Excerpts from The Depression Diary of Elmer Powers, 1932-33
Tuesday, August 16, 1932
About the "Holiday." A big Meeting was held in an adjoining County today. The driver of our cream truck weighed our cream today so if it should be dumped along the road he could have the weight. Driving along the road today we met loaded milk trucks carrying guards. Also we passed waiting farmer "pickets."
Friday, August 19, 1932
I drove to the village a few minutes this morning and listened to talk of the strike. I returned to the farm in time to talk with the driver who drives our cream route. He told me of some of the "bootlegging" some of the striking farmers are doing with their produce.
This afternoon we drove to the County Seat. The lady of the farm marketed eggs, successfully "running the blockade" the striking farmers had placed on the highway. We were able to do it while pickets were arguing with the driver of a truck load of ear corn.
Sunday, August 21, 1932
In conversation with a picnicer from the northern part of the State I learned that Farm Holiday organizers there had paid one dollar for each farmer they can get signed up for the movement. Some farmers have been taken in on a membership fee of fifty cents. Others without any payment of any kind. Many Holiday officers and speakers are urging the farmers to dig deeper and deeper into their pockets if the movement is to succeed.
Monday, August 22, 1932
All kinds of rumors are afloat about the Holiday Movement. It is pretty well established that the leaders can hardly be called farmers. Memberships are free some places, others on up, some donations etc. One of their speakers received fifty dollars for one talk. The Secretary receives eight dollars per day and his wife four.
Tuesday, August 23, 1932
The local news of the Holiday is that two truck loads of cream was dumped yesterday. Approximately three hundred dollars worth. A station is opened in town where striking farmers may leave their milk and cream to be given away. One of my near neighbors left a thirty dozen case of eggs there yesterday. Clerks in the stores say much produce is brot in the back doors of the stores. 
Wednesday, August 24, 1932
The Farm Holiday is proving very unsatisfactory all around. Three cars carrying only women and children and no farm produce were showered with sticks and stones. One business man driving a new car was stopped by pickets and allowed to drive on, was struck by a stone and the rear of the car dented. Cream was dumped by boys under the directions of older men. A group of anti‑strike farmers called on the sheriff, who seemed to be indifferent in the matter, and stated they would take the law in their own hands and keep the roads open themselves. There are possibilities of serious trouble soon. 
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