Primary Source Document Analysis Worksheet
1. Type of document (check one)
___ Newspaper ___ Letter ___ Diary   ___ Government Report ___ Interview ___ Legal document
 ___ Debate transcription ___ Jesuit relation ___ Index  ___ Memoir ___ Other___________________________

2. Date(s) of document:                                                            What was happening during this time period? 


3. Author (or creator) of the document: 


4. What do you know about the background of the author(s)? 

5. Who do you think this document was written for?  


6. What is the topic or issue of the document? 


7. Document Information: Answers may vary. 
A. List three things the author said that you think are important:
1.

2.

3.

B. Why do you think this document was written? 


C. What evidence in the document helps to know why it was written? Quote document to support your answer.


D. List two things the document tells you about life in America at the time the document was written:
1.

2.

E. Does the document conflict or agree with other things you have read about the topic? Why?


F. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document.

8. Why is this a primary source?  
Primary Source Image Analysis Worksheet
Step 1: Observation
A. Study the image for 2 minutes. What is your overall impression of the image? Next, examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.

B. Use the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the image:
	People

	Objects
	Activities

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	



Step 2: Inference/Deduction
Based on what you have observed above, list three things you might infer or conclude from this image.
1.

2.

3.

Step 3: Further Questions
1. What questions does this image raise in your mind?



2. Where could you find answers to them?






Adapted from http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/index.html


