous action.

"The most vital feature of its great accomplishments for peace is the final abolition
of competition in naval arms between the greatest naval powers and the burial of the fears
and suspicions which have been the constant product of rival warship construction. It will
be recalled that prior to the three-power conference at Geneva in 1927, when France and
Italy felt obliged to decline attendance, there was naval competition in all craft except
battleships with constant international friction. Consequently, upon the failure of that
Conference the rival expansion received even new impulses and resulted in increased
international suspicion and ill will through the world and a steady drift to greatly
increased navies.

"When | initiated this negotiation it was after a critical examination of the experience
before and after the Geneva Conference and a determination that the causes of that failure
could be met with adequate preparation and preliminary negotiation. At that time we
realized, and have realized at all times since, that the particular setting of the continental
nations, because of the inseparable importance of land armies in their bearing upon naval
strength, together with the political agreements that reduction of such arms implied, made
a five-power agreement extremely improbable, as the United States could not involve
itself in such agreements. The French and Italian Governments have shown the utmost
good will in this Conference in an endeavor, in the interest of world peace, to support the
present solution just as far as they could do so, and they have joined the present
agreement in important provisions.

"It is difficult to estimate the precise reductions in warcraft tonnage which has been
brought about by this agreement because of the factor of normal replacement and
additional tonnage authorized but not yet constructed. Nine battleships are to be scrapped
of a total of about 230,000 tons, the replacement of 16 or 17 others to be deferred for 6
years. The various navies in the agreement are to reduce some 300,000 to 400,000 tons of
other categories in the next few years as they become obsolete — but some categories of
some of them must be increased in order to come up to the standards set. The net balance
will be a very considerable decrease in the world's actual tonnage as it stands today.

"The economic importance of the accomplishment can best be measured in terms of
the situation developed at the Geneva Conference. That Conference broke down upon the
feeling of the British representatives that it was necessary for them to create or maintain a
navy of a total of nearly 1,500,000 tons. Their prewar navy was much larger than this.
The American delegates were not able to agree to this basis, as it implied such a huge
amount of naval construction in the United States that it was hopeless to expect public
support, and it meant a perpetually inferior navy.

"The British suggestions at Geneva were approximately:

1. Maintain the battleships as provided in the Washington Treaty of which the British
battle fleet then stood at 606,000 tons, and the American battle fleet of 525,000 tons.

2. Aircraft carriers as in the Washington Treaty at a maximum of 135,000 tons.

3. A cruiser tonnage of about 450,000 tons in 70 cruisers.

4. Although actual figures were little discussed the conversations appear to have
indicated a destroyer tonnage of about 225,000 to 250,000 tons, and a submarine tonnage
of about 75,000 tons, or a total fleet of nearly 1,500,000 tons on a British basis, or
1,420,000 American basis owing to our inferiority in battleship tonnage through the
Washington Arms Treaty.



"If this fleet had been adopted as the basis of parity, it would have cost the United
States somewhere, upon different calculations, from $1,400 million to $1,750 million for
replacements and new construction to attain it with greatly increased maintenance costs.

"The present agreement calls for parity of American and British fleets of
approximately:

1. A battleship basis to each of us of about 460,000 tons, but no replacements for
next 6 years on either side.

2. Aircraft carriers as in Washington Arms Treaty at a maximum of 135,000 tons.

3. A cruiser basis of 339,000 tons if the United States exercises the option of the
same types as Great Britain, but, if the United States builds a larger ratio of the large
cruisers, our tonnage would be 323,000. It represents a reduction of about 20 ships in the
basis of the British cruiser fleet.

4. Destroyer tonnage of 150,000 tons and a submarine tonnage of 52,700 tons each.

"That is a total fleet basis of, roughly, about 1,136,000 tons (slightly less if we build
the larger cruisers) as compared with about 1,500,000 ton British basis of the Geneva
Conference, shows a reduction of about 364,000 tons below that basis to the United
States and Great Britain and a proportional reduction to Japan. In bringing this about the
British scrap four 8-inch gun cruisers and five battleships, while we scrap three
battleships, thus bringing about parity in battleships which was not attained in the
Washington agreement. The Japanese Navy under the proposed agreement will amount to
something near 800,000 tons. These results are to be arrived at by scrapping, by
obsolescence, and by construction in some categories prior to 1936 when a renewed
conference is to take place.

"The cost to the United States of replacements and new construction during the next
6 years until the further conference will be (under various estimates) from $550 million to
$650 million as compared to a sum, as | have said, of between $1,400 million to $1,750
million to attain parity on the Geneva basis. To this latter would need be added the
additional cost of maintenance and operating which would make the saving upon the
present basis as compared to the Geneva up to $1 billion in the next 6 years.

"The savings are not alone to the United States but to Great Britain and Japan as
well. The total savings to the world is perhaps $2,500 million below the Geneva basis to
which the world was steadily drifting. This sum devoted to reproductive enterprise will
be a great stimulus to world Prosperity.

"There are no political undertakings of any kind in the present treaty except an
agreement for the regulation of the conduct of submarines against merchant ships in time
of war. The whole agreement is a great step in world peace and an assurance of American
parity in naval strength."
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Message on the Birthday of Thomas Jefferson

and Its Celebration on Religious Holy Days
April 11, 1930

THE NOTEWORTHY and most unusual coincidence that the religious holy days known
as Palm Sunday and Passover both occur this year upon the birthday of Thomas Jefferson
makes it indeed appropriate that the anniversary, on April thirteenth, is to be observed
educationally and patriotically with special emphasis upon the founding of religious
freedom. Jefferson's contribution, together with that of the other fathers of the Republic,
to the famous Statute for Religious Freedom and his life-long championship of that
principle decisively helped to fix it permanently in the national policy, with results
beneficent beyond calculation. It is useful to recall these benefits and to renew their
sanctions in the general conscience of mankind.

HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message was sent to Felix M. Warburg, Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 115
Broadway, New York City.
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Address to the Daughters of the American Revolution
April 14, 1930

To the Daughters of the American Revolution:

Itis a pleasure to take part in welcoming the delegates from all parts of the country
of so great a patriotic association as the Daughters of the American Revolution.

This society was rounded in proud memory of the spirit of this Nation in its first
fight for freedom. The enduring courage, the wisdom, and the love of liberty of our
forbears who fought in that fight is a most precious heritage. You who trace your lineage
back to that gallant group have a right to be proud. On you, by virtue of your lineage,
there rest especial privileges and duties. It is your special privilege to tend the flame of
humanity and freedom that was lighted in the American Revolution and so to perform
that service that the memory of those heroic virtues shall survive in our people. And there
rests on you an especial charge and duty that, at whatever sacrifice, that spiritual light of
justice and liberty shall continue to guide this people in their relations to all the world.
For it is the moral and spiritual inspirations of a nation more than its material progress
which will determine its destiny.

As a nation we have grown to a giant strength and power which is so new and vast
that we can only vaguely comprehend it. There are showered upon us as a people the
blessings of general well-being to a degree which no other nation possesses and that
national well-being is more fairly shared among every class of our people than of any
other nation. Through the wisdom of our forefathers we have inherited a system of life
which yields a larger measure of equality of opportunity — a larger richness of
opportunity — than humanity has before discovered. And from this system we have found
freedom for ability and character to rise from the humblest condition to leadership, which
brings a constant refreshment of the moral and spiritual strength to our Nation. We are
content with the fundamental democratic principles of government which we have
evolved and under which we live. We are not blind to its errors and crudities, but we are
confident of our ability to cure them. We have no patience with those doctrines that
would destroy the most successful human experiment in all history.

Because of our geographical situation, because of our great resources and of the
American genius for organization, we have, in a sense that no other country has it,
security from attack and harm by other nations. We are not only more free from attack,
but our people are more free from the haunting fear of attack than are any other people in
the world. Because of these blessings, because of our inherited ideals of humanity and
liberty, because of our strength, because of our disinterestedness, because of our freedom
from these tormenting fears, there rests upon the United States a moral and spiritual duty
to undertake a part in securing the peace of the world. Nor does that duty imply any
limitation upon our independence. Quite to the contrary, it can only be fulfilled to its
fullest measure by maintaining the fullest independence.

I do not put this duty to you upon a basis of self-interest, although it is inevitable that
the failure of civilization in any part of the world at once brings distress within our own
doors. | have no occasion to emphasize this duty by pointing out the horrors and
degradations of war. Those who really know war never glorify it. | have seen too much of
the tragic suffering of men, women, and children, of the black shadows that ever run on
the heels of war, to wish to recall those scenes. | hope never to see them again. Because
of my abhorrence of war let no one mistake my position however. There is a price which
no nation can afford to pay for peace. Yet | know this Nation can help to make war
impossible and that it should so help.

It is easy to preach the national duty of helping to preserve peace. It is easier still to
engage in invective or vindictive phrase and slogan which stir national selfishness and
self-righteousness. And certainly the way of peace lies neither in the rattling of the
scabbard nor the abandonment of defense.

These are matters in which you are deeply interested; not in destructive criticism
directed to either extreme, of which we have enough, but in development of constructive



public opinion — the most powerful expression of our people. Your cordial resolutions in
support of Secretary Kellogg® in his efforts which brought about the Kellogg-Briand Pact
are evidence of the desire of your society to promote the peace of the world. By that pact
with 55 other nations, we solemnly pledged ourselves not only to renounce war but to
seek means for pacific settlement of all international differences. We were sincere when
we signed that pact. We engaged our national honor when we ratified it. And in sincerity
and honor two obligations flow from that covenant.

First, the conceptions of military strength of nations are reduced by that covenant
solely to such strength as is required for defense. And second, we must cultivate
methodical procedure by which controversies between nations can be settled by pacific
means. Certainly until the peace machinery of the world has been developed and tested
over long years we must maintain such forces of defense as will at every moment prevent
the penetration of a hostile force over our borders. And our security today is well assured
by an army and navy whose high tradition of valor and skill is represented in both the
command and ranks of today, and we shall maintain it. Adequate defense requires forces
relative to offer nations but at the same time with no excesses which will create the fear
of aggression from us. Such fear will breed animosities, ill will, and a resolution in others
to combine to protect themselves, which are the very seeds of war.

All the world needs relief from the burdens of armies and navies, but disarmament
cannot be made to contribute to peace unless it is conducted by agreement among
nations, for by that method alone can we allay fear and preserve security. One of the
deeper causes of friction and ill will in the world has been competition in naval
armament. Nothing arouses more fear or lends itself more to the creation of distrust
among nations. A proposal on the part of one nation to build more ships of war results in
instant fear of inadequate defense, ill will, and suspicion in other nations.

In consonance with the spirit of the Kellogg Pact, we recently made a renewed effort
at reduction and limitation of naval arms by agreement. For nearly 10 years our country
has pursued a steady endeavor to bring about such agreements. The Washington Arms
Conference of 1922, while it was but partially successful in this direction, yet by limiting
battleships and aircraft carriers it accomplished much and laid foundations for the future.
Competition, however, started at once in the other types of warcraft and an effort was
made by conference between the representatives of the United States, Great Britain, and
Japan at Geneva in 1927 to bring it to a halt.

That Conference failed and competition took renewed and even more dangerous
aspects. A year ago we again initiated negotiations and the Conference in London during
the past 4 months by patient labor is now assured of success. It has been able to reach a
further great and far-reaching settlement, reducing the number of battleships, creating a
holiday in their further construction, together with limitations and reductions in the
construction of cruisers, destroyers, and submarines during the next 6 years. Under the
terms now being finally formulated the Conference has been able to bring about an actual
reduction in the armament of the three nations of about 25 percent less than the standards
discussed during the Conference which failed at Geneva 3 years ago and a reduction of
about 12 percent below present naval programs as rapidly as the present ships become
obsolete. But most important of all, it has been able finally to turn the tide of constantly
increasing naval arms and to end the poison of suspicion and ill will generated by
constant rivalry in construction.

We have been able to create a situation where there is neither inferiority nor
superiority in the naval strength of the United States. This is consonant with the pact we
have solemnly entered by which we have pledged ourselves to use our arms solely for
defense. We are stronger in defense as a result of the Conference. It is an accomplishment
that I believe will appeal to the moral and spiritual sense of the American people.
Through this agreement we have strengthened the forces of peace. It is an
accomplishment that has great material advantages to all its participants, but | prefer to
have it judged on the far higher grounds of its contribution to the moral and spiritual
welfare of our people and the world, for in the long run those are the grounds on which
we and all the world must depend for progress.



The great road to peace indeed lies in the prevention of war. The construction and
maintenance of this road requires just as much interest and devotion as the maintenance
of defense. The first principle in prevention of war is to guide our national conduct in
justice, consideration, and kindliness to other nations so as to give no justified cause for
ill will or suspicion. War arises from a state of fear, a sense of injustice, and an ill will
which culminates in uncontrollable national passions. There are ever present in the world
the causes of friction. The far flung exchange of citizens and their property throughout
the world gives hourly birth to large and small controversies; beyond this our generation
has inherited a multitude of conflicting interests from of old. The controversies are of
many different types; they require distinctively different methods and agencies of
settlement. The practical program of the work of peace is to develop and create
appropriate agencies for regular methodical disposal and solution of these controversies
S0 as to assure justice and avoid arousing of national emotions.

All civilized nations have developed great skill and experience in their foreign
offices whose will and purpose in this century is to dispose of a multitude of these daily
incidents without friction. We have need steadily to expand their machinery and method.

The world has greatly advanced the method of arbitration by scores of treaties; it has
by such instances as the Bolivia-Paraguay dispute advanced the method of independent
inquiry into fact in cooperation with the parties, and by such instances as the Tacna-Arica
controversy, have advanced the method of conciliation. The difficulties in the instance of
the Chinese-Russian dispute show the clear need for some method of mobilization of
public opinion against the violation of the Kellogg Pact. By international conference on
specific questions, such as disarmament, we have advanced the method of cooperation in
settlement of old standing dangers.

Through precedent and treaty the world is building every year a larger and larger
body of international law and practice. Statesmen over a generation have realized that
with this growth of international law and precedent another method can be contributed to
the pacific settlement of a vast number of incidental controversies of justiciable character
if the world had an international court to which such cases could be referred for adequate
hearing and independent decision based upon law and justice.

Such a court — the World Court — has been established at The Hague with the aid of
American jurists. It has been accepted by 90 percent of the civilized people of the Earth.
It is established and no other court is practicable. It has demonstrated the highest integrity
and capacity, and the continuance of these qualities is assured. It has already settled a
great number of controversies. It is only one, but an important one of the six or seven
methods of securing pacific settlements, and thus a contribution to the prevention of war.
Adherence to that Court by the United States has been earnestly recommended by every
one of our Presidents and every one of our Secretaries of State living since its inception.
No one can challenge the patriotism of these 10 men, nor the ripe wisdom which is theirs
from having borne the actual burden of responsibility for our foreign relations. They have
found no entanglement or limitation of the independence of the United States by
safeguarded membership in it.

And in all the discussion as to participation of the United States in this Court there
are few persons who do not agree as to the desirability and necessity of such a court as
one of the additions to our methods of pacific settlements. The contention on this
question rests upon the details of special stipulations under which we should join. It is not
my purpose to go into these contentions here. | have no doubt they can be solved and that
the United States will become a member of the Court.

Mankind has within the past decade given more earnest thought to and made more
constructive effort and progress toward the elimination of war than in all previous periods
of history. In the broader field of our relation to these many methods to prevent war we
have during the past few years participated in an increasing number of international
discussions, consultations and conferences, arbitrations, and inquiries — all of which
represent progress in organizing the world for peace. We shall continue to do so where
any important purpose is to be accomplished. And in our cooperation to maintain peace
there is one broad policy which | wish to emphasize.



Our role in cooperation is different from that of the nations of Europe. That
difference rises not only from our geographical setting, but from the nature of the
maximum contribution we can render to peace. The nations of Europe, surrounded as
they are by dangers and problems of which, we, in the Western Hemisphere, have but
little appreciation, and beset by inherited fears, hold to the view that aside from the
World Court the pacific settlement of controversies and the maintenance of peace should
be backed by potential coercion through pooling of either military or economic strength.
We do not question their right to come to such conclusions as they see fit to follow,
arising as they do from their terrible experience and their necessities. But the instinct of
the vast majority of our people is that our contribution is not to be based upon
commitments to use force to maintain peace. This arises both from a feeling that the
threat of force conflicts with the purpose of peaceful efforts and from the limitation it
might place upon our independent action where we have only indirect interest. We have
come to the belief that our contribution can best be made by our good offices and a
helpfulness based upon independence from any combination pledged to the use of force. |
believe it is clear that the United States can more effectively and wisely work for peace
without commitments to use coercion to enforce settlements. Our position was made
clear in a statement issued jointly by the Prime Minister of England and myself at the
time of his memorable visit of good will to this country, in which we said:

"The part of each of our governments in the promotion of world peace will be
different, as one will never consent to become entangled in European diplomacy and the
other is resolved to pursue a policy of active cooperation with its European neighbors, but
each of our governments will direct its thoughts and influence toward securing and
maintaining the peace of the world."

Within these principles which are in full accord with the traditions we have from our
forefathers, we should hold an open mind and engage in advancement of the methods by
which the controversies in the world may find pacific settlement and by which we can
cooperate in the prevention of war. For the American people want peace in the world, not
alone as a matter of material interest to our prosperity and welfare, but because gains to
the moral and spiritual forces of the world are made through peace and not through war.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:15 p.m. to the 39th Continental Congress of the
National Society, Daughters of the American Revolution, assembled in Constitution Hall in
Washington, D.C.

! Frank B. Kellogg was Secretary of State from March 4, 1925 to March 27, 1929.
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The President's News Conference of
April 15, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. This is a small assembly this morning, and | have small news — in
fact, none at all. | will just welcome you back to the new White House.

Q. Congratulations on that, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT. You will be more comfortable and so will I.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and third news conference was held in the White House at
12 noon on Tuesday, April 15, 1930.

Due to a Christmas eve fire in the executive offices of the White House, prior news
conferences had been held in the State, War, and Navy Building.
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The President's News Conference of
April 18, 1930

LONDON NAVAL TREATY

THE PRESIDENT. I have nothing for publication today. | thought perhaps there are
some details of the London agreement that you might like to know as background. The
text will presumably be over on Tuesday — the full text.

The battleship arrangement for handling the scrapped ships will be actual scrapping.
It developed that our three ships will be obsolete in 1931, less than a year from now,
whereas the ships of the other countries would not be obsolete until 1934 or 1935, so they
have arranged to scrap the whole group. One of each nation | believe is to be
demilitarized and used for a training ship.

The aircraft carriers has one detail | have not seen in the press, and that is the
135,000 ton basis of the Washington Arms Treaty and the Japanese ratio to it, likewise
the French and Italian ratios, are to include all aircraft carriers. There was either an
intentional or unintentional lapse in the Washington Arms Treaty by which aircraft
carriers of less than 10,000 tons apparently did not count in the tonnage, and some of the
countries have either designed or intend to build some craft of under 10,000 tons, so that
they will be all brought in under the limitations of the Washington Arms Treaty no matter
what their size.

It is my understanding that the battleship and aircraft carriers paragraph, together
with the submarines provision, and the definition of the various categories, which is
rather an elaborate definition, will comprise the five-power portion of the treaty. The
subsidiary limitations will be covered only by the three powers.

The submarine provision makes a very positive series of provisions for safety of
passengers — that putting passengers in small boats unless a ship happens to be close to
shore, in smooth waters, and various other definitions of that kind, will not do. There
must be positive provisions for passengers' safety under submarine attack.

On the subsidiary tonnage, it is my understanding that the first seven of the cruisers
of our new program will be laid down at any time that suits us. The next 3 — that is,
making up the total of 18 — are to be laid down in 1933, 1934, and 1935. Under the
provisions for commencing construction, it is open to the judgment of any power as to
what they should construct, and all others individual have the right without consultation
to build up to those ratios. | say that because there seems to be some delusion that it is the
result of consultation and determination. It is automatic.

Those, | think, are the only points that | have not seen fully covered in the press.

Q. Mr. President, you mean that the French and the Italians will sign the treaty, the
one armament treaty, but subscribe only to the parts that relate to battleships? Will that be
all in one treaty?

THE PRESIDENT. All in one treaty — battleships, aircraft carriers, submarine
paragraphs, and the definition of categories. There are rather elaborate definitions in the
treaty of the noncombatant craft which has been necessary, and they are being defined
with certain sizes of guns and certain slow speeds, in order to cover such things as
Yangtze River activities.

Q. Does that reference about the safety clause mean that some nations are not bound
to build the same type as the other nations, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT. Oh, no. While any nation can determine for itself, it is my
understanding, what type it will build beyond the limits of the treaty, every other nation
may adopt the same types if she wishes.

Q. Is there any provision made for the destroyers that the Coast Guard took over?

THE PRESIDENT. In the category of definitions, there is a provision covering that
type of ship, that have been put to what you might call civilian ships — certain provisions
to assure they are noncombatant ships. And that is all | have.

Q. Mr. President, when would the last of the 18 cruisers be laid down?



THE PRESIDENT. 1933, 1934, and 1935.

Q. Mr. President, will you have any more preliminary conferences before the
delegates arrive back in Washington?

THE PRESIDENT. I don't think so. We can handle the situation very well. There has
been no decision as to when it will be sent to the Senate until the delegation returns.

Q. Mr. President, about those scrapped battleships — you said one of those battleships
will be transferred into a transport or training ship?

THE PRESIDENT. Training ship. I don't want to be too positive. There is some
discussion about it. It is not settled, but it is for purely training purposes. They are
demilitarized ships. The Japanese have asked to have one of their ships set aside for
training purposes. There is no objection to that.

Q. Mr. President, is this all background information?

THE PRESIDENT. Yes.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and fourth news conference was held in the White House
at 4 p.m. on Friday, April 18, 1930.
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Message to the Annual Conventions of the American

Newspaper Publishers and the Associated Press
April 18, 1930

[Released April 18, 1930. Dated April 4, 1930]

My dear Mr. Robb:

I hope most cordially that the annual conventions of the Associated Press and the
American Newspaper Publishers Association will be sources of deep satisfaction to those
who attend them. The splendid cooperation of the press in the measures taken to stabilize
the economic situation of the country has been of the highest value, and they can most
usefully forward this work by continuing to express the justified optimism of American
business, industry and agriculture over the outlook for steadily increasing employment
and prosperity.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. Arthur R. Robb, Managing Editor, Editor and Publisher, 1473 Broadway, New York City]
NOTE: The message was printed in the Editor and Publisher. The conventions of the American

Newspaper Publishers and Associated Press were held in New York City during the week of April
20-24, 1930.
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Remarks to the American Society of Newspaper Editors
April 19, 1930

THE AMERICAN PRESS peculiarly is the interpreter of that delicate force — public
opinion. It has great responsibility in domestic questions but it bears a double
responsibility when it comes to foreign affairs because in foreign affairs we have no
politics, we have no party divisions, and a unity of national action is essential for national
accomplishment.

The press, during the past 4 months, has been of great assistance in the solution of
problems at the London Conference. In these times the people, especially in the United
States, become indirectly, through expression of their views, a part of any great national
settlement. For them to be truly guided as to the facts as they develop in such
negotiations is of first importance and that the true public reaction thereto shall be
interpreted is also a vital responsibility of the press.

Important international negotiations have passed out of the hands of single
representatives. The whole Nation must indirectly participate in such conclusions if they
are to be binding upon the Nation. In the negotiations we have just seen brought to happy
conclusion, we have had, | believe, more unanimous support than ever before in such
negotiations.

I shall not on this occasion attempt to answer Mr. Steed's' moving request that the
United States should ally itself with other powers in enforcing the Kellogg Pact as against
those who refuse to participate in pacific settlements. It may be worth mentioning that the
general advance commitment to such a policy is practically the establishment of a status
quo in the world.

Nor shall I attempt to rehabilitate in Mr. Geraud's > mind the stature of European
statesmen who, he assures me, have yielded with such pusillanimity to every American
request during the past 10 years. | do not believe he is entirely fair to the statesmen of
Europe who have guided its destinies since the great struggle and brought civilization
back to recovery from what at one time appeared almost its destruction. In any event |
might mention that in recent times | have not observed the acquiescence with our
suggestions which he has implied.

And as to Mr. Ogden's”a suggestion that the governments dominate the press, | leave
it to your own consciences as to whether your policies are dictated from Washington or
not.

One of the difficulties of the press, | regret to say, is that our American readers
require journalism framed in the terms of combat and attack. It requires long accounts of
supposed intrigue, conflict, and violence of personal ambitions. By this nature of
accounting the people seldom grasp the fact that our foreign relations are the result of
high national aspirations, that the effort of men in responsibility is to maintain higher
national understanding and consideration of the rights of other nations in the development
of measures of peace. There is above all the daily routine of international relations, a
higher and more dominating force. These are the intangibles and even the imponderables
of human relations. | may perhaps illustrate.

The United States made a more rapid recovery from the Great War than any other
nation in the world. For long years before the war the advance of education, scientific
research and invention, and the growing efficiency amongst our people had brought us to
the threshold of a great period of expansion of national production and national wealth.

As a result, during this period since the war, the United States has become
economically the most powerful in the world. Its citizens spread their trade and finance
into every corner of the Earth. During the war the American people demonstrated their
ability in the art of war, and with our population and strength we have carried conviction
to the entire Earth that we had possibilities of warlike action of a dominating character
never hitherto evidenced in the whole of history. During this same period there was a
very definite reaction from cooperation in the international field which is interpreted
abroad as selfishness and lack of high ideals of the American people. Incidentally, in this



period there were very considerable appropriations and authorizations for increases in our
naval powers.

From all these superficial evidences the world at large had come to the conclusion
that a new born imperialism had come out of the West. Whether it took the form of
financial imperialism or actual territorial ambitions, that the whole of the world was
threatened, out of which it developed dislike, some hate, and a great deal of ill will.

The American Government undertook definite measures for the rehabilitation of
confidence, esteem, and true purpose of the American people. The first of these was the
Kellogg Pact by which we pledged ourselves never to use war as an instrument of
national policy. The second of the great acts was an offer to the world to limit our naval
strength to any proportionate figures the other nations of the world would agree to.

We have desired to impress upon the world the fact that the American people are
looking inland and not overseas in their ambitions. We had great social, economic, and
political systems different from those of all the world, which we were convinced we
could develop in the interest of human welfare beyond that ever hitherto comprehended
and that it implied (employed) the whole of our activities in expansion of our trade and
finance abroad, was a mere incident and not the purpose of world domination.

The building of this better recognition of the setting of the United States is a slow
and difficult process. It is not to be done by words but must be accomplished by a mosaic
of actions which carry conviction. | am proud to say that I believe we have arrived at
SuCCess.

The United States today stands with less ill will and higher esteem in the world for
its real purposes than at any time in the last decade. And it has not been accomplished by
preachments but by action. I have little faith in long addresses devoted to fine
phraseology illustrating our moral strength and purpose of leadership and explanation of
our self-righteousness, and | — likewise the world has a right to resent them just as we
resent that same noise and clatter from other nations. What we have tried to do was to
carry conviction in resolve to adhere to the World Court as to one of the pieces in this
mosaic, as a demonstration of our willingness to cooperate with the rest of the world in
erecting the machinery of pacific settlement.

These things perhaps lie in the field of intangibles, but in the field of the creation of
understanding lies the path of peace. In the reaction which came to the American people
against participation in national measures our European colleagues, especially . . .* failed
to recognize one fundamental. During the past 10 years headlines of our press, morning
and night, in every European dispatch have conveyed news to the American people of
national ambition, of perfidy, combat and contest, all served up in the delectable fashion
of sensationalism. | never believed that international relations in Europe revolved upon
these pivots. | have known the aspirations, the hopes, and the sincerity of European
peoples in their statesmen.

Nevertheless, if European journalists want to know why the American people have
failed to respond to what they may consider our national duty, they only have to read
their own dispatches and accounts of their own doings. The American people are devoted
to peace. The development of our political system can only be accomplished in peace.
We want peace not alone in the United States but in the rest of the world. Conviction of
that argument requires no higher appeal than sheer materialism, but there is a higher
appeal to the American people. We want peace as a moral and spiritual force in the
world. We realize that preparedness for peace is as difficult as preparedness for defense.
The American people are prepared to cooperate in the maintenance of peace. We do
dislike advance commitments to theoretical . . .°the ultimate purpose of which may lead
to political action which is not at present anticipated.

I wish to assure our European guests that they will find no want of response to
appeals for peace in the American mind. The United States intends, and will serve in the
maintenance of peace, but just as it is the right of all governments to determine the
method by which they give their service, so that determination will rest with the
American people.



NOTE: The President spoke informally from notes at a banquet which concluded the annual
convention of the American Society of Newspaper Editors held in Washington, D.C. The text, as
printed above, is a summary of his remarks.

* H. Wickham Steed, former editor of the London Times.
2 Andre Geraud of the Echo de Paris.
® Rollo Ogden of the New York Times.

* The President made direct reference to a country. Evidently, for reasons current at that moment, the name was
deleted.

® The blank space appears in the transcript.
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Message to Haile Selassie I on His Accession

to the Imperial Throne of Ethiopia
April 19, 1930

[Released April 19, 1930. Dated April 18, 1930]

I HAVE received Your Majesty's telegram informing me of your accession to the
imperial throne of Ethiopia and | assure you of the satisfaction with which | receive this
announcement.

HERBERT HOOVER

[His Majesty Haile Selassie the First, King of Kings of Ethiopia, Addis Ababa]
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Veto of a Coinage Bill Commemorating the Gadsden Purchase
April 21, 1930

To the House of Representatives:

Herewith is returned, without approval, H.R. 2029, "An Act to Authorize the
Coinage of Silver Fifty Cent Pieces in Commemoration of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary
of the Gadsden Purchase".

This bill provides that in commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
acquisition by the United States of the territory known as the Gadsden Purchase, there
shall be coined in the mints of the United States fifty cent pieces to the number of ten
thousand, to be of a design fixed by the Director of the Mint and approved by the
Secretary of the Treasury. The coins are to be legal tender and are to be issued only upon
the request of the Gadsden Purchase Coin Committee, in such numbers and at such times
as they shall request.

The matter is not perhaps one of large importance in itself, were it not for the fact of
the great number of other similar proposals by the aggregate of which the principles of
sound coinage are being jeopardized. Moreover, the multiplicity of these demands have
largely destroyed their interest and value for the purposes intended.

During the past ten years fifteen such special coins have been issued, an average of
one each eight months an aggregate of over 13,000,000 such coins having been
authorized. There are now pending before Congress five other bills for such coinage, and
before the Treasury Department several other requests for support to proposals of the
same character.

The monetary system of the country is created and exists for certain well-defined and
essential purposes. Sound practice demands that it should not be diverted to other uses, if
we are best to serve the needs of trade and commerce, satisfy the convenience of the
people and protect the integrity of our coins. Experience has demonstrated that the
necessities and convenience of the people can best be served and the integrity of our
coins can only be protected from counterfeiting by limiting the number of designs with
which in the course of time the public can become thoroughly familiar. Indeed, the
Congress itself has recognized the soundness of this principle by providing that "No
change in the design or die of any coin shall be made oftener than once in twenty five
years from and including the year of the first adoption of the design, model, die, or hub
from the same coin".

The growing practice of issuing commemorative coins, incidentally to be sold at a
profit and provide funds for projects or celebrations, appears to me to run counter to this
principle and by their multiplicity to have become a misuse of our coinage system. These
coins do not serve for circulating medium which is the real function of coins. They
introduce an element of confusion and lack of uniformity. The danger of counterfeit coins
being successfully passed is unquestionably increased by a multiplicity of designs, with
which the public cannot become thoroughly familiar. Furthermore, the very premiums at
which these coins are sold stimulate counterfeiting of them.

There are a great many historical events which it is not only highly proper but
desirable to commemorate in a suitable way, but the longer use of our coins for this
purpose is unsuitable and unwise. This would seem to be clear from the very number of
events to be commemorated, and past experience indicates how difficult it is to draw the
line and how such a practice, once it is recognized, tends constantly to grow. If this bill is
to become law, it is not apparent on what grounds similar measures, no matter how
numerous, may be rejected. Yet their enactment in such numbers must bring further
confusion to our monetary system. The Government would be glad to assist such
celebrations in the creation of appropriate medals which do not have coinage functions.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,



April 21, 1930.

NOTE: The House of Representatives sustained the President's veto on April 22, 1930.



122
Message to the Annual Dinner of the

Society of the Genesee Honoring Frank E. Gannett
April 21, 1930

[Released April 21, 1930. Dated March 27, 1930]

My dear Mr. Wiley:

I am happy to extend cordial greetings to the Society of the Genesee on the occasion
of its thirty-first annual dinner and to send my best wishes to your guest of honor Mr.
Frank E. Gannett.

The publication of accurate, unbiased, worthwhile news is a public service; for our
people rely for information of affairs upon the newspapers. Mr. Gannett has shown a high
sense of public responsibility in the management of his newspapers. | congratulate him
upon his many achievements and wish your Society many more such pleasant gatherings.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Louis Wiley, The New York Times, New York City]

NOTE: The Genesee Society, a service organization, was founded by Louis Wiley in 1898.
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Message to the Annual Convention of the Associated Press
April 21, 1930

I WOULD appreciate it greatly if you would extend my greetings to the annual meeting
of the Associated Press. It is a great institution which daily renders intellectual service to
the American people with that fine impartiality and reliability that have given it high
distinction.

It is a marvelous advancement of science that enables you to listen to an address
from London by Secretary Stimson. The work of Secretary Stimson and his colleagues at
the conference has been carefully and fully transmitted over the wires of the Associated
Press day by day for the past four months and thereby the American people have gained
an appreciation of the problems which the conference has undertaken to solve and the
difficulties they have met and the success that has resulted. Their achievement marks
another great step in the maintenance of peace. Only the utmost courage and tenacity of
the eminent men comprising all the delegations at London could have brought to so
difficult a problem a solution fruitful of so many blessings. The Associated Press and
other press representatives have contributed materially, for such negotiation in those
times is not alone the work of the delegations. It must be responsive to national instinct
and national aspiration. Peace is fundamentally a state of mind and a resolve of will of
the whole people. Therefore the fidelity of the press representatives in reporting the
course of the conference has played a large part in its success by giving all of our people
an instant and comprehensive knowledge of the facts, and thus enabling the nation itself
to share in these negotiations.

I wish to compliment the A.P. on the service it has rendered.

HERBERT HOOVER
[Frank B. Noyes, President, Associated Press, Ritz Carlton Hotel, New York City]

NOTE: The message was read at the annual convention in New York City.
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Message to the Annual Convention of the United Press Association
April 21, 1930

PLEASE present my greetings to the members of the United Press gathered in annual
convention and convey to them my appreciation of the valuable service which they
hourly perform in distribution of public information. I should like to emphasize the great
contribution your service has given for the advancement of good will in our relations with
our sister republics to the south. By the enlargement of your news services you have
contributed to better understanding not by preachments but by the daily illustration of the
wholesome side of our national life. You have stimulated commercial relations with more
ample commercial service. It is, therefore, most appropriate that your guest of honor
should be His Excellency the President-elect of Colombia who so ably represented his
country in Washington, and | would be pleased if you would convey my compliments to
him.

HERBERT HOOVER
[Karl Bickel, President, United Press Association, World Building, New York City]

NOTE: Mr. Bickel read the message at a dinner honoring President-elect Enrique Olaya of
Colombia. The convention of the United Press Association was held in New York City.
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Letter to the Chairman of the Senate

Appropriations Committee About Budget Deficits
April 22, 1930

[Released April 22, 1930. Dated April 18, 1930]

My dear Mr. Senator:

I thought you would like to know that a re-examination of our fiscal situation for the
next year by the Director of the Budget shows that upon the indicated income of the
Government and the expenditures to which the Government is already committed through
budget proposals and legislation which has been completed, we are faced with a deficit of
some twenty or thirty millions of dollars. This, of course, is not as yet a very material
sum, but it is obvious that any further large amounts of expenditure will jeopardize the
primary duty of the Government, that is, to hold expenditures within our income.

Something over one hundred and twenty-five acts have been passed by either the
Senate or the House or favorably reported by different committees, which would
authorize an additional expenditure of three hundred or three hundred fifty million dollars
next year. A good many of these proposals are, of course, for comparatively small sums,
and some of them are necessary for the functioning of the Government, but | know you
will agree with me that there is cause for real alarm in the situation as we can not
contemplate any such deficit.

I am writing a similar note to Representative Wood.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The President's letter was addressed to Senator Wesley L. Jones, Chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Committee. A similar letter was sent to Representative William R. Wood,
Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee.
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The President's News Conference of
April 22, 1930

LONDON NAVAL TREATY

THE PRESIDENT. After consultation with the various leaders we have determined to
send up the Naval Arms Treaty immediately upon its receipt here in Washington. The
treaty will be brought over by the delegation.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR

My other piece of news is the appointment of Mr. Frederick Huff Payne of
Massachusetts as Assistant Secretary of War. We will give you a little biography outside
to help you out.

Otherwise than that | have nothing.

NOTE President Hoover's one hundred and fifth news conference was held in the White
House at 12 noon on Tuesday, April 22, 1930.
On the same day, the White House issued biographical data on Mr. Payne.
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White House Statement About Public Building Projects
April 22, 1930

THERE IS being transmitted to Congress today the first list of public building projects
under the enlarged program authorized by the act of March 31, 1930, which extended
general authorization for new building construction from $338 million to $568 million, to
be spread over about 10 years. These expenditures have been rendered necessary to
finally overcome the long delays in provision of quarters for Federal activities during
recovery from the war, and are imperative for the more economical carrying on of the
Federal agencies.

The sums required for the next fiscal year's expenditure have been included in our
estimates of receipts and expenditures which were transmitted by letter to the chairmen of
the Senate Finance Committee and the House Appropriations Committee.

About 200 cities and towns are represented in the program. Concerted effort will be made
to place contracts for the building contemplated for this year as rapidly as possible. Land
is now owned in more than 50 places named and directly the approval of Congress is
given for specific location of these buildings, steps will be taken toward acquiring sites in
other designated places.

Since the passage of the Public Buildings Act of May 25, 1926, Congress has
specifically authorized and appropriated for 327 projects. Of this number 117 buildings
are either under contract or have been completed. Drawings are now being prepared for
88 buildings, which are expected to be placed under contract during this calendar year.
Submission at this time of these additional projects for specific authorization and
appropriation will afford employment for many thousands of men engaged in the building
trades and allied industries.
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Letter to the Speaker of the House Transmitting Supplemental

Estimates of Appropriations for Public Building Projects
April 22, 1930

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress supplemental
estimates of appropriations for the Treasury Department for the fiscal year 1931, for
public building projects authorized by the Act of May 25, 1926, as amended by the Acts
of February 24, 1928, and March 31, 1930; for the acquisition of certain properties within
the District of Columbia to be used as sites for public buildings, as authorized by the Act
approved January 13, 1928, and amended by the Act of March 31, 1930; and for expenses
incident to carrying out the public building program, $28,693,540.

The details of these estimates, the necessity therefore, and the reason for their
submission at this time are set forth in the letter of the Director of the Bureau of the
Budget transmitted herewith, with whose comments and observations thereon | concur.

Respectfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[The Speaker of the House of Representatives]

NOTE: The President's letter and accompanying papers are printed as House Document 358
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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Remarks on the Unveiling of the Statue of the Pioneer Woman
April 22,1930

Mr. Chairman and fellow citizens gathered at Ponca City:

It is a pleasure both to address a great audience gathered to do honor to the pioneer
women and to support my friend, the Secretary of War, who, to your and my misfortune,
cannot yet leave his room from recent illness, from which happily he is on the road to
recovery.

There are few men of the West of my generation who did not know the pioneer
woman in his own mother, and who does not rejoice to know that her part in building that
great civilization is to have such beautiful recognition. It was those women who carried
the refinement, the moral character, and spiritual force into the West. Not only they bore
great burdens of daily toil and the rearing of families, but they were intent that their
children should have a chance, that the doors of opportunity should be open to them. It
was their insistence which made the schools and the churches.

But it is my duty to introduce a product of the pioneer woman of Oklahoma who has
risen high in the councils of the Nation — and high in the esteem of the whole country —
the Secretary of War, Patrick J. Hurley.

NOTE: The President spoke from his office in the White House via radio to the unveiling
ceremonies at Ponca City, Okla. Following the President's introduction, Secretary of War Patrick J.
Hurley spoke from a study in his home in Washington, D.C.

The statue of the Pioneer Woman, conceived and executed by Bryant Baker, was erected by E.
W. Marland to commemorate the fortitude and courage of the frontier woman.
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Statement on Street and Highway Traffic Safety
April 23, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"We are confronted with a great and increasingly serious problem in our street and
highway traffic. The accident rate has mounted steadily despite the measures adopted as
the result of previous conferences. Without those efforts the situation would be worse but
the steadily increasing congestion of traffic has outrun all measures of safety.

"This is entirely a matter within the responsibility of State and local authorities. The
Federal Government has lent its facilities and assistance by calling the National
Conferences on Street and Highway Safety with view to securing a spread of information
and coordination in activities.

"The Governors of all the States and mayors of the principal cities and towns have
accepted my invitation to send official delegations to a third National Conference' to be
held in Washington, May 27, 28, and 29th. There will also be representation of national
associations and groups specially interested in traffic matters.

"It is an encouraging fact that the representatives of the national associations of
motor manufacturers, motor car users, businessmen, safety associations, and others
concerned with various phases of motor traffic have pledged their efforts in support of the
Conference and in aiding the State and local authorities in dealing with these problems
which are of such far-reaching humanitarian and economic importance."

NOTE: The White House released the statement following the President's meeting with the heads
of a number of national associations concerned with the street and highway traffic safety problem.
The discussion centered on the role these organizations could take in the Third National Conference
on Street and Highway Safety.

On the same day, the White House released the following list of those attending the meeting
with the President:

ROBERT P. LAMONT, Secretary of Commerce and Chairman of the Conference on
Street and Highway Safety

WILLIAM BUTTERWORTH, president, Chamber of Commerce of the United
States

ALVAN MACAULEY, president, National Automobile Chamber of Commerce

THOMAS P. HENRY, president, American Automobile Association

R. H. AISHTON, president, American Railway Association

JAMES P. BARNES, American Electric Railway Association

W. W. CLOUD, president, National Association of Taxicab Owners

C. E. PETTIBONE, president, National Safety Council

J. M. EATON, American Mutual Alliance

A. W. WHITNEY, National Bureau of Casualty and Surety Underwriters

A. V. HALL, Motor and Equipment Association

Members of the Conference Executive Committee
WILLIAM E. METZGER
CHARLES GORDON
JULIUS H. PARMELEE
A. B. BARBERJOHN C. LONG
A. W. KOCHLER

!As Secretary of Commerce, Mr. Hoover helped organize and chaired the first two conferences which met in
1924 and 1926.
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Message Congratulating Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Markham

on Their 78th Birthday
April 23, 1930

I AM GLAD to learn that you and Mrs. Markham are celebrating your seventy-eighth
birthday together today, and | hope that through many more years you may enjoy the
happiness which you have so freely given to others.

HERBERT HOOVER
[Mr. Edwin Markham, 92 Waters Avenue, Staten Island, New York]
NOTE: The message was sent in conjunction with the celebration of Markham Day by the poet's

neighbors on Staten Island.
Edwin Markham was a poet, best known for his "Man With the Hoe."
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The President's News Conference of
April 25, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. I haven't anything for publication at the moment.
RIVERS AND HARBORS BILL

I have a question about the rivers and harbors bill that | would like to speak to you
about — for your own information, though. There has been no river and harbor bill for 3
or 4 years. There are a number of very important projects that need to be taken care of. A
considerable portion of the bill relates to urgent matters of importance, and in all rivers
and harbors bills things fall into about three groups: First are the very urgent and
necessary things; second are things that are necessary but are not so urgent; and the third
are groups of projects that unquestionably will come into necessity in time. The effort
usually made in river and harbor legislation is to keep the third group — the long distance
ones — out, but there are some of those in this bill. One of them is the Erie Canal.

There will be a great deal of opposition in the Senate to taking over the Erie Canal,
for many reasons. There is some objection to it from New York State. Many of the
Senators from the Midwest think that it is likely to be used for opposition to the
development of the St. Lawrence waterway, et cetera. But there is this general phase of
the whole question. We have placed in the budget a certain estimate for expenditures on
rivers and harbors next year — I think it is either 55 or 60 millions, | have forgotten which
— and we would not propose in the next fiscal year to increase those appropriations, no
matter what bills may be passed by Congress. It might be necessary to slacken down on
some current work at some point in order to take up some of the more urgent projects, but
in any event passage of the river and harbor bill will not increase the expenditure during
the next fiscal year. The committee, in fact, is in entire agreement that there should be no
increase in appropriations; that, these amounts already authorized, they do not amount to
a compulsion as to construction.

I am not prepared to say what proportion of the 110 millions will be applied in this
bill to the first group, although I am having an investigation made on the subject.

In any event, the rivers and harbors bill, as | have said, amounts to an authorization
for projects of variable urgency, and in the present method of handling those projects
there is very seldom anything in them of futile character, because no project can go in the
bills unless they have been recommended by the Army Engineers. So that all the projects
included will be projects which have been favorably reported upon by the Engineers as
being an ultimately necessary public improvement. So that this bill cannot be regarded as
a "pork" bill of the type that we used to have 20 or 30 years ago before the Engineers
were interposed in the determination of projects.

You will notice, as | have said, on the other hand there are items in which there is no
great urgency, and how long they can be deferred | haven't any idea at the present time.

The main point | wish to make is that it does not mean any increase in appropriations
or expenditures in the next fiscal year.

Q. That is in the fiscal year 1931, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT. 1931; and it is agreed by the committee that there will be no
appropriations urged by the committee for the next fiscal year in respect to any of the
projects, although we may — by slowing down some other projects — we may be able to
take on some of the urgent questions.

That is all.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and sixth news conference was held in the White House at
4 p.m. on Friday, April 25, 1930.
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Address to the Gridiron Club
April 26, 1930

Gentlemen of the Gridiron Club and its guests:

When the invitation was extended to me by the committee of the Gridiron Club, one
of its members stated that the club intended to make a strong effort to shorten and
sharpen its program. There was then silence. Feeling that something was required to
restore the conversation and not being entirely insensible to such subtle approach, |
responded with an assurance that | would do my part in taciturnity. Of course, my share
of taciturnity is one of those unequal divisions of time somewhat comparable with that
sausage made of half horse and half rabbit by mixing one rabbit and one horse.

It does not require a woman's intuition to know what subjects will be examined on
these occasions. The microscopes of hyperbole, satire, ridicule — and occasionally some
real humor are bound to be applied to current subjects in government. Through these
lenses the minor flaws of public events will be enormously amplified and the small
segments of great problems will be lifted out of all proportion to their relative
importance. One's taste for Roquefort cheese can be permanently destroyed by a
microscope. And a cheese mite amplified a few thousand times is one of the most
sensational and terrifying beasts exhibited to man. And so it is with the amplifications
tonight. You have seen a chamber of horrors through these amplifying and distorting
lenses — Prohibition, tariff, unemployment, Congress, and what not.

And | do not on this occasion propose to endeavor either to soothe your terrors or to
lead you back to a world of proportions and realities from this playhouse of fantasy and
imagination. Universally the emotions and horrors of the night have a way of dissipating
with the sunrise. In a larger sense many of the somber problems of public life have a way
of curing themselves under the glorious initiative of our people in far better fashion than
either the Government or the Gridiron Club solves them.

Years ago the railways were so tainted with sin that they became national campaign
cries throughout the land. To be against the railways was the final test of morals in
political life. The scientist, however, brought onto our highways the gas engine, the
automobile, the truck, and onto our waterways the diesel tug, and as a result the
Government regulation of the railways as a means for holding down rates has been turned
into a device for holding them up so the railways can live. They have become tainted
with poverty and, therefore, with respectability.

It is scarcely 5 years since the anthracite coal industry was, in the view of many
people, so infected with the sin of monopoly that it demanded instant Federal action. In
the meantime the scientists have found so many substitutes for anthracite that the industry
is now struggling for existence. Today, it is possible to burn anthracite in one's grate
without any feeling of participation in wickedness.

Today the primary evil is electrical power. We must all agree that especially the
electrical current developed from water has become mortally sinful. That sort of
electricity is supposed to come like manna from heaven and consequently can be
produced and distributed free. And yet the busy scientist and engineer have steadily
discovered methods by which power can be made more cheaply from fuel than by water.
They have gotten so far on this line that today probably 80 percent of the waterpower in
the country has no possible economic value at all and has been permanently returned to
the lovers of scenery.

But do not derive from this that | am opposed to Federal regulation of interstate
monopolies. | am strongly of the belief that during the period when the scientist must
labor in his laboratory inventing relief the Government must have restraint against
excessive sin. | am merely saying that science and initiative of our people cure many
national headaches.

For instance, not long ago it was demanded that the miseries of unemployment from
speculative crashes should be cured by Government doles or unemployment insurance,
yet today we see them being cured before our eyes by voluntary cooperation of industry



with the Government in maintaining wages against reduction, and the intensification of
construction work. Thereby, we have inaugurated one of the greatest economic
experiments in history on a basis of nationwide cooperation, not of charity.

You have, through the talent of John Philip Sousa, produced one of those beautiful
incidents which revive recollections of long ago and a stirring of the heart in deeds of
great valor.

Mr. Sousa, in the dedication of his new march, has recalled an incident of 1900 when
the American marines participated in the relief of Tientsin, China. | and my family were
among the besieged. Here for weeks some 900 sailors and soldiers of 11 nationalities,
assisted by some 300 civilians — one-quarter American — had fought desperately behind
barricades and in trenches against the onslaught of hordes of literally tens of thousands of
fanatical Chinese equipped with modern arms, in a desperate attempt to protect their
women and children against a fate too awful to contemplate. There were no pacifists in
that settlement.

Under continuous artillery bombardment and a rain of rifle fire night and day for
weeks, the defenders had been brought to the point of exhaustion. Cut off from
communication with the world, our lookouts hourly scanned the horizon of the flat plains
about us in hope that we were not forgotten and that relief would come. The epic of
Lucknow contains no greater drama than did Tientsin and Peking.

One morning firing on the settlement suddenly ceased and was quickly replaced by
vast cannonading from beyond the horizon to the west. We rose from profound
depression and discouragement to high elation in the knowledge that some foreign army
had drawn the enemy from us. In a few hours a long skirmish line marked by the dust and
smoke gradually concentrated into a column marching toward the settlement. As it neared
the town it emerged as American marines and Welsh fusiliers. The might of America
10,000 miles away had reached out for the lives of its nationals. As the column came into
hearing distance, their fragmentary band called us to rescue and safety to the precious
strains of "There'll be a Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight."

In connection with our foreign relations, on a recent occasion where, as President of
the United States, | was a guest, two eminent foreign journalists spoke upon the
delinquencies of our foreign policies and the shortcomings of some of our American
statesmen.

I wish to take this occasion to express the hope that American journalists who may
happen to speak upon occasions where chief executives of foreign countries are guests
will neither attack the policies of those nations nor make .reflections upon eminent men
of those countries. It is well to remember that the office of chief executive is in part a
symbol of the nation and that leaders in a nation may differ in their own house but they
have instant solidarity in the presence of foreign attack.

That occasion, however, gave rise in my mind to a thought which, it seems to me, is
worthy of elaboration, that is, the higher purpose of our immediate foreign policies.
During the Great War the United States demonstrated not only our colossal reserve of
military strength, but also an ability quickly to organize it and the valor to use it.

The disturbed condition of the world has made it necessary to increase our military
strength beyond the peace basis which we maintained before the war, both in naval and
land arms.

We made a more rapid recovery from the vast losses of the Great War than any other
nation in the world. For long years before the war the advance of education, science,
research, invention, and efficiency amongst our people had brought us to the threshold of
a period of expansion in national productivity and national wealth. As a result our
citizens have spread their trade and finance into every corner of the Earth. Furthermore, a
certain natural pride in national accomplishment has been interpreted as national
arrogance.

As a result of these forces, a large part of the world had come to believe that they
were in the presence of the birth of a new imperial power intent upon dominating the
destinies and freedom of other peoples. Such a conclusion would be the logical deduction



from 2,000 years of European history, where exploitation of other people has been the
invariable outcome of ability to do so. But it was an utter misconception of America.

We know there is neither financial, territorial, nor military imperialism in the
American heart. We know that such ideas are anathema to the American mind, and no
man could be elected a county commissioner on such a platform. We know, in fact, that
we have opened the door of a new social and economic system by which within our own
borders we shall create our own conquest of poverty without seeking to exploit other
nations.

But, rightly or wrongly, there sprung from the spread of these ideas abroad the most
dangerous of all international currents — fear. There began to pervade the world a
jealousy, a suspicion, and an ill will toward the United States such as never before existed
in peace history. Therefore, it became the first duty of the American officials responsible
for the foreign policies of the Government to realign this sentiment and this public
opinion in the world back to the true actualities of American aspirations. Such a course
was essential not only to the promotion of general peace but to the prevention of those
thousand frictions which lead to national embarrassment and to restriction of national
expansion, even though they do not extend to the dangerous ground of war.

We were faced with the great intangible of human relations — that is, human fear and
human emotion. The undertaking to revise world misunderstanding could not be rounded
upon words or preachments, it must be rounded upon action. It must comprise itself of
the building of a mosaic of deeds which creates a vivid picture of the United States in its
true setting to people abroad.

If you will review the recent incidents in our foreign relations, | hope you will realize
that a series of actions has been part of a pattern consciously and progressively directed
to this high end.

I need only list a few of the already familiar actions to have you realize how they
arrange themselves as such a picture. The signing of the Kellogg Pact, the Conference on
naval arms, by both of which we disprove military ambitions; my journey to South
America, our avoidance of military intervention in Latin American countries; our
redeclaration against use of pressures to collect business debts in foreign countries; our
immediate and friendly assistance to the Mexican Government in quelling military revolt;
the settlement of Tacna-Arica; the establishment of air transportation and more effective
merchant marine connection with Latin America; the entertainment as national guests of
the Prime Minister of Great Britain and the President-elect of Mexico; our willingness to
settle controversies by pacific means including the proposal to join the World Court; the
enlistment of our great institutions to undertake systematic intellectual exchanges; the
official representation of the United States at a hundred world conferences upon scientific
and welfare advancement — these acts have all been designed to impress the fact that the
United States is aiming for progress by the creation of good will and human advancement
and not by exploitation.

Through all this we have, | believe, created a new atmosphere of confidence in our
willingness to properly cooperate in solution of world problems. At the same time we
have not hesitated to emphasize the fact that the United States will not involve itself in
any political agreement which commits it to the use of coercion upon other nations. In
our position of transcendent power the very association in military and other coercive
measures would dim the picture of our pacific intentions. We have emphasized the
American position of independence clear and clean. The United States, devoted to peace,
will make its own political policies.

The building of this better recognition of the true aspirations of the American people
is a slow and difficult task. | repeat it is not to be done by words and preachments. It
must, as | have said, be accomplished by creating a deliberate mosaic of constant action
which carries conviction. | am proud to say that we have already arrived at a great
measure of success. The United States stands in higher esteem and less ill will in the
world than at any time in the last decade.



These are actions, policies, and purposes high above the detail of daily foreign
relations. Yet they are the foundation of real peace and progress in the world, security
and progress at home.

NOTE: The President spoke at a dinner meeting held in the Willard Hotel.

The Gridiron Club, an organization of Washington newsmen, met semiannually for a dinner
and satirical review of current political events.

Remarks at the dinners were off-the-record, but Mr. Hoover's remarks, as printed above, were

later made public.
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Message to the National Boys' Week Committee
April 26, 1930

[Released April 26, 1930. Dated April 23, 1930]

My dear Mr. Head:

I wish you every success in your program for National Boys' Week. With their
sisters, the boys hold in their hands the most precious hopes of the future of our country.
Their health, their education and their high ideals will determine the quality of American
civilization a generation hence. Theirs is a noble heritage and | have every faith that they
will add to its priceless worth.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. Walter W. Head, Chairman, National Boys' Week Committee, Room 820, 211 West
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois]

NOTE: The message was made public in conjunction with the beginning of National Boys' Week
sponsored by the Rotary International.
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Special Message to the Congress Urging Enactment

of Recommendations for Criminal Law Enforcement
April 28, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

In my messages of June 6th and December 3rd, 1929, | placed before Congress the
urgency of certain improvements necessary to effective criminal law enforcement.
Substantial progress has been made upon some of the measures proposed, yet we are
nearing the end of the present session, and | cannot too strongly urge the necessity of
action upon all these recommendations before adjournment.

The most important recommendations made by me were five in number:

1. There should be a transfer of the functions of detection and prosecution of
prohibition cases from the Treasury Department to the Department of Justice, and thus an
ending of divided responsibility and effort. An Act providing for this transfer was passed
by the House of Representatives and has now been reported to the Senate by its Judiciary
Committee.

2. There must be relief afforded from congestion in the courts. While this congestion
is evidenced by the dockets in many courts, its full implications are not shown by them.
The so-called Bargain Days, when light fines are imposed as the result of pleas of guilty,
clear the docket but the result distinctly undermines respect for law. No conclusion
appears to have been reached as to the method of accomplishing this either by the
Judiciary Committee of the Senate or by the Judiciary Committee of the House of
Representatives.

3. There must be extension of federal prisons with more adequate parole system and
other modern treatment of prisoners. We have already 11,985 prisoners in federal
establishments built for 6,946. The number of federal prisoners in federal and state
institutions increased 6,277 in the nine months from June 30, 1929, to April 1, 1930. The
Attorney General has stated that we cannot hope to enforce the laws unless we can have
some point of reception for convicted persons. The overcrowding of the prisons
themselves is inhumane and accentuates criminal tendencies. Bills providing for this
relief were passed by the House and are now, I understand, in course of being reported to
the Senate by the Judiciary Committee.

4. We are in need of vigorous reorganization of the Border Patrol in order to
consolidate various agencies so as effectually to prevent illegal entry of both aliens and
goods. Proposals to bring about such reorganization are before the Committees of
Congress.

5. The District of Columbia is without an adequate prohibition enforcement law. A
bill for that purpose has been introduced and hearings have been held before the Senate
District Committee. It should contain the safeguards recommended by the Attorney
General.

We have within the limits of existing legislation improved the personnel and greatly
increased the efficiency of the existing federal machinery in criminal law enforcement
during the past year. The above reforms are necessary, however, if | am to perform the
high duty which fails upon the Executive of enforcement of the federal laws.

While a considerable part of this condition arises from the laws relating to
intoxicating liquors, yet the laws relating to narcotics, automobile thefts, etc., which have
been enacted by the Congress during recent years, also contribute to create the present
conditions. This is well indicated by the fact that less than one third of federal prisoners
are due to prohibition.

Our obedience to law, our law enforcement and judicial organization, our judicial
procedure, our care and methods of handling prisoners, in relation to not only federal
government but also to the state and municipal governments, are far from the standards
that must be secured. These proposals, while they do not comprehend the whole which



remains to be done in the nation, are a step toward lifting the federal standards which
must have a general beneficial influence.
HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
April 28, 1930.
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Message to the Congress Recommending Payment

of a Claim Presented by the Polish Government
April 28, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a report from the Acting Secretary of State in regard to a claim
presented by the Polish Government for the reimbursement of certain expenditures
incurred by the community authorities of Rzeczyczany, Poland, to which place an insane
alien was erroneously deported. The conclusion reached by the Acting Secretary of State
has my approval and | recommend that the Congress authorize an appropriation of

$152.35 to be paid to the Polish Government.
HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
April 28, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as House Document 137
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
April 29, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. We have expedited the public works program or authorized program
by some 12 million over and above the annual expenditure. The amount appeared in the
last deficiency bill. Altogether the Government is meeting the situation one way or
another by increasing its program for construction by somewhere in the neighborhood of
100 to 125 million. But a considerable part of the — of these activities is through
expanding employment.

That is all | have.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and seventh news conference was held in the White House
at 12 noon on Tuesday, April 29, 1930.
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Message to the Congress Recommending payment

of a Claim Presented by a Chinese Citizen
April 30, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a report of the Acting Secretary of State requesting the
submission to the Congress of a claim against the Navy Department submitted through
the American consul at Nanking in behalf of Li Ying-ting, a citizen of China, for the
deaths of four members of the claimant's family resulting from a collision between the
claimant's junk and the United States naval vessel Hart on the Yangtze River on July 3,
1925.

I recommend that, as an act of grace and without reference to the question of the
legal liability of the United States, an appropriation of $1,500 United States currency be
authorized to effect settlement of this claim, in accordance with the recommendations of
the Acting Secretary of the Navy and the Acting Secretary of State.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
April 30, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as Senate Document 139
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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Message to the Congress Recommending Payment
of a Claim Presented by the Government of Denmark
April 30, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of State in relation to a claim
presented by the Government of Denmark for the payment of compensation to the owners
of the Danish motor ship Indien for damages sustained as a result of a collision with the
U.S. Coast Guard cutter Shawnee at San Francisco on April 5, 1925, and | recommend
that an appropriation be authorized to effect a settlement of this claim in accordance with
the recommendations of the Secretary of State.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
April 30, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as Senate Document 140
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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Letter to the Speaker of the House Transmitting

Proposed Legislation for Veterans' Bureau Appropriations
April 30, 1930

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress a draft of
proposed legislation to reappropriate $3,500,000 of the unexpended balance of the
appropriation "Military and naval insurance, Veterans' Bureau, 1930, and prior years,"
and $800,000 of the unexpended balance of the appropriation "Salaries and expenses,
Veterans' Bureau, 1930," and to make the sum of these amounts available for the
purposes of the appropriation "Military and naval compensation, Veterans' Bureau, 1930,
and prior years."

The details of this proposed legislation, the necessity therefore, and the reason for its
submission at this time are set forth in the letter of the Director of the Bureau of the
Budget, transmitted herewith, with whose comments and observations thereon | concur.

Respectfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
April 30, 1930.

[The Speaker of the House of Representatives]

NOTE: The letter and accompanying papers are printed as House Document 376
(71st Cong., 2d sess.)
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Exchange of Messages With President Arosemena on the Inauguration

of Radiotelegraphic Service Between Panama and the United States
May 1, 1930

I HAVE received with particular pleasure Your Excellency's telegram, sent as the first
message by the service being inaugurated today between the Republic of Panama and the
United States of America by the Tropical Radio Telegraph Company, whereby you
convey cordial greetings in the name of the Government and people of Panama to the
Government and people of the United States.

In requesting you, Mr. President, to receive from the Government and people of the
United States the assurances of their admiration and friendship for the people and
Government of Panama, | desire to express the hope that this further contribution to the
numerous ties so fortunately uniting our two countries may prove to be of mutual and
continued value and service.

HERBERT HOOVER
[His Excellency Florencio Harmodio Arosemena, President of Panama, Panama]

NOTE: President Arosemena's message follows:

The Tropical Radiotelegraph Company which, on this day, inaugurates the service between
Panama and the United States of America, has asked me to be the sender of the first message going
over its waves and it affords me extreme pleasure to address Your Excellency and transmit to you,
in the name of the Government and people of Panama, to the Government and people of the United
States, the most cordial greetings on this day when, thanks to the efforts of an American concern,
the peoples are brought closer together whose destinies are now commended to the patriotism of
Your Excellency and mine, and whose mental and physical rapprochement, ever becoming more
active and sincere, will be fruitful in actual benefits to both nations in particular and to Pan
Americanism in general.

Please accept my sincere wishes for Your Excellency's personal welfare.

PRESIDENT AROSEMENA

[President Hoover, Washington]
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Letter to the Speaker of the House Transmitting a Supplemental

Estimate of Appropriation for Enforcement of Prohibition and Other Laws
May 1, 1930

Sirs:

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress a
supplemental estimate of appropriation for the fiscal year 1931, in the sum of $250,000,
to continue during the fiscal year 1931 the inquiry into the problem of the enforcement of
the prohibition laws of the United States, together with the enforcement of other laws.

The details of this estimate, the necessity therefore, and the reasons for its
submission at this time are set forth in the letter of the Director of the Bureau of the
Budget transmitted herewith.

Respectfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
May 1, 1930.

[The Speaker of the House of Representatives]

NOTE: The letter and accompanying papers are printed as House Document 386
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Treaty

for the Limitation and Reduction of Naval Armament
May 1, 1930

To the Senate:

I transmit herewith a treaty for the limitation and reduction of naval armament,
signed at London on April 22, 1930, by the plenipotentiaries of the President of the
United States of America, the President of the French Republic, His Majesty the King of
Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions Beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, His
Majesty the King of Italy, and His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, to the ratification of
which | ask the advice and consent of the Senate.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
Washington, May 1, 1930.
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Address to the Chamber of Commerce of the United States
May 1, 1930

Gentlemen of the United States Chamber of Commerce:

We have been passing through one of those great economic storms which
periodically bring hardship and suffering upon our people. While the crash only took
place 6 months ago, | am convinced we have now passed the worst and with continued
unity of effort we shall rapidly recover. There is one certainty in the future of a people of
the resources, intelligence, and character of the people of the United States — that is
prosperity.

On the occasion of this great storm we have for the first time attempted a great
economic experiment, possibly one of the greatest of our history. By cooperation between
Government officials and the entire community, business, railways, public utilities,
agriculture, labor, the press, our financial institutions and public authorities, we have
undertaken to stabilize economic forces; to mitigate the effects of the crash and to shorten
its destructive period. I believe I can say with assurance that our joint undertaking has
succeeded to a remarkable degree, and that it furnishes a basis of great tribute to our
people for unity of action in time of national emergency. To those many business leaders
present here | know that | express the gratitude of our countrymen.

It is unfortunate, in a sense, that any useful discussion of the problems behind and
before us has to be expressed wholly in the cold language of economics, for I realize as
keenly as anyone can that individually they are not problems in science but are the most
human questions in the world. They involve the immediate fears of men and women for
their daily bread, the well-being of their children, the security of their homes. They are
intensely personal questions fraught with living significance to everything they hold dear.
The officers of a ship in heavy seas have as deep a consciousness of the human values
involved in the passengers and crew whose lives are in their keeping, but they can best
serve them by taking counsel of their charts, compass, and barometer, and by devotion to
navigation and the boilers. In like manner, the individual welfare can best be served by us
if we devote ourselves to the amelioration of destructive forces for thereby we serve
millions of our people.

All slumps are the inexorable consequences of the destructive forces of booms. If we
inquire into the primary cause of the great boom on the stock exchanges last year we find
it rests mainly upon certain forces inherent in human mind. When our Nation has traveled
on the high road to prosperity for a considerable term of years, the natural optimism of
our people brings into being a spirit of undue speculation against the future. These vast
contagions of speculative emotion have hitherto throughout all history proved themselves
uncontrollable by any device that the economist, the businessman, or the Government has
been able to suggest. The effect of them is to divert capital and energy from healthy
enterprise — the only real source of prosperity — to stimulate waste, extravagance, and
unsound enterprise, with the inevitable collapse in panic.

Out of the great crashes hitherto there has always come a long train of destructive
forces. A vast number of innocent people are directly involved in losses. Optimism
swings to deepest pessimism; fear of the future chokes initiative and enterprise; monetary
stringencies, security and commodity panics in our exchanges, bankruptcies and other
losses all contribute to stifle consumption, decrease production, and finally express
themselves in unemployment, decreased wages, strikes, lockouts, and a long period of
stagnation. Many have looked upon all this rise and fall as a disease which must run its
course and for which nothing could be done either in prevention, or to speed recovery, or
to relieve the hardship which wreaks itself especially upon workers, farmers, and smaller
business people. | do not accept the fatalistic view that the discovery of the means to
restrain destructive speculation is beyond the genius of the American people.

Our immediate problem, however, has been the necessity to mitigate the effect of the
recent crash, and to get back onto the road of prosperity as quickly as possible. This is the
first time an effort has been made by the united community to this end. The success of



this effort is of paramount importance, not only for our immediate needs but the
possibilities it opens for the future. The intensity of the speculative boom on this occasion
was, in my view, as great as or greater than any of our major manias before. The intensity
of the slump has been greatly diminished by the efforts that have been made.

We —and as we, | speak of many men and many institutions — have followed several
major lines of action. Our program was one of deliberate purpose to do everything
possible to uphold general confidence which lies at the root of maintained initiative and
enterprise; to check monetary, security, and commodity panics in our exchanges; to
assure an abundance of capital at decreasing rates of interest so as to enable the
resumption of business; to accelerate construction work so as to absorb as many
employees as possible from industries hit by decreased demand; to hold up the level of
wages by voluntary agreement and thus maintain the living standards of the vast majority
who remain in employment to avoid accelerating the depression by the hardship and
disarrangement of strikes and lockouts; and by upholding consuming power of the wage
earners to in turn support agriculture.

We may well inquire into our progress thus far. We have succeeded in maintaining
confidence and courage. We have avoided monetary panic and credit stringency. Those
dangers are behind us. From the moment of the crash, interest rates have steadily
decreased and capital has become steadily more abundant. Our investment markets have
absorbed over 2 billions of new securities since the crash. There has been no significant
bank or industrial failure. That danger, too, is safely behind us.

The acceleration of construction programs has been successful beyond our hopes.
The great utilities, the railways, and the large manufacturers have responded
courageously. The Federal Government has not only expedited its current works but
Congress has authorized further expenditures. The Governors, mayors, and other
authorities have everywhere been doing their full part. The result has been the placing of
contracts of this character to the value of about $500 million during the first 4 months of
1930, or nearly three times the amount brought into being in the corresponding 4 months
of the last great depression of 8 years ago. All of which contributes not only to direct
employment but also a long train of jobs in the material and transportation industries. We
are suffering from a decrease in residential construction, but despite this we have reason
to believe that the total construction will still further expand, and we should during 1930
witness a larger gross volume of improvement work than normal.

For the first time in the history of great slumps we have had no substantial reductions
in wages and we have had no strikes or lockouts which were in any way connected with
this situation.

The accelerated construction has naturally not been able to absorb all the
unemployment brought by the injuries of the boom and crash. Unfortunately we have no
adequate statistics upon the volume of unemployment. The maximum point of depression
was about the first of the year, when, severe as the shock was, the unemployment was
much less proportionately than in our two last major depressions. A telegraphic canvass
of the Governors and mayors who are cooperating so ably with us in organizing public
works brings with one exception the unanimous response of continuously decreasing
unemployment each month and the assurance of further decreases again in May.

All these widespread activities of our businessmen and our institutions offer sharp
contrast with the activities of previous major crashes and our experiences from them. As
a consequence, we have attained a stage of recovery within this short period greater than
that attained during a whole year or more following previous equally great storms.

While we are today chiefly concerned with continuing the measures we have in
process for relief from this storm, and in which we must have no relaxation, we must not
neglect the lessons we have had from it, and we must consider the measures which we
can undertake both for prevention of such storms and for relief from them. Economic
health, like human health, requires prevention of infection as well as cure of it.

| take it that the outstanding problem and the ideal of our economic system is to
secure freedom of initiative and to preserve stability in the economic structure in order
that the door of opportunity and equality of opportunity may be held open to all our



citizens; that every businessman shall go about his affairs with confidence in the future;
that it shall give assurance to our people of a job for everyone who wishes to work; that it
shall, by steady improvement through research and invention, advance standards of living
to the whole of our people. That will constitute the conquest of poverty, which is the
great human aspiration of our economic life.

And these economic storms are the most serious interruptions to this progress which
we have to face. Some of you will recollect that following the great boom and slump of 8
years ago, as Secretary of Commerce, | initiated a series of conferences and
investigations by representative men into the experiences of that occasion and to make
therefrom recommendations for the future. It is worth a moment to examine our
conclusions at that time as tested in this present crisis.

The first of the conclusions at that time was that our credit machinery should be
strengthened to stand the shock of crash; that the adjustment of interest rates through the
Federal Reserve System should retard destructive speculation and support enterprise
during the depression.

Our credit machinery has proved itself able to stand shock in the commercial field
through the Federal Reserve System, in the industrial field through the bond market and
the investment houses, in the farm mortgage field to some extent through the Farm Loan
System; and in the installment-buying field through the organization of powerful finance
corporations.

But if we examine the strains during the past 6 months we shall find one area of
credit which is most inadequately organized and which almost ceased to function under
the present stress. This is the provision of a steady flow of capital to the home builder.

From a social point of view this is one of the most vital segments of credit and
should be placed in such a definitely mobilized and organized form as would assure its
continuous and stable flow. The ownership of homes, the improvement of residential
conditions to our people, is the first anchor in social stability and social progress. Here is
the greatest field for expanded organization of capital and at the same time stimulation to
increased standards of living and social service that lies open to our great loan
institutions.

The result of the inability to freely secure capital has been a great diminution in
home construction and a large segment of unemployment which could have been avoided
had there been a more systematic capital supply organized with the adequacy and
efficiency of the other segments of finance. We need right now an especial effort of our
loan institutions in all parts of the country to increase the capital available for this
purpose as a part of the remedy of the present situation.

There can be no doubt of the service of the Federal Reserve System in not only
withstanding the shock but also in promoting the supply of capital after the collapse. We
have, however, a new experience in the effect of discount rates and other actions of the
system in attempts to retard speculation. The system and the banks managed throughout
the whole of the speculative period to maintain interest rates on money for commercial
use at 5 to 6 percent per annum, and by their efforts they segregated the use of capital for
speculation in such fashion that the rates upon such capital ran up to 18 percent per
annum. But even these high rates on speculative capital offered little real retardation to
the speculative mania of the country. They served, in fact, to attract capital from
productive enterprise, and this was one of the secondary factors in producing the crash
itself. The alternative, however, of lifting commercial rates still higher in order to check
speculation by checking business is also debatable. The whole bearing of interest rates
upon speculation and stable production requires exhaustive consideration in view of these
new experiences.

One of the subsidiary proposals in our examination 7 years ago, directed to increase
stability, was that improved statistical services should be created which would indicate
the approach of undue speculation and thereby give advance storm warnings to the
business world and the country. Great improvements were made in the statistical services,
and by reading the signals thousands of businessmen avoided the maelstrom of
speculation and our major industries came through strong and unimpaired — though the



people generally did not grasp these warnings, or this crisis would not have happened.
We should have even more accurate services in the future and a wider understanding of
their use. We need, particularly, a knowledge of employment at all times, if we are
intelligently to plan a proper functioning of our economic system. | have interested
myself in seeing that the census we are taking today makes for the first time a real
determination of unemployment. | have hopes that upon this foundation we can regularly
secure information of first importance to daily conduct in our economic world.

In remedial measures we have followed the recommendations of 7 years ago as to
the acceleration of construction work, the most practicable remedy for unemployment. It
has been organized effectively in most important directions, and the success of
organization in certain local communities points the way to even more effective action in
the future by definite plans of decentralization.

Another of the byproducts of this experience which has been vividly brought to the
front is the whole question of agencies for placing the unemployed in contact with
possible jobs. In this field is also the problem of what is termed technological
unemployment. The great expansion in scientific and industrial research, the multiplicity
of inventions and increasing efficiency of business, is shifting men in industry with a
speed we have never hitherto known. The whole subject is one of profound importance.

We have advanced in all these methods of stability in recent years. The development
of our credit system, our statistics, our methods of security and relief in depression, all
show progress. We have developed further steps during the past 6 months. But the whole
range of our experiences from this boom and slump should be placed under accurate
examination with a view to broad determination of what can be done to achieve greater
stability for the future both in prevention and in remedy. If such an exhaustive
examination meets with general approval, | shall, when the situation clears a little, move
to organize a body — representative of business, economics, labor, and agriculture — to
undertake it.

I do believe that our experience shows that we can produce helpful and wholesome
effects in our economic system by voluntary cooperation through the great associations
representative of business, industry, labor, and agriculture, both nationally and locally.

And it is my view that in this field of cooperative action outside of government lies
the hope of intelligent information and wise planning. The Government can be helpful in
emergency, it can be helpful to secure and spread information.

Such action, however, as may be developed must adhere steadfastly to the very
bones of our economic system, which are the framework of progress. And that progress
must come from individual initiative, and in time of stress it must be mobilized through
cooperative action.

The proper constructive activities of the great voluntary organizations in the
community provide the highest form of economic self-government. Permanent advance
in the Republic will lie in the initiative of the people themselves.

We are not yet entirely through the difficulties of our situation. We have need to
maintain every agency and every force that we have placed in motion until we are far
along on the road to stable prosperity.

He would be a rash man who would state that we can produce the economic
millennium, but there is great assurance that America is finding herself upon the road to
secure social satisfaction, with the preservation of private industry, initiative, and a full
opportunity for the development of the individual.

It is true that these economic things are not the objective of life itself. If by their
steady improvement we shall yet further reduce poverty, shall create and secure more
happy homes, we shall have served to make better men and women and a greater nation.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 p.m. at the annual dinner of the Chamber of Commerce of the
United States in the Washington Auditorium, Washington, D.C.

A reading copy of this item with holograph changes by the President is available for
examination at the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library.
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The President's News Conference of
May 2, 1930

CHAIN OF NAVAL COMMAND

THE PRESIDENT. Secretary Adams has worked out the changes in commands of the
fleet in certain of the bureaus in the Navy, by which on the retirement of Admiral
[Charles F.] Hughes next October, Admiral [William V.] Pratt will become Chief of
Naval Operations, and Admiral [F. B.] Upham will become Chief of the Bureau of
Navigation. Admiral [J. VV.] Chase will become Commander in Chief of the United States
Fleet in Admiral Pratt's place, all of the details of which we will give you.

ELECTRICAL UTILITIES COMMITTEE

I have also a letter here from Mr. Sloan, who is the chairman of the Electrical
Utilities Committee that we set up last December on construction work, in which he
reports the progress of their construction program as being up to date and has even
increased from 865 million to 900 million. And that is that.

PROPOSED COMMITTEE TO STUDY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS

I have one or two things for background.

Someone has understood the suggestion | made last evening for the appointment of a
body of representative men to study the economic developments during the last 18
months as being the setting up of some superpowered body to direct economic life in the
United States. | just want to call your attention to the fact that it is a body purely to make
an examination of the experience that we have had in line with the same study that was
made in respect to the boom and slump of 1919-1920. That study had the most important
effects in the fact that it amounted to a crystallization of ideas and the spread of
understanding, and has entered very largely into our economic conduct since that time.
The setting up of committees of this kind does not imply questions of administration or
supervision over industrial life, but that we might develop our experiences to get them
into form that have more power rather than administration in filtration of ideas. | do not
propose to set up that committee until the situation becomes more clear and we have the
full background behind us.

CRUISER CONSTRUCTION

I also have some reports on construction of naval work. The Navy Department had
expected to lay down the keels of the three cruisers which have been assigned to the
Navy Yards on this year's program — at least one of them something over a month ago —
but they have been held up with view to consideration of redesign of the whole of the
three cruisers. It may delay the construction work for a month or two, but it is believed by
the Navy that it makes a more perfect ship.

AVIATION MAIL CONTRACTS

Congress passed a few days ago an amendment to the Post Office mail contract —
aviation mail contracts — which amounts to a revolution in the relations of the
Government with commercial aviation. It places the contracting for mail on a space-
weight basis, as it is called, on the same lines as the railways. The purpose of it was to
enable the Postmaster General to contract in such a fashion as to encourage passenger
traffic and to bridge over from solely a postal aviation to passenger-carrying airplanes.
The heads of various aviation companies have been called in to work out the details. The
act also calls upon the Postmaster General, if possible, to consolidate competing routes



and give some authority for continuing contracts. Generally, it is quite a revolutionary
step in the whole development of commercial aviation.
And that is all I have got on my mind.
Q. Mr. President, you said they would be called in?
THE PRESIDENT. Yes, by the Post Office Department — a number of them here
today.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and eighth news conference was held in the White House
at 4 p.m. on Friday, May 2, 1930.

On the same day, the White House issued a statement on changes in the chain of naval
command (see Item 146). The White House also released the text of a letter, dated April 29, 1930,
from Matthew S. Sloan, president of the National Electric Light Association and chairman of the
Electrical Utilities Committee, as follows:

Dear Mr. President:

Within the past week, | have again secured progress reports from electric light and power
companies of the status of work in carrying out the programs for new construction and expansion of
facilities of which you were advised at the Conference in the White House on November 27, 1929.

Reports by telephone and telegraph are in hand from executives of companies representing
eighty per cent of the total to be expended. These reports for the several companies are attached.
They may be summarized as follows:

The new construction program of the electric light and power companies is progressing
according to schedule and no curtailment or slowing down is reported in this program; on the
contrary, in several cases projects have been added which will result in a revision upward,
amounting to an increase of thirty or forty million dollars.

The program for the electric light and power companies as announced to you was
$865,000,000, and the information in hand indicates that this will probably reach $900,000,000.

ELECTRIC POWER OUTPUT

You may also be interested in information on the output of electricity because of its value as
indicating general business conditions.

During the entire period since the first of the year, output of electricity by the electric light and
power utility companies has maintained levels above those corresponding weeks in 1929.

The output for January, February, March, and April to the 26th of the month, has been 5.5%,
2.6%, 3.0%, and 1.8%, respectively, above 1929.

The output for these same months is, however, 19.8%, 11.6%, 14.7%, and 18.3%,
respectively, above the levels for 1928.

The rate of increase in output of electric energy during the greater part of 1929 was
abnormally high, due in large part to accelerated industrial activity. For this reason, we consider the
levels of electric energy output which have been maintained this year as indicative of strong
demand for electric service.

Although there is falling off in industrial power in localized areas, this has been more than
offset, taking the country as a whole, by the remarkable increases which are going on in the use of
electricity in homes. The use of electricity in households in the United States is running about 15%
above the levels for 1929.

Respectfully yours,
M. S. SLOAN
President
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White House Statement on Changes in the Chain of Naval Command
May 2, 1930

THE PRESIDENT has approved the recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy for
the following changes in commands in the fleet to be made at the appropriate time during
the next few months:

ADM. W. V. PRATT, from command of the United States Fleet to Chief of Naval
Operations upon the retirement of Admiral [C. F.] Hughes, October 14, 1930.

REAR ADM. J. V. CHASE, from duty in the General Board to Commander in Chief,
United States Fleet, with the temporary rank of Admiral, relieving Admiral Pratt,
about October 10, 1930.

REAR ADM. F. H. SCHOFIELD, from command of Battleship Division 4 to
Commander in Chief of the Battle Fleet, with the temporary rank of Admiral,
relieving Admiral [L. McC.] Nulton, about May 24, 1930.

REAR ADM. A. L. WILLARD, from duty as Commandant of the Navy Yard,
Washington, D.C., to Commander, Scouting Fleet, with the temporary rank of Vice
Admiral, relieving Vice Adm. W. C. Cole, about July 10, 1930.

REAR ADM. R. H. LEIGH, from Chief of Bureau of Navigation to Commander,
Battleship Divisions, Battle Fleet, with the temporary rank of Vice Admiral,
relieving Vice Adm. L. A. Bostwick, about July 10, 1930.

REAR ADM. F. B. UPHAM, from command of the Control Force to Chief of the Bureau
of Navigation, relieving Rear Adm. R. H. Leigh, about June 2, 1930.
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Letter to the House Majority Leader on the

Export Debenture Plan of Farm Relief
May 3, 1930

[Released May 3, 1930. Dated May 1, 1930]

My dear Mr. Tilson:

I have your letter of inquiry as to whether | can see any reason to change the views
which | expressed on April 20th last upon the so-called debenture plan introduced by the
Senate into the Tariff Bill. | do not.

Some minor alterations have been made in the plan which do not go to the essential
fact that the practical working of it will depress and not elevate prices to the farmer. The
plan in the present bill presents an additional objection in that the export subsidies
proposed vary with different agricultural products and thus are widely different to
different farmers. They vary from about 9% upon the cost of production of rye to
apparently near 100% on tobacco. In the latter case growers could apparently afford to
raise their product and export it for the subsidy alone.

Since my previous statement the Tariff Commission has estimated the cost of the
plan to the Treasury, if put into operation and on the basis of present exports, at about
$280,000,000 per annum.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: For the President's letter of April 20, 1929, see 1929 volume, Item 46.
As of May 3, 1930, the export debenture amendment was a major issue in conference
negotiations on the tariff bill. Subsequently, the Senate agreed to its deletion.
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Message to President Ignacy Moscicki on Polish National Day
May 3, 1930

ON BEHALF OF my fellow citizens and in my own name, | send to Your Excellency
hearty felicitations on Polish National Day, and beg to express the earnest wish that the
ties of friendship and good understanding existing between your country and the United
States of America may continue to increase and prosper.

HERBERT HOOVER
[His Excellency Ignacy Moscicki, President of Poland, Warsaw]

NOTE: Polish National Day celebrated Polish independence under the Third of May Constitution
of 1791.
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Address to the American National Red Cross
May 5, 1930

IT GIVES ME a great deal of pleasure to participate in the convocation of the meeting of
the officers of the American Red Cross.

The past 15 years has seen a great change in the purpose and an expansion in the
benevolent activities of this, our great official association for the administration of
national charity. Originally designed for succor in war, it has now become also the
national agency for relief of disaster in peacetime, both at home and abroad. The past
decade it has distinguished itself a score of times by effective organization of the saving
of life and suffering. Its ever-increasing strength represents the growing of the spiritual
sense of responsibility of the Nation toward those who meet with disaster.

The Nation has grown to complete confidence in the efficiency, ability, and single-
mindedness of the Red Cross. We have come to intrust it with a great responsibility, for
the Red Cross is today the expression of the national will, the national sympathy, for all
those overtaken by catastrophe of storm, of flood, of famine. Its call to charity to meet
these emergencies is mandatory upon the heart of the Nation.

It is a grave responsibility that the Red Cross holds for our country, and there is
implied in it a preparedness for ready and instant action. And in discharge of this great
responsibility it represents more than just coldblooded efficiency. The American Red
Cross represents the spiritual quality, the charity, and sympathy of a nation to the
helpless.

Without question the Red Cross Societies of many countries occupy an equally high
place in the confidence of their people and governments. That these great national
agencies should come together in the common purpose of preventing and ameliorating
suffering throughout the world is in harmony with the spirit of the age. The Red Cross
thus becomes a universal agency for giving practical expression to international good will
and to that human sympathy which is the common heritage of all.

Many years of acquaintance gives me knowledge of the effectiveness and devotion
of your Chairman, your staff, and the self-sacrificing service of your nationwide
organization.

In the name of the American people | welcome you to our National Capital and wish
you well in your deliberations.

NOTE: The President spoke at the opening session of the annual convention of the American
National Red Cross, assembled in the Chamber of Commerce Building, Washington, D.C. His
address was carried by the National Broadcasting Company and the Columbia Broadcasting System
radio networks.
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The President's News Conference of
May 6, 1930

LONDON NAVAL TREATY

THE PRESIDENT. I have one question this morning that I can reply to, but in the nature
of things it must be background matter. It is as to whether | would care to say whether the
ratification of the London treaty is a partisan matter or not. It certainly is not — broad
foreign policies of the Nation and not partisan policies. When our delegation went to
London they went as Americans and not as members of a political party, and there is no
partisanship whatever in this treaty.

That is all | have got.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and ninth news conference was held in the White House at
12 noon on Tuesday, May 6, 1930.
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Letter Endorsing Tribute to Felix M. Warburg
May 8, 1930

[Released May 8, 1930. Dated April 30, 1930]

Dear Mr. Rosenberg:

The plan to honor our friend, Felix M. Warburg, is gratifying to me. For many years
I have observed his eager and effective work for the welfare of those near and far in need
of aid. Especially familiar am | with his leadership of the great projects to bring physical
and economic relief and spiritual hope to his Jewish kinsmen across the seas, the victims
of war and famine and pestilence.

It is unthinkable that this work should be permitted to end unfinished. What has been
accomplished in rescuing and rebuilding human lives is an historic achievement in human
engineering. It is characteristic of Mr. Warburg that he should not rest while there still
remains the need of helpfulness from America.

It is fitting then that his fellow-townsmen should unite in paying tribute to him by
supporting these humanitarian causes with which he has so long been identified. | am
glad to join in the expression of esteem and affection for him.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. James N. Rosenberg, 165 Broadway, New York City]

NOTE: The letter was read at a luncheon in New York City honoring Mr. Warburg, chairman of
the Allied Jewish Campaign to raise funds for relief work in Palestine and Eastern Europe.
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Message to the Congress Recommending Payment

of a Claim Presented by the Government of Norway
May 9, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I inclose a report received from the Secretary of State requesting the submission to
the present Congress of the claim presented by the Government of Norway against the
United States for reimbursement on account of losses sustained by reason of the detention
of the Norwegian steamer Tampen by the United States Coast Guard during June, 1925.

I concur in the recommendation made by the Secretary of State and recommend that,
as an act of grace and without reference to the question of the legal liability of the United
States in the matter, the Congress authorize an appropriation in the sum of $8,765, in
order to effect the settlement of all claims arising as a result of detention of the vessel.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
May 9, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as Senate Document 144
(71st Cong., 2d sess.)
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The President's News Conference of
May 9, 1930

SUMMER VACATION PLANS

THE PRESIDENT. I have questions from time to time about what | propose to do for the
summer. | haven't been able to reply to them because | haven't been able to give it any
consideration.

I have been very much urged by the National Park Service to visit the Rocky
Mountain parks: Glacier, Yellowstone, Estes, and the other parks. Those are the national
playgrounds, and they are certainly beautiful enough to accommodate presidents, and if it
can be arranged | propose to make a trip beginning at the northern ones and working
down the Rocky Mountain section through the different parks, during the month of
August, staying here in Washington during the early part of the summer, taking weekends
up in the Shenandoah hills.

That | would rather not have for direct quotations. That is for your own information.
Many of you will be condemned to go along on trips like that, and you may like to know
in advance what will happen to you.

Q. Will there be a couple of press cars to your train, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT. I would hope that this can be done after the arrival in the region
by automobile rather than by train and in short stages.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and tenth news conference was held in White House at 4
p.m. on Friday, May 9, 1930.
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Message to the School of Journalism Banquet

at the University of Missouri
May 9, 1930

[Released May 9, 1930. Dated May 2, 1930]

My dear Dean Williams:

Please accept my cordial greetings to yourself and your guests at the banquet of the
School of Journalism of the University of Missouri on May 9th. The steadily rising
standards of journalism are an encouragement to those who believe that the press should
be not only one of the most powerful agencies in the life of the people, but also one
rendering the highest possible service through dissemination of constructive thought in
science, social advance and civic idealism. The greatest challenge to the ingenuity of the
journalist is to make these things as interesting to the public as are the more familiar
subjects which apparently must be treated in terms of conflict. I am happy to believe that
continual progress is being made in these directions by the press.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. Waiter Williams, Dean, School of Journalism, University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri]

NOTE: The message was read at the 21st annual Journalism Week banquet at the University of
Missouri, Columbia, Mo.
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Letter Congratulating Felix M. Warburg on Receiving the Gottheil Medal
May 10, 1930

[Released May 10, 1930. Dated May 8, 1930]

My dear Mr. Warburg:

It is indeed gratifying that your many benefactions and the unwearied service of your
wisdom and humane spirit should again be recognized in the award to you by the Zeta
Beta Tau Fraternity of the Gottheil Medal for distinguished service to the cause of
Judaism. It is one of the highest virtues of our democracy that it inspires such service and
that it recognizes it with public honor.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. Felix Warburg, New York City]

NOTE: The letter was read at the annual dinner of the Zeta Beta Tau fraternity held in the Park
Central Hotel, New York City.

The Gottheil Medal was awarded annually to a person judged to have given the greatest
service to American Judaism.
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Message on National Hospital Day
May 12, 1930

[Released May 12, 1930. Dated May 7, 1930]

RECALLING that May 12th is annually observed as National Hospital Day, | take a deep
satisfaction in observing the steady growth of the hospitals of the country, not only in
physical equipment and financial support but also in the ever-widening fields of service
into which they are penetrating. The alleviation of human suffering which they
accomplish is a characteristic and noble expression of a spontaneous and universal
impulse of the American people, whose warm sympathies and active generosity they so
usefully reflect.

HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message was sent to Dr. C. G. Parnall, medical director, Rochester Hospital,
Rochester, N.Y.
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The President's News Conference of
May 13, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I have two or three items in the nature of things not for
quotation. I think you will find they are not propaganda, but | do not wish to put them in
the first person, so you can take it as being background material for your own use.

VISIT OF BRAZILIAN PRESIDENT-ELECT

Dr. Julio Prestes, who is the President-elect of Brazil, is coming to the United States
to return the visit of courtesy which | made to Brazil about 18 months ago. He will be the
guest of the American Nation.

He will come from Brazil on a Brazilian-LIloyd steamer accompanied by an escort of
two Brazilian cruisers, and will arrive at Hampton Roads about the 15th of June, where
he will be met by suitable naval vessels and brought to Washington.

Mr. Eugene Meyer has courteously tendered to the Government the use of his
residence in Washington for the entertainment of Dr. Prestes and his staff. The President-
elect will remain here 4 or 5 days, and will be suitably entertained by the Government,
and then he will undertake a tour of the United States, where he will be, also, the guest of
the Nation. Naturally, he will be received by the Governors and the mayors in the
different States and cities in full appreciation of the character of his visit and the great
courtesy and good will he has shown by it. It will give the American people an
opportunity to express their century-old friendship for the people of Brazil.

Q. Mr. President, where is the Meyer residence?

MR. AKERSON. It is on Crescent Place.

COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT-ELECT

THE PRESIDENT. The Colombian Minister, Senor [Enrique] Olaya, will become
President-elect of Colombia early in June. And during the period which he remains in the
United States after that date he will also be the guest of the Nation. No detailed plans
have been worked out as yet.

NAVAL AFFAIRS

I propose to review the fleet on its return from the New York maneuvers next
Tuesday, so that we will leave Washington Monday evening by train and return sometime
Tuesday night.

Incidentally, I might mention that the transformation of moving pictures brought
about by the sound pictures places the Navy in very great difficulties, because there is no
longer an available supply of sufficient silent films to fill the morale and recreational
requirements of the Navy. In order to relieve this very acute famine | am sending an
estimate up to Congress to equip the Navy with the necessary sound projectors. We
cannot allow the Navy to fall behind in its morale and recreational facilities. We must
maintain it to the very high standard of efficiency in its educational and recreational
activities.

AUGUST VACATION PLANS

Another piece of background — some folks in Washington of an entirely speculative
mind, wish to make me work during the holiday which | had hoped to secure during the
month of August. Various plans have been made for me by various Washington
correspondents which do not comport with either a holiday spirit or holiday practice, but
apparently the public has not taken it that way. The multitude of invitations which have
been showered upon us almost without exception elaborate on the fishing facilities and



the great numbers of fish waiting in their different localities, and express the most kindly
attitude towards a real holiday and not work.

I regret that, in limiting my absence from Washington to approximately a month, |
will not be able to meet all of these fish, as | had thought to confine any activities in that
direction to the national parks, as perhaps an indication to the American people that we
do in the Nation maintain the greatest playgrounds in the world. In fact, August is rapidly
becoming the fishermen's month. If you judge by the number of fishing licenses which
are issued, there must be 8 or 10 million of people who go fishing about that time of the
year, and they avail themselves of this very human occupation as a matter of relaxation. |
do not assume that the sentiment of fishermen generally is toward work when they are
tending to that particular occupation. Furthermore, | do not believe this great mass of
fishermen care to have the placidity of their occupations disturbed by politics at that time.
Fishing, in fact, is the one human occupation that is clear of political implications, and it
requires considerable imaginative qualities to make it so, because | do not know of any
fish that bases its preference or his conduct on a basis of national issues.

Q. Mr. President, do you mean you are only going to be away a month?

THE PRESIDENT. That is all that I think I shall be away. | might stretch it out a few
days on either end, but that would be sort of getting away from school. But we might take
a few days either way. But that is the limitation.

VISIT OF PRESIDENT-ELECT JULIO PRESTES

Q. Can you tell us, Mr. President, what sections of the country the new President of
Brazil will visit?
THE PRESIDENT. We do not know yet.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and eleventh news conference was held in the
White House at 12 noon on Tuesday, May 13, 1930.
George Akerson was a Secretary to the President.
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The President's News Conference of
May 16, 1930

MINISTER TO CANADA

THE PRESIDENT. I have two or three questions today. One is about the new Minister to
Canada. | am not in a position yet to announce the name because we haven't been
officially notified by the Canadian Government. They seem to have announced it but they
have not yet notified us.!

HYDRAULIC LABORATORY

Also a question about the new hydraulic laboratory, a bill [46 Stat. 327] for which
has just passed through Congress. That laboratory is due to the persistence of Senator
[Joseph E.] Ransdell over the last 8 years, and is to be an important contribution to the
solution of water problems in the United States. And we will undertake its construction
out at the Bureau of Standards at the earliest possible moment.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC BUILDINGS PROGRAM

We had some discussion at Cabinet this morning with regard to the program for
improvement in the District, largely with view in that discussion to expediting work here
in every direction we can. And in the course of these discussions | had before me a
memorandum from Assistant Secretary Heath on the progress and character of all of the
improvements contemplated in the District. | had thought that perhaps it might be of
interest to you, and | have had it mimeographed for distribution. Secretary Heath's name
is not on it, but it comes through his responsibility.

AMBASSADOR CHARLES G. DAWES

| also have a question about General Dawes' return. General Dawes, | understand, is
coming over to attend some meetings in connection with the World's Fair at Chicago,
where he has been an important factor. It has nothing whatever to do with the treaty, and
we will all be glad to see him.

QUESTIONS

Q. Mr. President, in what category is this (indicating Heath memorandum)?

THE PRESIDENT. You can quote it. Give Secretary Heath credit for it.

Q. Who will go down to the camp tomorrow?

THE PRESIDENT. I haven't a list before me, but Mr. [Lawrence] Richey can give it
to you.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and twelfth news conference was held in the
White House at 4 p.m. on Friday, May 16, 1930.

Ferry K. Heath was Assistant Secretary in Charge of Public Buildings, Public Health,
and Miscellaneous, Department of the Treasury. On the same day, the White House
issued a text of Mr. Heath's memorandum on public buildings projects for the District of
Columbia, which follows:

The projects for the improvement of the Capital City are embraced in about 10
pieces of legislation, either passed or pending, and a large number of appropriation bills
appropriating funds under the authority of the original acts.

The Public Building Act, approved May 25, 1926, authorized an expenditure of $50
million for the District of Columbia, with the proviso that not more than $10 million shall
be expended each year in the District of Columbia.



The Public Building Act, approved March 31, 1930, increases the total amount for
the District of Columbia to $190 million, with the proviso that not more than $15 million
is to be expended each year in the District of Columbia.

The improvements on Capitol Hill entailed an expenditure of over $26 million and
included an addition to the House Office Building and enlargement of the Senate Office
Building, the construction of a new building for the Supreme Court and the general
landscaping of, and enlargement of the Capitol Grounds, which will extend from the
Capitol to the Union Station.

The beautification projects, including parkways, boulevards and drives, under the
National Park and Planning Commission, calls for an expenditure of $43,750,000. This
includes the Arlington Memorial Bridge, which will be completed not later than July,
1931, at a cost of $14,750,000, as well as the completion of the George Washington
Memorial Parkway to Mount Vernon, which will probably be completed by the end of
1932, at an estimated cost of $4,500,000.

The Cramton bill now pending provides for an extension of the Potomac Park and
improvements to Great Falls, involving a total cost of $24,500,000. There is now an
annual appropriation of $1 million under which this work has been initiated and, if the
pending bill passes, it is expected that this annual appropriation will be merged into the
new bill.

The joint resolution of the House and Senate passed June 15, 1929, provides for a
civic center for the municipal government in Washington. Appropriations so far under
this resolution have been for the purchase of sites. This group of buildings is estimated to
cost between $25 million and $30 million, and it is expected that the cost of the land on
which this project will be located will amount to approximately $6 million.

The expenditure contemplated under these projects aggregates over $320 million to
be completed during the next 8 or 10 years.

The largest operation under the program is the projected group of 11 buildings to be
constructed under the supervision of the Treasury Department in the so-called Triangle.

The Internal Revenue Building, costing approximately $10 million, is practically
completed.

The Department of Commerce Building, furnishing over a million feet of space, is
well underway.

By December of this year it is hoped that actual construction operations on the
foundations may be underway for the new building for the Post Office Department, to be
constructed at the east end of the Grand Plaza, that will stretch as a garden area some 600
feet wide from 14th nearly to 12th Street.

It is hoped the ground will be broken for the new Department of Justice Building in
December, the General Accounting Building, to be followed by the Department of Labor
Building as soon as the old power house of the Potomac Electric Power Company can be
moved from its present location.

The new Archives Building, which will safeguard the Nation's historical treasures,
should be in process of construction in the early part of 1931.

The center portion of the Department of Agriculture has just been completed, and a
portion of the large structure planned for the balance of the Agriculture Department
activities will be started very shortly.

The extension now being built for the Government Printing Office will be ready for
occupancy within a few months.

The following is roughly a list of the buildings for Federal and municipal purposes
which will be constructed or improved under the acts above-mentioned:

Supreme Court Building; Senate Office Building; House of Representatives Office
Building; Department of Commerce; Internal Revenue; Department of Agriculture;
Government Printing Office; Post Office Department; the Archives; Department of
Justice; Department of Labor; General Accounting Office; Interstate Commerce
Commission; Coast Guard and various independent establishments; State Department;
War Department; Navy Department; Bureau of public Health; Arlington Memorial
Bridge, and the great extension to the park and boulevard system of the District of



Columbia, together with the municipal buildings of the District to be .built under the
authority of the joint resolution of the House and Senate providing for a civic center.

*Hanford MacNider was the new United States Minister to Canada.
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Message on the 50th Anniversary of the Salvation Army
May 16, 1930

[Released May 16, 1930. Dated May 14, 1930]

My dear Commander Booth:

The fiftieth anniversary of your work and that of the Salvation Army in the United
States is not only an occasion for congratulations to you, which I cordially extend, but to
the country as a whole which has so largely benefited by the humanitarian activities and
high ideals which you and the Army have consistently advanced. | am sure the heart of
the country goes out to you in spontaneous gratitude and good wishes.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Miss Evangeline Booth, Commander-in-Chief of the Salvation Army Forces, New York City]

NOTE: The message was read at a celebration commemorating the Salvation Army's Golden
Jubilee held in the Seventy-first Regiment Armory in New York City.
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Message to the National Foreign Trade Convention
May 20, 1930

PLEASE EXTEND my cordial greetings to the National Foreign Trade Convention. It is
especially appropriate at this particular juncture that representatives of the various factors
of foreign trade from all parts of the United States should meet to examine the world
trade situation and to study its special current problems.

The work of the foreign trade conventions is a fine example of cooperative
leadership in business. Such meetings as yours benefit the whole enterprise of
international commerce. They improve understanding of other markets and peoples by
American producers and traders, and aid in developing merchandising skill and in
establishing American practice on the sound basis of service to and understanding of the
peoples of other lands.

HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message, sent to James A. Farrell, chairman, National Foreign Trade Convention,
Hotel Biltmore, Los Angeles, Calif., was read at the annual meeting in Los Angeles, Calif.
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The President's News Conference of
May 23, 1930

LONDON NAVAL TREATY

THE PRESIDENT. It is my understanding that the advocates of the naval treaty in the
Senate are earnestly striving to secure action in the present session. If it should prove
impossible to complete it at the regular session, | shall call a special session immediately
following the regular session for the sole purpose of dealing with the treaty. The leaders
of the Senate have been consulted, and they are in agreement with this program.

Other than that | have nothing today.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and thirteenth news conference was held in the White
House at 4 p.m. on Friday, May 23, 1930.

On the same day, the White House also issued a text of the President's statement on the Treaty
for the Limitation and Reduction of Naval Armaments (see Item 162).
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Statement on the Treaty for the Limitation

and Reduction of Naval Armament
May 23, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"It is my understanding that the advocates of the naval treaty in the Senate are
earnestly striving for action in the present session. If it should prove impossible to
complete it at the regular session | shall call a special session of the Senate immediately
following the regular session to deal with the question.

"The leaders in the Senate have been consulted and are in agreement with this
program."
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Statement on New York Appointment Matters
May 23, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"There is no truth in the statement that Mr. Hilles has been displaced in New York
appointment matters. Some discussion has taken place on better coordination of the
differing departmental practices in relation to Congressional and organization
recommendations from New York, but no conclusions were arrived at and Mr. Maier was
requested to consult various interests as to development of methods."

NOTE: As printed above, this item follows the text set forth in a contemporary news account.
Charles D. Hilles was Republican National committeeman from New York and William J.
Maier was chairman of the New York State Republican Committee.
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Message to the Tiffereth Israel Congregation on Its 80th Anniversary
May 26, 1930

[Released May 26, 1930. Dated May 22, 1930]

My dear Dr. Silver:

I cordially congratulate you and the congregation of The Temple upon the happy
occasion of its eightieth anniversary. The service of religion inspires many of the noblest
human qualities, and is one of the strongest bonds of unity in our National life. | send you
my best wishes for long continuance and success in these labors.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, The Temple, East 105th Street at Ansel Road, Cleveland, Ohio]

NOTE: The message was read at a celebration commemorating the anniversary of the Tiffereth
Israel Congregation.
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The President's News Conference of
May 27, 1930

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

THE PRESIDENT. I have a question about the holiday on Saturday for the Federal
employees.! Inasmuch as it comes between the national holiday on Friday and the
following Sunday, the Cabinet this morning concluded that it would be desirable to give a
holiday on Saturday, but that it was very undesirable to establish a precedent as we might
have a series of days falling between national holidays and Sundays, and that, therefore,
the half holiday on Saturday which starts the following week for the summer would be
suspended for one week to enable them to catch up with the routine work which they
would lose by this arrangement. We think the employees would be better satisfied to do it
that way and work that Saturday to catch up with the routine work of the Government.

PRISON REFORM LEGISLATION

I have signed the various bills relating to prison reform. There are seven of those acts
that have been passed.

The first establishes the two new prisons — the reformatory prison west of the
Mississippi and a general prison in the Northeastern States — and calls for an expenditure
of about $7 million.

The next establishing the Parole Board of three members, who will be appointed
very quickly by the Attorney General.

The act providing for the establishment of training and schooling in the prisons for
trades and other adaptable work.

The act providing for the establishment of a hospital for defective delinquents.

The act providing for the parole of prisoners on a more extensive scale.

The act authorizing the Public Health to take over the medical work in the prisons.

And finally, the one providing for Federal probation officers — this had to be sent
back to Congress because of faulty drafting — that is on a technical question.

But those acts provide not only a physical refitting of the whole Federal prison
system but a very comprehensive series of prison reforms, so that under those authorities
we ought to be able to work out the Federal prison question in a fashion such as has never
been undertaken hitherto, taking account both of the physical necessities of delinquents
and also putting into action very important moral forces that should be helpful.

PROHIBITION BUREAU

I have also signed the act [Public, No. 273, 46 Stat. 427] providing for the transfer of
the Prohibition Bureau from the Treasury to the Department of Justice. That goes into
effect on the 1st of July.

Other than that | haven't anything this morning.

QUESTIONS

Q. May | ask you a question, Mr. President? Does that give the holiday on Saturday?

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, but work the whole of the following Saturday to catch up.

Q. May | ask, Mr. President, if you have any particular plans for the transfer of
Prohibition — any particular appointments — Mr. Lowman and Dr. Doran, will they be
transferred from the Treasury?

THE PRESIDENT. The Attorney General is now engaged in working out a definite
plan for the administration of the Bureau, and has not come to any conclusions yet.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and fourteenth news conference was held in the
White House at 12 noon on Tuesday, May 27, 1930.



Seymour Lowman was Assistant Secretary in Charge of Customs, Coast Guard,
Industrial Alcohol, and Narcotics, Department of the Treasury. James M. Doran was
Commissioner of Industrial Alcohol, Bureau of Industrial Alcohol, Department of the
Treasury.

The prison reform measures referred to are:

Public, No. 201 (46 Stat. 270), signed May 13, 1930, an act establishing a hospital
for defective delinquents.

Public, No. 202 (46 Stat. 272), signed May 13, 1930, an act providing for the parole
of U.S. prisoners and creating the Parole Board.

Public, No. 203 (46 Stat. 273), signed May 13, 1930, an act authorizing the Public
Health Service to provide medical service in Federal prisons.

Public, No. 218 (46 Stat. 325), signed May 14, 1930, an act reorganizing the
administration of Federal prisons, authorizing the Attorney General to contract for care of
U.S. prisoners, establishing Federal jails, and other purposes.

Public, No. 270 (46 Stat. 388), signed May 27, 1930, an act establishing two
institutions for the confinement of U.S. prisoners.

Public, No. 271 (46 Stat. 390), signed May 27, 1930, an act providing for the
diversification of employment of Federal prisoners, for their training and schooling in
trades and occupations, and for other purposes.

Public, No. 310 (46 Stat. 503), an act reorganizing and reforming the probation
system, was not signed until June 6, 1930.

! See Executive Order 5353, Proclamations and Executive Orders, Herbert Hoover, 1929-1933, volume I.
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Address to the Third National Conference on Street and Highway Safety
May 27, 1930

THE GREAT LOSS of human life in street and highway accidents, and the toll of
suffering among surviving victims, is a national concern of grave importance. You thus
are gathered here to consider a humanitarian and economic problem which touches every
man, woman, and child in the land.

The last National Street and Highway Safety Conference, held in 1926, carefully
worked out a program of measures for improvement of traffic conditions. It was then
unanimously agreed that responsibility for carrying out these recommendations should lie
with the States and local communities, that voluntary organizations also should tend their
cooperation locally, and that the National Conference should reconvene only if need for it
should appear.

In the years that have intervened there has been much effort to better traffic
conditions, but the accident rate nevertheless continues to rise because the increasing
volume of traffic outruns our efforts. Without those earlier efforts, conditions today
would be much worse, but still the steadily increasing traffic has outrun all measures of
safety. This Conference has therefore been called in response to a widespread recognition
by Governors, State and municipal officials, and associations devoted to the subject of
need for a new appraisal of the situation in the light of experience and for determination
of further courses of action upon which all can agree.

It is encouraging to know that in some States and localities, where remedies have
been actively applied, the accident increase has been curbed and traffic congestion has
been somewhat relieved. The way has thus been pioneered. But universal improvement
can come only gradually and through continuous and combined effort in many different
fields and on a nationwide scale. The members of this Conference, by working out further
remedies through the best qualified judgment, are rendering an invaluable service. It is
the application of massed intelligence to the solution of a peculiarly difficult problem.

The Federal Government can properly assist in securing the spread of information
and ideas and coordination of activities, but it still remains the fact, nevertheless, that the
State and local authorities, with the cooperation of the public, must be responsible for the
practical application of remedial measures. The remedies developed by this Conference
must therefore rest for their final effectiveness upon the action of the States and the
communities, supported in every possible way by the great body of citizenship.

| appreciate the response shown from all parts of the country in the assembly of this
Conference, and | am confident that by consistent application of the recommendations
which you will develop there may come a distinct betterment in the conditions of our
street and highway traffic. On your efforts thus largely hinges the safety and well-being
of a large percentage of our people. | congratulate you upon what you have already
accomplished and assure you of my best wishes for the success of your further efforts.
And | bespeak for you the earnest cooperation of every citizen.

NOTE: The President spoke to the opening meeting of the Conference held in Washington, D.C.

The Conference, meeting through May 29, 1930, endorsed recommendations for better
protection of intersections, improved vehicle maintenance, model traffic laws, expanded traffic
records and safety education, and the establishment of a national safety foundation to carry on
continuing studies. Follow-up action was entrusted to a continuing executive committee chaired by
the Secretary of Commerce and to various research agencies.
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Dedication of the Stanford University Quad to David Starr Jordan
May 27, 1930

To David Starr Jordan

First President of our beloved university, creator of its oldest traditions, scientist of
unquenchable thirst for truth and of unalterable integrity in its search, teacher of
sympathy and imagination, friend of youth, wise counselor, believer in the inviolable
sanctity and worth of the individual human soul, exemplar of the moral virtues, inspirer
to the spiritual life, apostle and prophet of peace, this book is dedicated with veneration,
devotion and affection.

HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The President's dedication for the 1930 yearbook was released to the press on May 27,
1930, and printed in area papers on May 28. The yearbook was published on May 29.



168
Veto of the Spanish War Veterans' Pension Bill
May 28, 1930

To The Senate:

I am returning this bill (S. 476) without approval. The bill establishes a new basis for
pension of Spanish War Veterans. | am in favor of proper discharge of the national
obligation to men who have served in war who have become disabled and are in need.
But certain principles are included in this legislation which | deem are opposed to the
interest both of war veterans and of the public. My major objections to this bill are these:

1. In the whole of our pension legislation over past years we have excluded from
such national award persons whose disabilities arise from "vicious habits.” This bill
breaks down that exclusion and opens the door for claims of disability incurred at any
time in the life of the pensioner arising from venereal diseases, alcoholism, drug habits,
etc. Certainly such claims for public help cannot be fairly based upon sacrifice to the
nation in war and must be opposed to national policy.

2. This legislation lowers the minimum service period from 90 days to 70 days for
non-service connected disability pension. Under other provisions of law, men who served
only one day and during that day suffered injury or impaired health, became eligible for
pensions. This law, however, provides that if a man should incur any disability at any
time in his life he may claim pension with only 70 days of service. The ninety day
minimum service has been maintained against the Civil War veterans all these years
because less service than this was not considered to imply personal danger or risk which
warranted pension. If injury or impaired health incident to service is clearly proven, other
laws cover such cases.

3. It seems to me that in the interest of justice to the taxpayer and to maintain the fine
body of citizens comprised in our war veterans free from the stigma of encroachment
upon the public treasury, there should be a requirement of "need" as well as disability as a
basis for these pensions. It is to me the height of injustice that citizens who are less well
placed should be called upon to support from taxes those whose station in life enables
them to support themselves or to live in independent security. The whole spirit of the
pension system is that of a grateful nation rising to the support of those who have served
in war, were injured or who have met with legitimate difficulties in after life which
impose privation upon them. While many veterans may refuse to accept such pensions
when they can get along otherwise, yet the cases of selfishness are bound to cause a
constant irritation of feeling against a pension system that permits these unmerited and
unnecessary payments.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
May 28, 1930.

NOTE: Congress enacted S. 476 over the President's veto on June 2, 1930, as Public, No. 299
[46 Stat. 492].
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Proclamation 1912, Pan American Day
May 28, 1930

By the President of the United States of America a Proclamation:
WHEREAS the Governing Board of the Pan American Union, at the session held on
Wednesday, May 7, 1930, adopted a resolution reading as follows:

"WHEREAS, It would be desirable to recommend the designation of a date
which should be observed as 'Pan American Day' in all the Republics of America
and which should be established as a commemorative symbol of the sovereignty
of the American nations and the voluntary union of all in one continental
community;

"WHEREAS, April 14th is the date on which the resolution creating the Pan
American Union was adopted,;

"The Governing Board of the Pan American Union

RESOLVES:

"To recommend that the Governments, members of the Pan American Union,
designate April 14th as 'Pan American Day' and that the national flags be
displayed on that date."”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, HERBERT HOOVER, President of the United States of
America, in order to give effect to the resolution adopted by the Governing Board of the
Pan American Union, do hereby proclaim April 14 as "Pan American Day," and do
hereby order that the flag of the United States be displayed on all Government buildings
on that date, and do invite the schools, civic associations, and people of the United States
generally to observe the day with appropriate ceremonies, thereby giving expression to
the spirit of continental solidarity and to the sentiments of cordiality and friendly feeling
which the Government and people of the United States entertain toward the peoples and
Governments of the other Republics of the American Continent.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the
United States to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this 28th day of May, in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred and thirty, and of the Independence of the United States of
[SEAL] America the one hundred and fifty-fourth.

HERBERT HOOVER

By the President:
H L STIMSON
Secretary of State
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Memorial Day Address at Gettysburg Battlefield
May 30, 1930

Fellow Countrymen:

We stand today amidst monuments to the valor and glory of a generation of
Americans, North and South, now well-nigh gone. Most of those who bore the burdens of
the Civil War have joined their comrades who sleep beneath these mounds. Of a thousand
brigades which marched in that great conflict, scarce a score remain.

To the dead we pay again our tribute of gratitude and devotion. To the living we
extend heartfelt wishes for a continuation of peaceful years, serene in contemplation of
their glorious youth. The time must come all too soon when these living ties of our
generation with the historic past will have passed on. Then we shall have only cherished
memories to remind us of those men who heroically died and those women who bravely
suffered for great ideals, or who lived on to consummate the reunion of our country, to
give stability to its Government, and peace to its people.

Every American's thought of this great battlefield of Gettysburg flashes with the
instant vision of the lonely figure of Lincoln, whose immortal words dominate this scene.
No monument has been or can be erected here so noble and enduring as that simple
address which has become a part of this place. Greater than the tribute of granite or
bronze remains that memorable message to the American people. That appeal for the
unity of our people and the perpetuation of the fundamentals of our democracy is as vital
today in our national thinking as it was when Lincoln spoke. Behind him were the 70
years of national experience that had passed between himself and Washington. His words
from their span of the past rang with courage and assurance for the future. Though no
President has been so beset, though no time in our history has been so dark, though never
have strong men been so affected with doubts, yet in the midst of all that turmoil he
found strength to lift his head above the clouds and proclaim that vision which the
passing years have so fully confirmed.

Today nearly 70 years have passed since Lincoln spoke. Ours is a new day and ours
new problems of the Republic. There are times when these problems loom ominous and
their solution difficult. Yet great as our difficulties may sometimes seem, we would be of
little courage if in our concerns we had less of faith than Lincoln had in his far greater
task.

Lincoln's counsels sounded strangely when spoken in the midst of war. His was the
call of moderation. Our history would be even brighter than it is if his predecessors and
his contemporaries had spoken as temperately as he, if they had been moved by charity
toward all, by malice toward none.

We shall be wise to ponder here what precious wealth of human life might have been
preserved, what rivers of tears might never have flowed, what anguish of souls need
never have been, what spiritual division of our people might have been avoided, if only
our leadership had always been tempered by the moderation and calm vision of Lincoln.
Since his day reason has not always ruled instead of passion, knowledge has not always
been sought instead of reliance upon improvised conjecture, patience has not ever
delayed the impetuous feet of reckless ambition, quiet negotiation has not always
replaced the clamor of the hustings, prudent common counsel has not invariably
overcome the allurements of demagogic folly, good will has not always won the day over
cynicism and vainglory. Yet the ideals which he inspired have served to mould our
national life and have brought in time great spiritual unity. His words have poured their
blessings of restraint and inspiration upon each new generation.

In the weaving of our destiny, the pattern may change, yet the woof and warp of our
weaving must be those inspired ideals of unity, of ordered liberty, of equality of
opportunity, of popular government, and of peace to which this Nation was dedicated.
Whatever the terms may be in which we enunciate these great ideals, whatever the new
conditions to which we apply them, they must be held eternally valid. The common
striving for these ideals, our common heritage as Americans, and the infinite web of



national sentiment — these are the things that have made us a great nation, that have
created a solidarity in a great people unparalleled in all human history.

The weaving of freedom is and always will be a struggle of law against lawlessness,
of individual liberty against domination, of unity against sectionalism, of truth and
honesty against demagoguery and misleading, of peace against fear and conflict. In the
forming of this pattern, the abuse of politics often muddies the stream of constructive
thought and dams back the flow of well-considered action.

In the solution of the problems of our times we have some new lamps to guide us.
The light of science has revealed to us a new understanding of forces and a myriad of
instruments of physical ease and comfort to add to the joy of life. The growth of
communications, of education, of the press, have made possible a new unity of thought
and purpose. But the light that guides our souls remains the same as that whereby our
fathers were led. It is the store of knowledge, the great inspirations of men's souls, the
ideals which they carry forward, that have lifted the Nation to ever greater heights.

The Union has become not merely a physical union of States, but rather is a spiritual
union in common ideals of our people. Within it is room for every variety of opinion,
every possibility of experiment in social progress. Out of such variety comes growth, but
only if we preserve and maintain our spiritual solidarity.

The things of the spirit alone persist. It is in that field that the Nation makes its
lasting progress. To cherish religious faith and the tolerance of all faiths; to reflect into
every aspect of public life the spirit of charity, the practice of forbearance, and the
restraint of passion while reason seeks the way; to lay aside blind prejudice and follow
knowledge together; to pursue diligently the common welfare and find within its
boundaries our private benefit; to enlarge the borders of opportunity for all and find our
own within them; to enhance the greatness of the Nation and thereby find for ourselves
an individual distinction; to face with courage and confident expectation the task set
before us, these are the paths of true glory for this Nation. They will lead us to a life more
abounding, richer in satisfactions, more enduring in its achievements, more precious in its
bequest to our children — a life not merely of conflict but filled with the joy of creative
action.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. at memorial ceremonies on Cemetery Hill. The address
was carried over national radio networks.
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Exchange of Messages With Albert,

King of the Belgians, on Memorial Day
May 30, 1930

[Released May 30, 1930. Dated May 29, 1930]

I WISH to extend to Your Majesty, on behalf of the people of the United States and in
my own name, sincerest thanks for your gracious message transmitted to me on the

occasion of Memorial Day.
HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The President's message was in response to a message from King Albert, dated May 29,
1930, which read as follows:
On the thirtieth of May the American graves in Belgium will be once more strewn with
flowers as every Belgian heart throbs with the vivid remembrance of those who fell in our defense.
The Belgian people and myself, uniting in the same solemn thought, wish again to express to
the American Nation, on this day commemorative of sorrow and of glory, our profound gratitude,
our unalterable friendship and our sincere admiration.

ALBERT
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Message to the Senate Transmitting a Report on

Foreign Protests Against the Proposed Tariff Legislation
June 3, 1930

To the Senate:

In response to the Senate's resolution of May 26, 1930, | transmit herewith a report
by the Acting Secretary of State furnishing a copy of Volume XVIII of the hearings
before the Committee on Finance, in which appears in printed form copies of all
communications with regard to the present tariff readjustment received from foreign
governments up to September 5, 1929, and copies of communications received since
September 5, 1929. The volume inclosed has been prepared from copies of
communications forwarded to the chairman of the Committee on Finance by the
Secretary of State.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
June 3, 1930.

NOTE: The resolution referred to was Senate Resolution 278, sponsored by Senator EImer Thomas
of Oklahoma. The other documents were: Senate Finance Committee, "Hearings on the Tariff Act
of 1929" (71st Cong., 1st sess., 1929); U.S. State Department, “List of Communications Received
Since September 5, 1929"; and copies of communications received since September 5, 1929. The
latter were not published in a Senate document but some of them were printed in the Congressional
Record for June 9, 1930.
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The President's News Conference of
June 3, 1930

SPANISH WAR VETERANS' PENSIONS

THE PRESIDENT. I have had a number of questions about the veto yesterday — or
overriding the veto.

| favored a liberalizing of the Spanish War veterans' pensions, because they have not
been on a parity with the other services. But even yet | have not changed my opinion that
it should have been worked out in a way that rich and well-to-do people with substantial
incomes should not draw pensions from this Government. | made no suggestion at any
time of a pauper provision against veterans, or anything akin to it.

I do not believe yet that we should alter the principles which have been held for Civil
War veterans all of these 70 years, providing for the 90-day requirement of service.

And further than that, | do not believe yet that it is right to change our national policy
and to call on the Nation to pay disability allowances to men who have or who may
tomorrow destroy their health through vicious habits. And I have received a very large
number of communications from veterans throughout the country supporting those views.

That is the only subject on which I have any questions.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and fifteenth news conference was held in the White
House at 12 noon on Tuesday, June 3, 1930.

On the same day, the White House also issued a text of the President's statement on the
Spanish War veterans' pensions (see Item 174).
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Statement on Spanish War Veterans' Pensions
June 3, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"l favored a liberalizing of the Spanish War veterans' pensions because they have not
been on a parity with other services, but | have not changed my opinion that it should
have been worked out in such a way that rich men, or men having substantial incomes,
should not draw pensions from the Government. | have made no suggestion at any time
of a pauper provision against veterans or anything akin thereto.

"I do not believe we should alter the principles which have been held for Civil War
veterans all these 70 years, requiring that men claiming Pensions should have at least 90-
days' service.

"Further than this, I do not believe it is right to change our national policy and to call
upon the Nation to pay disability allowances to men who have or who may tomorrow
destroy their health by vicious habits.

"I have received numerous communications from veterans supporting these views."

NOTE: The President vetoed the Spanish War veterans' pension bill on May 28, 1930. On June 2,
the Congress voted to override the President's veto.
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Message to King George V of Great Britain Offering Birthday Greetings
June 3, 1930

ON BEHALF of my fellow countrymen and in my own name, | take especial pleasure in
extending to Your Majesty hearty greetings of friendship and good will on this birthday.
May Your Majesty be blest with health and happiness for many years to come.

HERBERT HOOVER

[His Majesty King George V, London, England]
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The President's News Conference of
June 6, 1930

UNITED STATES SHIPPING BOARD

THE PRESIDENT. Some questions have been up before the Shipping Board and the
administration for the last year in respect to the sale of some of the transatlantic shipping
lines, and in order to determine what course should be pursued | have asked the Shipping
Board, or have sent to the Shipping Board today a suggestion that | would appoint some
outstanding men to investigate the whole of the questions involved and advise on it. | will
give to you a copy of the letter to the Board, which explains itself.

And today | have sent Mr. [Edward C.] Plummer's name up for reappointment on the
Board.

NAVY SELECTION BOARD

And | have approved the recommendation of the Navy Selection Board for eight
admirals, and various captains and commanders, a list of which will be given to you.
I have no other news than that.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and sixteenth news conference was held in the White
House at 4 p.m. on Friday, June 6, 1930.

On the same day, the White House issued the list of the Navy Selection Board
recommendations.

For the text of the President's letter to the Chairman of the United States Shipping Board, see
Item 177.
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Letter to the Chairman of the United States Shipping Board Proposing

a Committee To Review Policies in Merchant Marine Organization
June 6, 1930

My dear Mr. Chairman:

The Board has had under consideration the bids for disposal of the Black Diamond
and Cosmopolitan Lines. I understand it has also before it proposals which would lead to
the lending of some $60,000,000 of federal funds to the United States Line for new ship
construction.

I have received many representations pro and con upon the merits of rival bids and
protests at the character of ships which it is proposed to construct under government
loans. The disposal of these questions will have a profound effect upon the future of our
Merchant Marine and upon the policies involved therein. Obviously | cannot personally
pass judgment upon highly controversial questions.

While Congress has provided no authority to the President over the policies of the
Shipping Board, yet these matters are of great importance to the future of the Merchant
Marine, in which | am deeply interested. | propose, therefore, to appoint a committee of
outstanding men who would review these questions and advise upon them, and on the
broader policies in merchant marine organization. If the Board finds itself in agreement
with this proposal it would be necessary to withhold action in the disposal of these
questions.

I do not believe that more than sixty days would be involved in such an inquiry, and
I hope the Board would feel that it would be valuable to all parties and to the Board itself
to have such an independent report.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Honorable T. V. O'Connor, Chairman, U.S. Shipping Board, Washington, D.C.]
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Message to Norwegian-Americans on the 25th Anniversary of the Independence of
Norway

June 6, 1930

[Released June 6, 1930. Dated May 27, 1930]

My dear Mr. Olav:

I am glad to express through the Nordisk Tidende to all Americans of Norwegian
origin my congratulations upon their celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
independent life of the land of their origin and my deep appreciation of the contribution
made by the Norwegian people to the life and thought and progress of this country.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. Hans Olav, Managing Editor, The Nordisk Tidende, 4808 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, New
York ]
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Veto of a Bill Concerning Title to Malheur and Harney Lakes in Oregon
June 6, 1930

To The House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith the bill H.R. 1198, without approval. | attach hereto a
statement from the Attorney General stating the reasons therefore.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
June 6, 1930.

NOTE: The House of Representatives referred the veto message to the Judiciary Committee, and
no further action was taken.

The text of Attorney General William D. Mitchell's letter, dated June 6, 1930, follows:

My dear Mr. President:

I have the honor herewith to return H.R. 1198, a bill “To authorize the United States to be
made a party defendant in any suit or action which may be commenced by the State of Oregon in
the United States District Court for the District of Oregon, for the determination of the title to all or
any of the lands constituting the beds of Malheur and Harney Lakes in Harney County, Oregon, and
lands riparian thereto, and to all or any of the waters of said lakes and their tributaries, together
with the right to control the use thereof, authorizing all persons claiming to have an interest in said
land, water, or the use thereof to be made parties or to intervene in said suit or action, and
conferring jurisdiction on the United States courts over such cause."

I recommend that this bill be disapproved.

There appears to be a controversy between the State of Oregon and the United States as to
whether these lakes are navigable. If navigable the title to the beds was vested in the State upon its
admission to the Union. If non-navigable, the title to the beds of the lakes remained in the United
States and is still the property of the United States unless it has passed to grantees of the United
States. Lands adjacent to the lakes formerly constituting part of the public domain have been
patented by the United States to various individuals. These patentees claim that the lakes are non-
navigable and that the title did not pass to the State upon its admission to the Union. They also
contend that patents issued by the United States carry title to the beds of the lakes. There isa
controversy between these patentees and the United States and between patentees and the State.
The purpose of this bill seems to be to provide a tribunal by which all the parties to this three-
cornered controversy may have their rights determined in one suit.

The bill purports to confer jurisdiction on the United States District Court to entertain a
controversy between a state and its own citizens for the decision of questions as to riparian rights
and as to rights in the waters of these lakes which are local in character and are to be determined by
local law. The constitutional jurisdiction of the federal courts does not include such a controversy,
and it is doubtful, to say the least, whether such jurisdiction would be constitutionally conferred
upon the district courts by this act.

The bill provides that the suit may be instituted by the State of Oregon. It also provides that
once the suit is instituted persons claiming interests in the lands and who may not have been made
parties defendant by the State may intervene and in effect became plaintiffs against the State,
asserting claims against it. The effect of the initiation of the suit by the State would therefore be to
subject it to what amounts to suits by intervening plaintiffs. The effect of the institution of the suit
by the Attorney General of Oregon would be to waive the sovereign immunity of the State to suits
by interveners. My attention has not been called to any statute of the State of Oregon which clearly
authorizes the Attorney General of that State on behalf of the State to waive its sovereign immunity
in this way, and the question exists whether state legislation may not be necessary to make this act
effective.

There is still another objection to the bill and that is that it turns over to the State the initiative
and conduct of litigation involving water rights and public lands in which the United States is
interested. | know of no reason why that should be done. It has not been the practice of the past,
and if the principle of this bill is adopted it would result in legislation applicable to other cases
turning over to others the initiative and conduct of suits involving controversies over riparian rights
and water rights in which the United States is interested. Tribunals already exist having jurisdiction
to determine these controversies. The Supreme Court of the United States has jurisdiction to
entertain suit by the United States against the State of Oregon to try the title to the beds of these



lakes and to determine whether they are navigable and whether the title passed to the State upon its
admission to the Union. The United States District Court also has jurisdiction to entertain suit by
the United States against individuals holding under patents from the United States and which would
determine whether any part of the beds of the streams passed to the patentees if the lakes are non-
navigable. There might be some advantage if a tribunal existed in which all of the parties might
appear in one suit, but because of these questions as to the validity and effect of this bill, instead of
avoiding confusion and simplifying litigation this bill if it becomes a law would raise new
controversies and increase the confusion. If the existing facts are such as to show a substantial
controversy over these matters, the proper course in my opinion is for the United States to bring a
suit against the State of Oregon in the Supreme Court to try the question as to navigability. Even
though the individual patentees or others claiming an interest in the beds of the lakes or in the
waters thereof are not parties to such a suit, the practical effect of the decision of the Supreme
Court would be to settle the question of navigability. So far as the controversy between the
patentees and the United States is concerned, following the determination of such a suit in the
Supreme Court or pending it, suit could be brought in the United States District Court against the
individuals involved. The wise course for all concerned is to disapprove this bill and leave initiation
of the litigation to the United States and let it be determined in tribunals which now have
jurisdiction.

Respectfully,

WILLIAM D. MITCHELL
Attorney General

[The President, The White House]
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Message of Welcome to Julio Prestes, President-Elect of Brazil
June 9, 1930

I HAVE just received your gracious message and hasten to assure you that | shall be
indeed happy to welcome you to the United States where your visit is looked forward to
with great pleasure by my countrymen and myself.

HERBERT HOOVER

[His Excellency, Dr. Julio Prestes, President-elect of Brazil, Steamship Almirante Jaceguay]



181
Message to the Congress Recommending

an Appropriation for the Department of State
June 9, 1930

To the Congress of the United States:

I commend to the favorable consideration of the Congress the inclosed report from
the Secretary of State, to the end that legislation may be enacted to authorize an
appropriation of not exceeding $44,446.05 for the payment of interest on funds
represented by drafts drawn on the Secretary of State by the American Embassy in
Petrograd and the American Embassy in Constantinople and transfers which the embassy
at Constantinople undertook to make by cable communications to the Secretary of State
between December 23, 1915, and April 21, 1917, in connection with the representation
by the embassy of the interests of certain foreign governments and their nationals.

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
June 9, 1930.

NOTE: The message and accompanying report are printed as Senate Document 163
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
June 10, 1930

FEDERAL POWER COMMISSION LEGISLATION

THE PRESIDENT. I have a question on the legislation affecting the Federal Power
Commission.! I am very much gratified that this legislation has advanced to the point of
being passed by both Houses. There is some little different between the two bills, which
will require to be planned out in conference, but it is a most important step, and rendered
necessary by the fact that the work and burden of the Power commission has become
entirely too great for administration by three Cabinet officers who have many other duties
and troubles. The establishment of the Commission on an independent and fixed basis
with its own Commissioners not only will allow the back work to be caught up but a
better administration of the Water Power Act. And possibly more important, it furnishes
the foundation for consideration of the many problems growing out of conservation and
dealing generally with the Federal Government's relation to waterpower. | regard it as a
very important administrative step.

CIVIL WAR VETERANS' PENSION BILL

I have also been glad to sign this morning two other bills of importance — one for the
Civil War veterans,? signed last night as a matter of fact — giving an increase in allowance
there for totally disabled veterans, those that require constant attention and care, and for
some little increase in pensions to widows. Both of them I think will commend
themselves to the country in general. As far as the Civil War veterans are concerned they
theoretically have only 3 years more to last.

That bill does not vary the previous practice of the Government in any respect in
dealing with pension questions.

PERISHABLE AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES ACT

Another rather important measure this morning is the new marketing act for
licensing dealers in perishable commodities,® in order to prevent interfering practices in
dealing with perishables. It is a very important agricultural bill. | have advocated it for
some years. It has been supported by the great majority of the commission men and
dealers in agricultural perishables, as well as the agricultural organizations of the country.

It is a very important step in protection both to the farmer and to the honest dealer
and to the consumer. It has not had a great deal of public attention, but it is a notable
accomplishment.

TEXTILE FOUNDATION BILL

Q. Mr. President, also did you sign the textile bill this morning?

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, | have signed the bill on the Textile Foundation.* That bill
originates in the war organization of the Textile Alliance, as | recollect, which operations
made profits during the war, which should be set aside for some sort of educational or
scientific purpose. I think it is 5 years ago since | first recommended to Congress that that
should be established as a definite foundation for that purpose and set up under an
independent Board of Trustees with some representation from the Government, purely for
research and educational purposes connected with the development of the textile industry.
| have not as yet had a return on the amount available, but I think it is $1,400,000. Do
you know what it is?

Q. No, Mr. President, | do not.

THE PRESIDENT. It may form a nucleus for collecting further funds for that
purpose, all of which represents a useful step in the development of scientific research in
connection with industry.



It is more or less a monument to the fact that if you keep after things long enough
you will get them done in time. It has been a long process.
That is all I have this morning except bridge bills, of which we have the usual

supply.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and seventeenth news conference was held in the White
House at 12 noon on Tuesday, June 10, 1930.

! The act to reorganize the Federal Power Commission (S. 3619) was approved on June 23, 1930 (Public, No.
412, 46 Stat. 797)

2 The Civil War Veterans Act (H.R. 12013), approved June 9, 1930, is Public, No. 323 (46 Stat. 529).
® The Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act, 1930 (S. 108) is Public, No. 325 (46 Stat.531.)

* The Textile Foundation Act (H.R. 9557), approved June 10, 1930, is Public, No. 329 (46 Stat. 539).
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The President's News Conference of
June 13, 1930

LONDON NAVAL TREATY

THE PRESIDENT. I have a number of inquiries about the treaty and some phases of it,
so | have some remarks to make on it. We will get this mimeographed for you so you will
have it right.

The real issue in the treaty is whether we shall stop competitive naval building with
all the destruction and the dangers to international good will that the continuation of that
course implies; whether we shall spend an enormous sum in such a race in an endeavor to
catch up with our competitors, with no assurance that we will be successful; and whether
the present agreement gives us a substantial parity and a proportionate strength, and
therefore, together with our army, gives us absolute defensive power; and whether it
accomplishes this by an agreement which makes for good will, for decrease in naval
armament of the world, and puts our program of naval renewals and cruiser construction
at a cost far less than would otherwise be required.

As you know, the treaty revises the battleship program of the Washington Treaty in
such a fashion that we reduce the total battleship tonnage of the world by 230,000 tons.
The United States scraps three battleships, the British five, and Japan one, and postpones
the enormous expenditure for renewals under the Washington Treaty until after 1936. We
thus attain parity in the battle fleet now instead of 10 years hence. We accomplish that
without building a single ship.

Now, the aircraft carriers, and the destroyers, and submarine programs of the treaty
are fair, and they have not been subject to any particular criticism. The program of the
treaty does represent a decrease in destroyer and submarine strength.

And against the great battleship saving our cruiser program increases from 300,000
tons to 320,000 tons. The point at issue in the cruiser program is whether or not we
should have 30,000 tons more of cruisers with 8-inch guns or 38,500 tons with 6-inch
guns as provided in the treaty. On the merits or demerits of these alternatives as to this
very small part of the fleet of about 1,125,000 tons, our naval advisers are sharply
divided.

The Senate, through two of its Members upon the delegation, has had practical
participation in every step in the making of the treaty, and there is not one scintilla of
agreement or obligation of any character outside the treaty itself. That to me seems to be
the major issue in connection with the treaty.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATIONS

I have no other questions except one on the District appropriations, and | anticipate
that the committees will be able to find some solution without stopping the works of the
District.

THE PORTER BILL

Q. Mr. President, did you sign the Porter bill?
THE PRESIDENT. I have not done so yet. It has not come in yet, but I will when it
arrives.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and eighteenth news conference was held in the White
House at 4 p.m. on Friday, June 13, 1930.

On the same day, the White House also issued a text of the President's statement on the Treaty
for the Limitation and Reduction of Naval Armament (see Item 184).

The Porter bill (H.R. 11143), a measure to establish a Bureau of Narcotics in the Treasury
Department, was introduced by Representative Stephen G. Porter. The bill, approved by the
President on June 14, 1930, is Public, No. 357 (46 Stat. 585).
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Statement on the Treaty for the Limitation

and Reduction of Naval Armament
June 13, 1930

THE PRESIDENT said:

"The real issue in the treaty is whether we shall stop competitive naval building with
all the destruction and dangers to international good will which continuation on these
courses implies; whether we shall spend an enormous sum in such a race to catch up with
competitors, with no assurance that we will reach parity and proportionate strength even
with such an expenditure; and whether the present agreement gives us a substantial parity
and proportionate strength and therefore with our army absolute defensive power; and
accomplishes this by an agreement which makes for good will, for decrease in the naval
armament of the world, and puts our program of naval renewals and cruiser construction
at a cost far less than would otherwise be required.

"The treaty revises the battleship program of the Washington Arms Conference in
such a fashion that we reduce the battleship tonnage of the world by 230,230 tons, in
which the United States scraps three battleships, Great Britain five battleships, Japan one
battleship, and in addition to this, postpones the enormous construction program of the
Washington Arms Treaty until after 1936. We attain parity of our battleship fleets almost
at once instead of 10 years hence. We accomplish it without building a single new ship.
The aircraft, destroyer, and submarine programs of the treaty are fair and meet with
substantially no criticism and represent a decrease in destroyers and submarines.

"Against the great battleship saving our cruiser program increases from 300,000 tons
to 320,000 tons. The point at issue in the cruiser program is whether or not we should
have 30,000 tons more of cruisers with 8-inch guns advocated by the Navy Board, or
38,500 tons with 6-inch guns provided by this treaty. Upon the merits or demerits of
these alternatives as to this very small part of the fleet of about 1,125,000 tons, our naval
advisers are sharply divided.

"The Senate, through two of its Members upon the delegation, has had a practical
participation in every step in the making of the treaty. There is not one scintilla of
agreement or obligation of any character outside the treaty itself."

NOTE: On June 12, 1930, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, claiming concern about secret
understandings, sent a resolution (S. Res. 320) to the President and the Secretary of State declaring
the right to see all pertinent papers relating to negotiations on the treaty.

See also Item 230.



185
Remarks Welcoming President-Elect Julio Prestes of Brazil
June 14, 1930

Mr. President-elect:

It gives me the greatest possible pleasure to welcome Your Excellency on this
occasion and to express to you my profound appreciation of the signal honor which you,
through your visit, are conferring upon the Government and people of the United States.
Your presence is but another evidence of that sincere and uninterrupted friendship which
has always linked our countries together so that it can truly be described as traditional. It
is, therefore, an especial privilege for me to be able this evening to convey to you and the
Brazilian nation a message of cordiality and esteem from the sister republic of the north.

The friendly relations to which | have just alluded are the natural outgrowth of the
traditions and ideals which our two nations hold in common. Firm believers in
democracy, they are successfully upholding within their borders the principles of self-
government. In their relations with the other nations of the world they are animated by a
desire to maintain amity and, through loyal efforts, to further the cause of peace.

In other respects also, sir, your nation is viewed with sympathetic admiration by my
countrymen. Your people are conquering the wilderness and are bringing to the markets
of the world the fruits of their labor. The inexhaustible riches of your great country,
which are contributing so effectively to the comfort and progress of mankind, offer a
marvelous field of activity to the industry of your people. One need not be a prophet to
say that the future of Brazil is one of unlimited possibilities.

To the life of this great nation, sir, you have been for many years contributing your
patriotic endeavors. Your field of activity has been broad and comprehensive, earning
thereby the confidence and affection of the Brazilian nation, which has rewarded you
with the supreme honor that a republic can bestow on one of its sons. In your long and
honorable public career you have served in the legislatures of your native state and of the
Federal Government, and you have discharged the duties of Chief Executive of the great
State of Sao Paulo. The wide experience you have gained will contribute greatly to the
welfare and prosperity of your country.

I cannot, Mr. President-elect, permit this opportunity to pass without referring to my
delightful visit to your country. Particularly do | wish to mention the cordiality of the
reception that was accorded to me in your beautiful capital. | was particularly impressed,
sir, with the spontaneity of that reception and the evidences of sincere and unaffected
friendship for the United States which greeted me on every side. It is no exaggeration to
say that the impression of that friendship which | carried away with me will always
remain in my memory as a living evidence of the sentiments which the people of Brazil
cherish towards the people of the United States, and which | hardly need assure Your
Excellency are sincerely and heartily reciprocated by them.

As | have said, Mr. President-elect, it is a great pleasure for me to extend to you a
most cordial and heartfelt welcome on the part of the Government and the people of the
United States. It is my earnest hope that your visit here will be as pleasant as was my own
visit to Brazil, and | should be most happy if you felt when you leave us some measure of
the satisfaction with which I myself look back on my experience in your country.
Nothing contributes so much to better understanding between peoples and a closer
cooperation between nations which have common ideals and common purposes as
personal contacts and friendships between individuals, and it is peculiarly gratifying to us
that we have this opportunity to have you with us. Mrs. Hoover, who is greatly
disappointed that she has not been able to have the pleasure of welcoming you here, joins
me in extending to you our best wishes for your personal welfare and happiness and for
the success of your administration. Permit me also to express the hope that Senhora
Prestes will soon be fully restored to health. It was a keen disappointment to us that she
was unable to accompany Your Excellency here.

I am personally very happy, Mr. Ambassador, to have been able to enjoy your
hospitality this evening, and | appreciate deeply the courtesy which you have shown me.



NOTE: The President spoke at a dinner given by Brazilian Ambassador S. Gurgel do Amaral at the
Pan American Union Building. His remarks were broadcast over the national radio networks.
A translation of President-elect Prestes' remarks follow:

Mr. President:

I thank Your Excellency for the magnificent and hearty manifestations which, together with
my compatriots, | am receiving from the Government and the people of the United States, and the
echo of which arouses enthusiasm in the heart of the Brazilian nation which I have the honor to
represent.

The distinction of the visit which Your Excellency conferred on Brazil, on your voyage
around South America, as President-elect of the great American nation, giving new vigor to, and
linking ever more closely the sentiments of our mutual esteem, demanded a reciprocal recognition.

Recognized and proclaimed President-elect of the Republic of the United States of Brazil, my
first care was to carry out this duty imposed by an old and uninterrupted friendship, the records of
which go back far beyond the secular span of our independence. The cordiality between our
countries and between our citizens does not stand in need of solemn assurances, and by its
irresistible affinity rises high above the conventional rules governing international agreements.

Independent of treaties, the bonds of a friendship such as this will endure forever, because it
has been handed down from generation to generation and has been stimulated and perfected by a
common understanding of the true interests of our people, through the beneficent action of their
statesmen, for the advantage of human civilization and for the greater security of liberty and peace.

The work of the statesmen who called into being, and of those who have ever since been
improving the political organization and the mechanism of the administration of the great North
American Republic, goes far beyond the bounds of nationality and displays in the splendor of its
greatness the marvelous ideal of those flashes of genius which honor and ennoble mankind.

The civilization of America is the greatest assertion of the intelligence and the capacity of a
people and constitutes for this very reason the most important accomplishment of this century, for
throughout its incredible and dizzying growth, the United States are bringing into perfection the
organization of society and of work which it sustains and defends, removed from struggle, with
order and within the confines of law and justice.

The word energy seems to have been devised to express and define American life in all its
aspects even unto its most spiritual manifestations, even when it appears as moral energy,
irradiating courage, altruism, and human fellowship, asserting its civilization by deeds of daring
and actions of good will, of confidence and of faith in the destiny of man, in peace, in liberty, and
in the justice of nations.

Beyond the moral ties which bind our countries, we foresee, following natural sequences, in
the development of our commercial intercourse, the most important element for progress and
prosperity of the continent.

Through diversity of their climates and of their products there has been reserved to our
countries the mission of collaborating with each other, especially now when science in the service
of humanity shortens distances and industrializes the resources of the world, thus creating new
sources of production and wealth and assuring to mankind greater well being and worthier
livelihood.

My wishes, and the wishes of my country, are for the personal happiness of Your Excellency,
for the complete reestablishment of the health of Mrs. Hoover, to whom | bring heartfelt greetings
from every Brazilian woman, and for the increasing splendor of the great country whose destiny
Providence has confided to your patriotism.
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Message to the Hall of Fame Ceremonies Honoring Harriet Beecher Stowe
June 14, 1930

[Released June 14, 1930. Dated June 10, 1930]

I SEND my cordial greetings to the colored citizens at their service at the Hall of Fame in
honor of the 119th birthday anniversary of Harriet Beecher Stowe. Her name will be ever
memorable as humanitarian, ardent advocate of every cause of liberation of the spirit of
man, and friend of the colored race.

HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message, sent to Cleveland G. Allen, 316 W. 138th St., New York City, was read to an
assembly gathered before a statue of Harriet Beecher Stowe in the Hall of Fame at New York
University.

Mrs. Stowe was an author and philanthropist, famous for her book, Uncle Tom's Cabin.
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White House Statement on the New Jersey Republican Primary
June 15, 1930

PROTESTS HAVE BEEN received from supporters of Congressman Fort and ex-Senator
Frelinghuysen in respect to Senator Baird's reported statement. Several weeks ago a
statement was made from the White House that the President has taken no part as
between Republican candidates in New Jersey or in the primaries of any other State. That
still holds good. This is also in accord with the expressed wish of each of the candidates.

NOTE: On June 14, 1930, Senator David Baird, Jr., issued a statement saying that Dwight W.
Morrow, Ambassador to Mexico, was President Hoover's choice for Senator from New Jersey. The
primary contest candidates for Senator were Ambassador Morrow, Congressman Franklin W. Fort,
and ex-Senator Joseph S. Frelinghuysen.
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Statement on the Tariff Bill
June 16, 1930

[Released June 16, 1930. Dated June 15; 1930]

I SHALL approve the tariff bill. This legislation has now been under almost continuous
consideration by Congress for nearly 15 months. It was undertaken as the result of
pledges given by the Republican Party at Kansas City. Its declarations embraced these
obligations:

"The Republican Party believes that the home market built up under the protective
policy belongs to the American farmer, and it pledges its support of legislation which will
give this market to him to the full extent of his ability to supply it.. ..

"There are certain industries which cannot now successfully compete with foreign
producers because of lower foreign wages and a lower cost of living abroad, and we
pledge the next Republican Congress to an examination and where necessary a revision
of these schedules to the end that the American labor in these industries may again
command the home market, may maintain its standard of living, and may count upon
steady employment in its accustomed field."

Platform promises must not be empty gestures. In my message of April 16, 1929, to
the special session of the Congress | accordingly recommended an increase in agricultural
protection; a limited revision of other schedules to take care of the economic changes
necessitating increases or decreases since the enactment of the 1922 law, and | further
recommended a reorganization both of the Tariff Commission and of the method of
executing the flexible provisions.

A statistical estimate of the bill by the Tariff Commission shows that the average
duties collected under the 1922 law were about 13.8 percent of the value of all imports,
both free and dutiable, while if the new law had been applied it would have increased this
percentage to about 16.0 percent.

This compares with the average level of the tariff under:

The McKinley law of 23.0%

The Wilson law of 20.9%

The Dingley law of 25.8%

The Payne-Aldrich law of 19.3%

The Fordney-McCumber law of 13.83%

Under the Underwood law of 1913 the amounts were disturbed by war conditions
varying 6 percent to 14.8 percent.

The proportion of imports which will be free of duty under the new law is estimated
at from 61 to 63 percent. This compares with averages under:

The McKinley law of 52.4%

The Wilson law of 49.4%

The Dingley law of 45.2%

The Payne-Aldrich law of 52.5%

The Fordney-McCumber law of 63.8%

Under the Underwood law of 1913 disturbed conditions varied the free list from 60
percent to 73 percent averaging 66.3 percent.

The increases in tariff are largely directed to the interest of the farmer. Of the
increases, it is stated by the Tariff Commission that 93.73 percent are upon products of
agricultural origin measured in value, as distinguished from 6.25 percent upon
commodities of strictly nonagricultural origin. The average rate upon agricultural raw
materials shows an increase from 38.10 percent to 48.92 percent in contrast to dutiable
articles of strictly other than agricultural origin which show an average increase of from



31.02 percent to 34.31 percent. Compensatory duties have necessarily been given on
products manufactured from agricultural raw materials and protective rates added to these
in some instances.

The extent of rate revision as indicated by the Tariff Commission is that in value of
the total imports the duties upon approximately 22.5 percent have been increased, and
77.5 percent were untouched or decreased. By number of the dutiable items mentioned in
the bill, out of the total of about 3,300, there were about 890 increased, 235 decreased,
and 2,170 untouched. The number of items increased was, therefore, 27 percent of all
dutiable items, and compares with 83 percent of the number of items which were
increased in the 1922 revision.

This tariff law is like all other tariff legislation, whether framed primarily .upon a
protective or a revenue basis. It contains many compromises between sectional interests
and between different industries. No tariff bill has ever been enacted or ever will be
enacted under the present system that will be perfect. A large portion of the items are
always adjusted with good judgment, but it is bound to contain some inequalities and
inequitable compromises. There are items upon which duties will prove too high and
others upon which duties will prove to be too low.

Certainly no President, with his other duties, can pretend to make that exhaustive
determination of the complex facts which surround each of those 3,300 items, and which
has required the attention of hundreds of men in Congress for nearly a year and a third.
That responsibility must rest upon the Congress in a legislative rate revision.

On the administrative side | have insisted, however, that there should be created a
new basis for the flexible tariff and it has been incorporated in this law. Thereby the
means are established for objective and judicial review of these rates upon principles laid
down by the Congress, free from pressures inherent in legislative action. Thus, the
outstanding step of this tariff legislation has been the reorganization of the largely
inoperative flexible provision of 1922 into a form which should render it possible to
secure prompt and scientific adjustment of serious inequities and inequalities which may
prove to have been incorporated in the bill.

This new provision has even a larger importance. If a perfect tariff bill were enacted
today, the increased rapidity of economic change and the constant shifting of our
relations to industries abroad will create a continuous stream of items which would work
hardship upon some segment of the American people except for the provision of this
relief. Without a workable flexible provision we would require even more frequent
congressional tariff revision than during the past. With it the country should be freed
from further general revision for many years to come. Congressional revisions are not
only disturbing to business but with all their necessary collateral surroundings in lobbies,
log rolling, and the activities of group interests, are disturbing to public confidence.

Under the old flexible provisions, the task of adjustment was imposed directly upon
the President, and the limitations in the law which circumscribed it were such that action
was long delayed and it was largely inoperative, although important benefits were
brought to the dairying, flax, glass, and other industries through it.

The new flexible provision established the responsibility for revisions upon a
reorganized Tariff Commission, composed of members equal of both parties as a definite
rate making body acting through semi-judicial methods of open hearings and
investigation by which items can be taken up one by one upon direction or upon
application of aggrieved parties. Recommendations are to be made to the President, he
being given authority to promulgate or veto the conclusions of the Commission. Such
revision can be accomplished without disturbance to business, as they concern but one
item at a time, and the principles laid down assure a protective basis.

The principle of a protective tariff for the benefit of labor, industry, and the farmer is
established in the bill by the requirement that the Commission shall adjust the rates so as
to cover the differences in cost of production at home and abroad, and it is authorized to
increase or decrease the duties by 50 percent to effect this end. The means and methods
of ascertaining such differences by the Commission are provided in such fashion as
should expedite prompt and effective action if grievances develop.



When the flexible principle was first written into law in 1922, by tradition and force
of habit the old conception of legislative revision was so firmly fixed that the innovation
was bound to be used with caution and in a restricted field, even had it not been largely
inoperative for other reasons. Now, however, and particularly after the record of the last
15 months, there is a growing and widespread realization that in this highly complicated
and intricately organized and rapidly shifting modern economic world, the time has come
when a more scientific and businesslike method of tariff revision must be devised.
Toward this the new flexible provision takes a long step.

These provisions meet the repeated demands of statesmen and industrial and
agricultural leaders over the past 25 years. It complies in full degree with the proposals
made 20 years ago by President Roosevelt. It now covers proposals which | urged in
1922.

If, however, by any chance the flexible provisions now made should prove
insufficient for effective action, I shall ask for further authority for the Commission, for I
believe that public opinion will give wholehearted support to the carrying out of such a
program on a generous scale to the end that we may develop a protective system free
from the vices which have characterized every tariff revision in the past.

The complaints from some foreign countries that these duties have been placed
unduly high can be remedied, if justified, by proper application to the Tariff Commission.

It is urgent that the uncertainties in the business world which have been added to by
the long-extended debate of the measure should be ended. They can be ended only by
completion of this bill. Meritorious demands for further protection to agriculture and
labor which have developed since the tariff of 1922 would not end if this bill fails of
enactment. Agitation for legislative tariff revision would necessarily continue before the
country. Nothing would contribute to retard business recovery more than this continued
agitation.

As | have said, | do not assume the rate structure in this or any other tariff bill is
perfect, but | am convinced that the disposal of the whole question is urgent. | believe
that the flexible provisions can within reasonable time remedy inequalities; that this
provision is a progressive advance and gives great hope of taking the tariff away from
politics, lobbying, and log rolling; that the bill gives protection to agriculture for the
market of its products and to several industries in need of such protection for the wage of
their labor; that with returning normal conditions our foreign trade will continue to
expand.

NOTE: On June 17, 1930, the President signed the Tariff Act of 1930
(Public, No. 361, 46 Stat. 590).
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Message to the National Editorial Association
June 16, 1930

[Released June 16, 1930. Dated June 14, 1930]

PLEASE EXPRESS to the forty-fifth annual convention of the National Editorial
Association my cordial greetings and my deep appreciation of the value of their service to
the daily and weekly information of the public and for their leadership in the formation of
public opinion which is so indispensable in the conduct of a democracy.

HERBERT HOOVER
NOTE: The message, sent to L. C. Hall, president of the National Editorial Association, was read at

the opening session of the convention held at the Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee, Wis. It was also
printed in the June 21, 1930, issue of Editor and Publisher.



190

The President's News Conference of
June 17, 1930

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SHIPPING BOARD SALES

THE PRESIDENT. I have a question here as to whether we have completed the members
of the Advisory Committee on Shipping Board Sales. In addition to Mr. [Albert C.]
Dalton, who is already known, we have Mr. Ira Campbell of New York, Mr. Clarence
Woolley, who is the chairman of the American Radiator Company, and whose seat of
business is Detroit — he lives in New York, however, and is a Director of the Federal
Reserve Board — also Mr. E. N. Hurley. There will be two more, but they have not yet
been determined on.

Q. Mr. President, do you mean Mr. Hurley, the former Chairman?

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. | am waiting to hear from Mr. Charles Pease, who was
formerly on the Board, but I do not think his health will permit his doing it.

Q. Will Mr. Hurley be Chairman?

THE PRESIDENT. There has not been any determination of that.

GREAT LAKES RESCUE MISSION

Also I have some telegrams and inquiries both from the press and from individuals
from Ohio with respect to some citizens who disappeared on the lakes yesterday, and
whose boats have been found undamaged, and asking for Government aid in making
proper search I have directed that that should be done.

Q. Mr. President, are the Treasury facilities being used — the Coast Guard?

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, the Coast Guard is. A number of Ohio papers inquired
about that.

TARIFF BILL SIGNING
That is all I have except that the tariff bill will be signed at 12:45.
NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and nineteenth news conference was held in the White

House at 12 noon on Tuesday, June 17, 1930.
The Tariff Act of 1930 (H.R. 2667) is Public, No. 361 (46 Stat. 590).
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White House Statement Supporting the

Senatorial Candidacy of Dwight W. Morrow
June 18, 1930

THE PRESIDENT and the administration will give every support to the Republican
nominee in New Jersey, and the administration has every confidence that Dwight W.
Morrow will be the next United States Senator from New Jersey.

NOTE: As printed above, this item follows the text set forth in a contemporary news account. Mr.
Morrow won the Republican primary election of June 17, 1930.
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Message to the World Power Conference
June 18, 1930

[Released June 18, 1930. Dated June 6, 1930]

I SEND cordial greetings to those present at the "American Hour" of the World Power
Conference in Berlin. The imagination is stirred by the ever-widening field of knowledge
and its practical application in the multiplying instruments of service to mankind.
Civilized society depends in ever increasing degree upon the spirit of inquiry and the
utilization of scientific truth. Those who serve this cause serve the best interests of the
race.

HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message was broadcast over an international radio hookup during a banquet held in
Berlin's Sport Palace.

The World Power Conference, the second of its kind, met in Berlin from June 16 to June 25,
1930. Involved were some 4,500 delegates from 50 nations, who participated in 34 group meetings
and listened to approximately 500 technical papers dealing with electrical power development and
other forms of energy. The American delegation was headed by Oscar C. Merrill, former Executive
Secretary of the Federal Power Commission.
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Letter to the President of the Senate Transmitting Proposed Changes

in the Appropriations for Narcotics and Prohibition Law Enforcement
June 18, 1930

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress draft of a
proposed provision pertaining to an existing appropriation for the Treasury Department
for enforcement of narcotic and national prohibition acts.

The details of this proposed provision pertaining to an existing appropriation, the
necessity therefore, and the reason for its submission at this time are set forth in the letter
of the Director of the Bureau of the gadget transmitted herewith, with whose comments
and observations thereon | concur.

Respectfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
June 18, 1930.

[The President of the Senate]

NOTE: The letter and accompanying papers are printed as Senate Document 181
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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Message to the Senate Transmitting a Report on Foreign Loan Flotations.
June 20, 1930

To the Senate:

I transmit herewith a report by the Secretary of State in response to Senate
Resolution 293 of June 16, 1930, requesting him to inform the Senate "upon what
authorization of law, constitutional or statutory, expressed or implied, does the State
Department base its right either to approve or disapprove investment securities offered
for sale in the money markets of the United States by foreign governments, corporations,
or individuals," and "by what sanction of law, constitutional or statutory, does the State
Department assume the right to direct the action of the Federal Reserve Board or banks
with respect to their lawful powers concerning the business of banking in foreign
countries or the investments of these banks in foreign securities offered in the money
markets of the United States."

HERBERT HOOVER

The White House,
June 20, 1930.

NOTE: The report, entitled "A Report by the Secretary of State Relative to the Sale of Securities by
Foreign Governments in the United States," is printed in Senate Document 183
(71st Cong., 2d sess.).
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The President's News Conference of
June 20, 1930

THE PRESIDENT. I would like to have a little more inspiration from your side on things
| can talk about.

APPOINTMENTS

I have only two questions — regarding the Tariff Commission and the Power
Commission. There will be some changes in the personnel of the Tariff Commission, and
the whole Power Commission, of course, is to be appointed. And | am in hopes of being
able to have all those changes in front of the Senate before they finally leave Washington.

So | am rather short of material to discuss at the present moment.

Q. Could you indicate, Mr. President, how extensive the changes in the Tariff
Commission will be?

THE PRESIDENT. I haven't decided that yet. We will have some changes, but |
haven't decided what they will be.

Q. About the sailfish, Mr. President, is that something new?

THE PRESIDENT. That just came in brand new. It is an unpleasant reminder of
pleasant things.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and twentieth news conference was held in the White
House at 4 p.m. on Friday, June 20, 1930.

As a surprise, Mrs. Hoover had new furnishings installed in the President's office during the
previous evening. A large silver replica of a sailfish appeared on his desk serving as a reminder of
‘pleasant times and pleasant days.
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Remarks on Presenting the Special Gold Medal of the National

Geographic Society to Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd
June 20, 1930

I AM glad to welcome Admiral Byrd back to Washington. | speak not merely for myself
but for the Nation as a whole and for every individual citizen. His contribution to
exploration and scientific research has done honor to his country, and his country takes a
just pride in them and in him. More than that, his daring and courage have thrilled each
one of us individually, because he has proved anew the worth and power and glory of
qualities which we believe are latent in our people. For men of our race to master
extraordinary difficulty, to carry through great adventure, thrills us with pride, with hope,
and with confidence. | sometimes think that this is the greatest value of modern explorers.

I do not minimize the scientific gains of such expeditions, but the human values are
so immediate and so universal in their effect that it may well be that they transcend the
scientific service. Every hidden spot of the Earth's surface remains a challenge to man's
will and ingenuity until it has been conquered. Every conquest of such a difficult goal
adds permanently to mankind's sense of power and security. Great explorers, therefore,
do not merely add to the sum of human knowledge, but also they add immensely to the
sum of human inspiration.

Knowledge, too, has been enriched by Admiral Byrd's expedition. New coasts of the
Antarctic Continent have been mapped and new regions have been explored. Geological
data have been increased, which contribute to our knowledge of the history of the Earth.
New knowledge of magnetic currents and of weather changes has been gained. The store
of the world's knowledge may not be priced in money, for money we make and spend,
but knowledge remains always with the race.

All these achievements are the capstone of a career whose progress Americans have
watched with interest and pride. Admiral Byrd has been first to conquer the difficulties of
reaching the poles by heavier-than-air flying. He has flown the Atlantic Ocean. Success
has followed upon success in his life, and this is the greatest of all.

As with all consistently successful issues, his accomplishments have been built upon
painstaking preparation, foreknowledge of the special problems to be solved, thoughtful
plans to meet them, and infinite patience in preparations, and infinite patience in
execution. He has demonstrated the traits of the born commander — boldness at the right
time, comradeship, those heroic qualities that endear the captain to his men. And he is
beloved by the American people.

I congratulate you, Admiral Byrd, upon your success, upon your safe return to your
country and home and friends, upon your services and the lift you have given to the spirit
of your countrymen. | am happy to present to you this Special Gold Medal of the
National Geographic Society, awarded to you for "the first attainment of the geographical
South Pole by Air . . . and for distinguished contributions to world knowledge of
Antarctica." And | take great pleasure in again introducing you formally to this audience,
seen and unseen, to whom you need no introduction, and to whose hands | now commit
the rendering of those further honors which you so highly deserve.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:30 p.m. in the Washington Auditorium. The
presentation of the medal came at the end of a day of official ovations to Rear Admiral Byrd and
the 42 men who had lived with him in Antarctica and participated in his expedition to the South
Pole.

A reading copy of this item with holograph changes by the President is available for
examination at the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, lowa.
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Message to the National Conference on State Parks
June 20, 1930

[Released June 20, 1930. Dated June 16, 1930]

PLEASE present my cordial greetings to the National Conference on State Parks and my
deep appreciation of their service in the encouragement of the effort that States and
individuals are making to preserve their scenic endowment and to provide the public with
permanent facilities for access to natural beauty and outdoor recreation.

HERBERT HOOVER

NOTE: The message, sent to Herbert Evison, executive secretary, National Conference on State
Parks, Linville, N.C., was read at a meeting off the Conference.
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Letter Congratulating Arthur S. Draper on

His 25th Anniversary as a Journalist
June 21, 1930

[Released June 21, 1930. Dated June 20, 1930]

My dear Mr. Draper:

I am glad to learn that you are completing the twenty-fifth year of your distinguished
service with the New York Tribune and the New York Herald Tribune, and | congratulate
you most cordially upon this anniversary. The success of your career is a signal evidence
of the value of character and high ideals in journalism. | wish you long life and
happiness.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Mr. Arthur Stimson Draper, New York Herald Tribune, New York City]

NOTE: The letter was read at a dinner in the Vanderbilt Hotel given by the editorial staff and other
departments of the New York Herald Tribune.
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Exchange of Messages With President-Elect Prestes

of Brazil on His Departure From the United States
June 23, 1930

[Released June 23, 1930. Dated June 21, 1930]

I HAVE received Your Excellency's farewell message on your departure for your
homeland, and on behalf of the American people and in my own name, | beg to express
to you the keen pleasure and satisfaction we experienced in your most welcome visit.
Your Excellency's short stay with us has clearly demonstrated that the friendship and
good will which has always been in the hearts of the American people is strongly
reciprocated by our sister Republic of South America, and | am confident that your
coming to us will bear rich fruits in a better understanding which will redound to the
prosperity of both countries. | wish for Your Excellency a pleasant voyage and prosperity
manyfold in the administration of your high office, in which I am joined by Mrs. Hoover.

HERBERT HOOVER
[His Excellency, Dr. Julio Prestes, President-elect of Brazil, On board the Steamship Olympic]
NOTE.: A translation of President-elect Prestes' message, dated June 20, 1930, follows:

On my departure from the United States permit me, Your Excellency, to renew to your
Government and through it to the American people, my most cordial thanks for the exceptional
homage paid to Brazil in my 'person. With the profound impression which I received of the
progress of the United States and the cordiality of its people, | carry with me the ever greater
assurance of that friendship and | am firmly convinced that its development cannot but result in
advantages for our countries. Permit me, Your Excellency, to renew to you personally my profound
feeling of admiration for Your Excellency, for the great work which you are accomplishing, and
my wishes for the complete recovery of Mrs. Hoover's health.

JULIO PRESTES

[President Hoover, White House, Washington, D.C.]
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Letter to the Senate Majority Leader Stating

Obijections to Pending Veterans Legislation
June 23, 1930

[Released June 23, 1930. Dated June 21, 1930]

My dear Senator:

In accordance with our discussion, | am sending herewith communications from
Secretary Mellon and General Hines, Director of the Veterans Bureau, on the subject of
the World War Veterans legislation now before the Congress, showing the result of their
investigation into the effect of the bill reported this week to the Senate. These
memorandums confirm the views which | have expressed during the past few weeks and |
believe the Congress and the public should be informed thereon.

General Hines states that the bill which has been passed by the House of
Representatives will add directly to our present expenditure for World War Veterans (at
present $511,000,000 per annum) by $181,000,000 for the first year, increasing annually
until it reaches a possible additional sum of $400,000,000 a year. This bill as amended by
Senate Committee will add directly $102,000,000 the first year, ultimately rising to the
addition of a sum of $225,000,000 per annum. Even these estimates are far from
including the whole of the potential obligations created by the principles embraced in this
legislation and the uncertain added expense by certain amendments to previous
legislation.

Mr. Mellon states that the passage of this legislation implies positive increase of
taxation at the next session of Congress.

It does not appear that these bills even represent the real views of the various
veterans organizations. The American Legion, after careful study as to what they
considered the needs of their fellow veterans, proposed legislation which would require
an additional annual expenditure of $35,000,000 per annum. Thus these measures which
are before Congress represent an implied increase in expenditure of from three to ten
times what these veterans themselves consider would be just. The Veterans of Foreign
Wars and other organizations have contended for measures differing entirely from those
now proposed.

General Hines has pointed out that this legislation goes far beyond immediate
necessities and that of even more importance, it creates grave inequalities, injustices, and
discriminations among veterans resulting from the methods adopted or extended in those
bills, and creates future dangers to both the public and the veterans. The very fact that the
Committees of Congress and the various veterans associations have themselves been
during the past six months of many minds upon these questions indicates their extreme
difficulty. There certainly comes from it all the conclusion that we should either have a
sound plan now or should have more time for determination of national policy upon
established principles in dealing with these questions for the future. We must arrive at
such a basis as will discharge our manifest national obligation with equity among
veterans and to the public.

I do not wish to be misunderstood. There are cases of veterans who are in need of
help today who are suffering and to whom | earnestly wish to see generous treatment
given. But these situations do not reach anything like the dimensions of these measures.

We have stretched government expenditures in the budget beginning July 1st to the
utmost of our possible receipts, and have even incurred a probable deficit principally for
the relief of unemployment through expansion of public construction. Every additional
dollar of expenditure means an additional dollar in taxes. This is no time to increase the
tax burden of the country. I recognize that such considerations would carry but little
weight with our people were the needs of our veterans the issue, and were we dealing
with sound measures; but as General Hines presents, there are conclusive reasons for
opposing an unsound measure which is against the best interests of the veterans



themselves and places an unjustified load upon the taxpayers at a time when every effort
should be made to lighten it.

I do not believe that just criticism or opposition should arise to such suggestions
upon full understanding of the situation for I know that the great body of patriotic men
who served in the World War themselves recognize that there are limits to expenditure
and there are principles that should be adhered to if we are not to prejudice their interest
both as veterans and citizens.

Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER

[Honorable James E. Watson, United States Senate, Washington, D.C.]

NOTE: The White House also released the texts of letters, dated June 21, 1930, from the Secretary
of the Treasury and the Director of the United States Veterans' Bureau, as follows:

SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

My dear Mr. President:

I have your memorandum stating that the Director of the Veterans Bureau estimates the cost in
the fiscal year 1931 of H.R. 10381, as amended and reported by the Senate Finance Committee, to
be $102,000,000 and the ultimate cost to be $225,000,000 annually. You ask me to give you my
best judgment as to whether receipts for the fiscal year 1931 will be adequate to support this
additional burden. I regret to say that they will not.

You appreciate, of course, the very great difficulty of estimating revenue twelve months in
advance, particularly when as under our system the Government depends so largely on one form of
tax, the income tax, which is directly susceptible to fluctuations in business conditions. An
absolutely accurate estimate would presuppose our ability to forecast general business conditions
over the period of the next twelve months, and this is obviously impossible.

Based on estimates of expenditures furnished by the Director of the Budget and on this
Department's estimates of receipts, which, | may add, are predicated on a not unhopeful attitude in
respect of future business developments, the present indications are that the Government will close
the fiscal year 1931 with a deficit of over $100,000,000. If the reduced income tax rate is to be
retained and made applicable to 1930 incomes, present estimates forecast a deficit of approximately
$180,000,000. These figures are, of course, exclusive of any additional burdens to be imposed by
new legislation.

I think 1 should call your attention to the fact that these figures are based on the assumption
that interest payments to be made by foreign governments in accordance with existing debt
settlement agreements will be paid in United States Government securities, as they have almost
universally been paid in the past, rather than in cash, thus constituting an automatic reduction of our
national debt, but not making these payments available for current expenditures. Even when foreign
interest payments have been made in cash, the Treasury up to the present time has been in a
position to apply them to the reduction of our national debt. This policy has been so well
established over the course of years, and is manifestly so sound, that foreign repayments, both
principal and interest, have come to be looked upon as definitely earmarked for the reduction of our
war debt. Moreover, whether these interest payments are to be made in securities or cash is
dependent on conditions wholly without our control. We are not justified, therefore, in budgeting
upon the assumption that they will be made in cash. But assuming that they are, and assuming that
our Government is willing to set aside its well-considered and established program of debt
reduction, even then | cannot give you any assurance at the present time, and without taking into
consideration new burdens, that we can retain the one per cent reduction and not incur the danger of
a deficit.

But if $100,000,000 or more is to be added to the expenditures already in sight, it is perfectly
apparent that the 1928 income tax rates must be restored, and I should not be quite fair to the
members of both Houses and to the taxpayers of the United States if | did not point out at this time
that this increased burden may necessitate even higher rates than provided for in the 1928 Revenue
Act.

In the present state of business, accompanied as it must be by an inevitable reduction in the
national income, the Treasury Department is vitally interested in not definitely closing the door to
the possibility of retaining the reduced tax rates now in existence. In spite of the figures above
quoted, I am still hopeful that conditions may have shown such improvement by December as to



justify my recommending to you and to the Congress a renewal of the action taken last December.
The present estimates do not indicate that this is possible, but this does not mean that we should put
ourselves in such a position as to preclude the possibility should events take a favorable course.

In this connection, | think it is appropriate to remind you of what this one per cent reduction
means to the income taxpayer, and particularly to the income taxpayer with a moderate income.

If the one 'per cent reduction is not retained, approximately 2,095,000 taxpayers with net
income of $10,000 or less will pay during the calendar year 1931 approximately $28,000,000 more
than they would otherwise pay, thus losing the benefit of a 56% reduction. If we take taxpayers
with net incomes of $7,000 or less they will lose the benefit of a 66% reduction in taxes. It will be
remembered that about two-thirds of the tax reduction benefit to individuals was accorded to
taxpayers with net incomes of $25,000 or less.

In so far as corporations are concerned, if the rate is restored to 12% they will lose the benefit
of approximately a $90,000,000 reduction in their income taxes — at a time when the Government
should endeavor to relieve rather than to increase the burdens on industry.

In conclusion, | can answer your question by stating that legislation increasing the
expenditures for 1931 by $100,000,000 and more over and above expenditures as now estimated by
the Budget Director, will necessitate the restoration of rates applicable to 1931 income to the rates
provided for in the Revenue Act of 1928, and it is probable that such increased expenditures may
call for even higher taxes in order to maintain a balanced budget.

In fairness to the country | feel that the Congress should be informed that if expenditures are
further increased now, taxes must be in December.

Faithfully yours,
A.W. MELLON

[The President, The White House]
DIRECTOR OF THE VETERANS' BUREAU

My dear Mr. President:

I wish to call your attention to the very grave situation that has arisen in the matter of veterans'
legislation, both as to the proposed principles being considered and their ultimate effect, if adopted,
upon the veterans and upon the policy and expenditures of the Government and the very large
immediate burden which this legislation calls for.

I recently advised the Senate Committee on Finance that the Bill passed by the House of
Representatives and then being considered by them, would cost approximately $181,040,650 per
annum and a possible final annual expenditure of over $400,000,000.

The Senate Finance Committee made various amendments to this Bill, and | have now made a
re-examination of the cost implied under the Bill as reported to the Senate. This Bill requires an
estimated immediate annual expenditure of $102,553,250, with a growing maximum cost reaching
a potential amount in five years of approximately $225,000,000 per annum.

Of the deepest concern to the nation should be the principles being incorporated into these
forms of legislation. The principles in both of these Bills depart absolutely from the original
conception of assistance to World War veterans based upon disability to earn their living because
of injury or disease arising out of the World War. No one questions the obligation of the nation to
its disabled veterans, and under the present law some 374,500 veterans or their dependents, out of
the total of 4,500,000, are now being compensated at an annual expense approximating
$206,000,000. These veterans also participate with all other veterans in the benefits of the War Risk
Insurance legislation and the so-called bonus legislation, which bring up the total annual sum of
expenditures of this Bureau at the present time to approximately $511,000,000.

One of the results of this legislation would be that men suffering with those diseases now
presumed to have been acquired in the service if developed prior to January 1, 1925, would have
such diseases presumed to have been acquired in the service if they developed prior to January 1,
1930, and other men suffering with diseases which have not heretofore been afforded the benefit of
any presumption by law would be presumed to have acquired their diseases in the service if the
same arose prior to January 1, 1930. It is estimated that this provision alone would probably affect
approximately 100,000 veterans not now in receipt of compensation benefits for those disabilities.

I have no doubt that the Congress has in mind by suggesting the further broadening of the
presumptive clause of the present World War Veterans' Act, taking care of a number of cases which
they feel are meritorious and which at this time the law does not cover. If it was only the intention
of the Congress to take in borderline cases, it might well be accomplished by so amending the
present Act to permit the Bureau to give due regard to lay and other evidence not of a medical



nature in connection with the adjudication of claims. Such a provision would be interpreted by the
Veterans' Bureau as sufficiently broad to 'permit liberal adjudication of border-line cases.

Another radical departure in the proposed legislation from the existing law is the provision to
give a cash allowance to men in hospitals not suffering from a service-connected disability and
while in hospital to also pay an allowance for their families and dependents. Under the present law,
where there are vacant beds available opportunity is afforded to a veteran for medical care in
hospitals when he is in need of treatment without regard to the character or origin of his disability.
The hospital facilities of the Government are at this time inadequate to provide care for all veterans
of non-compensable disability who need medical attention, and consequently there is before the
Bureau at all times a waiting list of men seeking treatment. We are faced with the proposed policy
of paying the veteran fortunate enough to secure a hospital bed an allowance for himself and his
dependents. For the veteran who is equally in need of treatment but for whom a hospital bed is not
available, it is not proposed that any payment be made either to himself or to his dependents.
Inequity immediately arises, and to the extent the Government is not able to furnish hospital beds
does this inequity increase. The Congress has not signified definitely its purpose to construct
permanent hospital beds for all veterans who need hospital treatment. Certainly with the passage of
this proposed provision there would result a definite and increasing demand for additional hospital
beds and in all equity such a demand cannot but be recognized. It is conservatively estimated the
total number of veterans who will need hospitalization is 69,000. If the Government is to provide
sufficient hospital facilities so that all men suffering with disabilities, irrespective of service origin,
can be hospitalized, it would necessitate providing within the next three years 13,000 new beds in
addition to those existing or authorized. The cost of construction of such facilities would
approximate $45,500,000, and the annual maintenance cost, after completion, would approximate
$19,500,000. Further, if the Government is to eliminate all question of inequality, even to the point
where the Bureau's peak of hospital load is expected, current estimates indicate an ultimate need of
39,400 additional beds, the cost of construction of which would approximate $137,900,000, with an
annual maintenance cost of $59,100,000.

The Medical Council of the Veterans' Bureau, comprising some of the ablest physicians and
surgeons of our country, has reported to me that the inclusion of the diseases contemplated by this
provision is unsound medically and it cannot be presumed that the diseases involved are the result
of service during the World War. Therefore the theory upon which these benefits are extended is
false.

If we are to depart from the sound principles of the payment of compensation for injury and
disease resulting from war service, then it would appear to me that the real problem before us is
whether the nation is going to assume responsibility for disabilities among the four-and-a-half
million veterans which originate as ordinary incidents of life. The policy of our Government,
almost from its inception, has been to take care of our veterans when they have reached that period
in life when they are overcome by permanent disabilities or age, so that they are unable to earn a
support. At this date, thirteen years after the World War, the veterans of that war average about
thirty-eight years of age. If it is claimed that the time has been reached when it is necessary to give
consideration to the matter of a pension for this group of veterans, along the same lines that we
have cared for veterans of other wars, then the policy should be based upon the fundamental
principles of pension legislation adapted to what the nation can afford to do for the entire group of
veterans who will eventually have to be cared for. Most certainly we should distinguish clearly
between those veterans whose injuries and disabilities were incurred in service and those whose
disabilities have been brought about by other causes after service. To approve a measure which will
simply take care of 100,000 of these men under a presumption which we know is unsound, where
their disabilities are not due to service, without extending to their comrades in the larger group the
same measure of relief, is manifestly inequitable. In other words, we are opening the door to a
general pension system at the same rates of compensation given to men who actually suffered in the
war. Its potential cost to the Government may quite well run into hundreds of millions of dollars.

Even with all these provisions we would not have taken care of old age and many other
fatalities that may happen to our World War Veterans.

My plea at the moment is that we are proceeding on wrong principles, that we are driving
towards such a stupendous expenditure by the Government, the extent of which cannot be
estimated, as will eventually react against the interest of the disabled veterans themselves. We are
creating a prospective burden for the taxpayer, before we have adopted any sound national policy
of dealing with the whole problem, which will have committed ourselves directly and inferentially
to a total annual expenditure on account of World War veterans of upwards of a billion dollars per
annum even before we have given consideration to the granting of pensions. My plea is directed to
the fact that this legislation should not be passed, and that there should be substituted an entire



consideration of the principles upon which the nation will discharge its obligations, not by creating
injustices and inequalities, but by some method of general application to the entire group.

Pending such study, | earnestly urge that the Bill which | submitted for the consideration of
Congress, which will be beneficial to many veterans, be adopted.

Very sincerely yours,
FRANK T. HINES,
Director

[Honorable Herbert Hoover, The President of the United States, The White House]



201

Message to King Alfonso XIII of Spain
on the International Exposition at Seville
June 23, 1930

[Released June 23, 1930. Dated June 21, 1930]

UPON THE occasion of the termination of the International Exposition at Seville, which
has given such brilliant expression to the close association of Spain and all of the
Americas, | send you this message of greeting. In the name of my countrymen, many of
whom have visited the Exposition and been impressed by its cultural significance, |
congratulate you heartily on the great success achieved.

HERBERT HOOVER
[His Majesty Alfonso XII1, King of Spain, Madrid]

NOTE: The International Exposition, known also as the Ibero-American Exposition, opened on
May 9, 1929, and closed on June 21, 1930. The participating nations included Argentina, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Mexico, panama, Peru, El Salvador, United States,
Uruguay, Venezuela, Portugal, and Spain. In addition to fostering better understanding and good
will among Spanish speaking nations and their neighbors, the Exposition was designed as a social,
cultural, and economic exchange of ideas and commerce.
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The President's News Conference of
June 24, 1930

WORLD WAR VETERANS' PENSION BILL

THE PRESIDENT. I have a number of questions this morning on the matter of veterans'
relief. This is a problem in which we are dealing with the sick and disabled veterans, and
except for some marginal cases the Government has long since generously provided for
the men whose disability arose from the war itself. The cases that are in front of us,
except for a comparatively small number of marginal cases on which there is some
dispute on technicalities, are in reality the men who are disabled from the incidents of
civil life. The whole matter is one that has to be approached in a very high sense of
justice and a great deal of sympathy. But this veterans' bill is just bad legislation. It is no
more in the interest of the veterans than it is in the interest of the taxpayers. The financial
burdens, the amount of which has again been reaffirmed by General Hines this morning —
and they were very considerably increased by Senate amendments yesterday — do
constitute a serious embarrassment to the Government and to the country, but there are
other objections to that bill that are even more serious.

The bill selects a particular group of 75,000 men, at the outside 100,000, and makes
a provision for them in the most wasteful and discriminatory way that is conceivable. It
entirely neglects the equal rights to help of over 200,000 more men who are veterans and
who are likewise suffering from disabilities that have been incurred in civil life and since
the war.

Furthermore, the very basis of the bill sets up a perfectly untruthful and, according to
all of our physicians, a physically impossible presumption, and predicates all of its action
on such a falsehood. For instance, a man who has served a few days in his hometown or
in a camp, and who has afterwards enjoyed 7 to 12 years of continuous good health, and
after all that time if he incurs any affliction he is thereby declared to have a disability due
to the war. And he is to be compensated and pensioned on the same basis as the man who
has suffered in the trenches and on the actual battlefield.

It contains a lot of other discriminations of equally important order.

Now, these things violate not only the fact but the very integrity of Government
action. It is a very sad thing if our people as a whole — if the Government is to set
standards of subterfuge to the people. It is unfair to all the other veterans who have
become disabled in civil life, and it is unfair to the whole spirit of the World War
veterans.

Now, there are emergency and marginal cases which | have insisted should be cared
for — which | recommended to Congress in my message should be provided for and will
be cared for. And there is additional necessity for us to study the broader subject
exhaustively before we plunge into it.

The American Legion presented a bill which they designed to cover these
emergencies. It had the earnest support of many administration members, but their views
have been overridden. The sensible thing to do is either to take care of these emergency
or marginal cases and then soberly determine future action, or alternatively to make the
beginnings of sound action now on such foundations as will contribute to the ultimate
settlement of this problem with real justice to the veterans themselves and with broad
generosity in the solution of the whole question. Such action can be taken within our
present financial resources, and | believe the country as a whole would support it. | do not
believe the country will support this type of legislation.

That is all.

NOTE: President Hoover's one hundred and twenty-first news conference was held in the
White House at 12 noon on Tuesday, June 24, 1930.
Frank T. Hines was Director of the United States Veterans' Bureau.



On the same day, the White House also issued a text of the President's statement on
the World War veterans' pension bill (see Item 203).
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Statement on the World War Veterans' Bill
June 24, 1930

IN RESPONSE to press questions the President said:

"In this problem we are dealing with sick and disabled veterans. Except for some
marginal cases the Government has long since generously provided for the men whose
disabilities arise from the war itself. These cases before us, except for a comparatively
small number of marginal ones, are in reality men disabled from incidents of civil life
since the war.

"The whole matter is one that must be approached in a high sense of justice and
utmost sympathy. But this veterans bill is just bad legislation. It is no more in the interest
of veterans than in the interest of the taxpayer. The financial burdens, the amount of
which has again been reaffirmed by General Hines — and they were even increased by
Senate amendments yesterday — do constitute a serious embarrassment to the
Government and to the country, but there are other objections even more serious.

"This bill selects a particular group of 75,000 to 100,000 men, makes provision for
them in the most wasteful and discriminatory way conceivable and entirely neglects the
equal rights to help of over 200,000 more veterans who are likewise suffering from
disabilities incurred in civil life since the war. Furthermore, the very basis of the bill sets
up an untruthful, and, according to our physicians, a physically impossible 'presumption’
and predicates its action upon this. For instance, a man who has served a few days in the
Army in his hometown or in camps, and afterwards enjoyed 7 to 12 years of good health,
then after all that time incurs any affliction, is thereby declared to have a disability due to
the war and is to be compensated or pensioned on the same basis as the man who suffered
in the trenches and from actual battle. It contains many other discriminations and
injustices.

"These things violate not only the fact but the very integrity of government. It is a
sad thing for our Government to set standards of subterfuge to our people. It is unfair to
all other veterans who have become disabled in civil life. It is unfair to the whole spirit of
the World War veterans.

"There are emergency and marginal cases which | have insisted should be cared for
and which will be cared for, and there is the additional necessity for us to study the
broader subject exhaustively before we plunge.

"The American Legion presented a bill designed for emergencies which has had the
earnest support of many administration members but their views have been overridden.
The sensible thing is either to take care of these emergencies or marginal cases and then
soberly determine future action, or alternatively, to make the beginnings of sound action
now on such foundations as will contribute to the ultimate settlement of the problem with
real justice to veterans and with generosity in solution for the future. Such action can be
taken within our present financial resources, and | believe the Nation would support that."”

NOTE: Frank T. Hines was Director of the United States Veterans' Bureau.
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Letter to Dr. S. J. Crumbine on Health Conditions in Porto Rico
June 24, 1930

[Released June 24, 1930. Dated December 13, 1929]

My dear Crumbine:

You have perhaps seen some of the statements made by Governor Roosevelt of Porto
Rico as to the condition of Porto Rican children. There seems to be a very genuine case
for some systematic service.

I would like very much if the American Child Health Association could send down a
staff of co