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The price of feed is high,
Eggs are sold for naught;
The old plow doesn’t scour well,
And oleo is being bought.
There is a depression going on,
That causes furrows in the brow
Wheat and corn are sold as gifts,
But that is old news now.
The farmer raises twice as much
As he did some years ago;
But the market seems to take delight
In being twice as low.
The farmer lives a storm-tossed life,
Like a rowboat in the sea
He’s up and down, and twirled about,
But he still can smile, by Gee![footnoteRef:1] [1:  Lisa Ossian, “Almost An Athens: Iowa’s Rural Women’s Poetry of Place and Farm Playlets, 1930-1932,” Women’s Studies, 37 (2008), 733-734.] 

· As printed on Pg. 3  Iowa Agriculturist, February 1931
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Figure 1 –Christmas Dinner[footnoteRef:2] [2:  ] 
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Figure 2 – Photos from State Historical Society of Iowa. Robert Moore Photo Book of 168th Infantry, 1931-32







Compare and Contrast
After having read “Tough Going” and analyzing “Christmas Dinner” use that information to fill out this chart. Compare the first two primary resources to the picture of the Iowa National Guardsmen enforcing the quarantine. Ask yourself, is violence ever justified?
	
	“Tough Going” and “Christmas Dinner”
	Photos of Guardsmen in Cedar County

	First Impressions










	
	

	Observations (what do you notice or “see”)





	
	

	Inferences (use knowledge and observations to reach an “educated” conclusion)



	
	

	Connection to the Thirties






	
	



Essential Questions:
1. How can a student of history reconcile the two images of rural life in Iowa?
2. Given what you have observed and analyzed about the events of the 1930s: Is violence justified?
3. Should the Guardsmen have been called in to rural communities in Cedar, Plymouth and Pottowattamie Counties?
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